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Taking Time to Remember Bob Chapel

To our readers: We dedicate this issue of Meadowlark, A Journal of Illinois
Birds to the memory of Robert Chapel, a birder we loved, respected, and
enjoyed, and who gave so much to the Illinois birding community. Bob was
the Field Notes Compiler for the Fall Season for the Illinois Ornithological
Society since its inception 10 years ago. He wrote many fine articles for
Meadowlark, served on the Illinois Ornithological Records Committee, and
appeared at nearly all the Society’s field trips. The following article, which
was published Nov. 6,2002, is reprodiced by permission of The Champaign-
Urbana News Gazette. Permission does not imply endorsement of the paper.

by Tom Kacich

Everyone’s life can be seen as a sort of
jigsaw puzzle with different people, places
and interests providing the pieces that
make up the picture. The picture that was
Bob Chapel’s life was filled in unexpect-
edly, yet appropriately, on Monday
evening (Nov. 4, 2002).

Unexpectedly because about 54 hours
earlier Bob had been alive and vibrant,
on his way to Clinton Lake to scout for
a bird-watching field trip he was leading
for the Illinois Ornithological Society
and the Champaign County Audubon
Society on Nov. 16.

Appropriately because, in a hasty memorial to Bob and his life, the bird-
watchers met the archivists. The people who make up the two passions of Bob’s
life gathered in the cramped corridor of a building full of the dusty history of
the University of Illinois, with the recorded sounds of birds filling the air.

There must have been 100 people at the Ul’s Archives Research Center and
they all served to complete Bob’s picture. For someone whose life ended so
suddenly, so violently, so horribly, it was not so sad an occasion. It was the
kind of farewell most of us say we want, with reflection and stories and
laughter. There were tight throats and heavy hearts and unimpeded tears,
but there also were poignant stories about Bob’s childhood, funny tales
about his love for birds and his zeal for identifying them, and kind-hearted
tributes about his dedication to his job.

No one broached the awfulness of Bob’s death, how he had pulled off to
the side of westbound Interstate 74 near Farmer City on Saturday aflternoon.

— continued on page 81
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— continued from inside front cover

He was doing what many other area birders have done,
said Beth Chato of Urbana. He was looking out over a
borrow pit, a man-made lake, watching the birds.

According to police, another motorist, drunk and sleepy,
slammed into the back of Bob’s car. Machines kept Bob
alive for more than 24 hours until his Aunt Nancy and
Uncle Byron Chapel arrived from Michigan. Then it
ended, Byron said, and doctors harvested the valuable tis-
sue and life-saving organs from Bob’s 55-year-old body.

The 46-year-old Peoria man implicated in Bob Chapel’s
death was charged Tuesday with two counts of reckless
homicide and two counts of aggravated driving under the
influence. He was being held in the DeWitt County Jail
on $30,000 bond. None of that was mentioned at the
memorial service in the crowded hallway at the rescarch
center, the place where Bob spent his time when he was-
n’tabove ground looking and listening for his beloved
birds. Instead, Bob’s friends and colleagues put the jig-
saw puzzle pieces in place, and we all learned who the
real Bob Chapel was.

I knew Bob as a library technical assistant at the Ul
archives. To me, he was the harried yet friendly man who
could always answer a question about the university’s
history, or at least point me to a place where I could find
it myself. Bob was the man who helped me discover the
most compelling piece of Ul history I know: that it was
UI President Andrew Draper who brought squirrels to the
campus about 100 years ago. More importantly, Bob was
invaluable to Winton Solberg, the professor emeritus of
history at the UI who has written two fine books on the
early history of the university. At the service, Solberg
told how Bob was such a purist about the archive’s rules
against eating and drinking that he would get a cup of
coffee and leave it on a cabinet outside the room, striding
25 steps every so often for a sip.

But the best stories about Bob were the ones involving
birds. His aunt told how when Bob was 4 or 5 years old
she gave him a coloring book of birds. “Believe it or not,
from then on he loved birds,” she said. He was not a
good cook and apparently not much of a homemaker.
Touring his Urbana apartment, she said she found eight
glasses, a plate, a toaster, a coffee pot and a pantry full
of ... books about birds. Friends told about sloshing
through lakes and streams with Bob, or taking long road
trips all over the Midwest, some in sub-zero conditions,
all in search of birds. Once he and a bird-watching friend
spent the night in a broken-down car after a day of bird-
watching, which only meant a morning of bird-watching
awaited. And there were lfew who could beat Bob when it
came to the annual bird count.

Bob died, binoculars in hand, looking over his birds. As
a friend said, there are worse ways to go.

Tom Kacich is a News-Gazelte editor and columnist.
He can be reached ar 217-351-5221 or at kacich@
news-gazetle .com.
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More Than Birders: Illinois Volunteers
Work to Save Habitat and Document
Avian Population Trends

by Christine Williamson

One man fits 90 hours of hawk watching at Concordia
College and 150 hours at Illinois Beach State Park into one
autumn while working full time and spending time with his
wife and children. Another worked diligently to defeat the
DuPage County Board’s plan to create a boating lake on the
last large grassland in the western suburbs. An executive
sold the interest in his family company to work as hard on
conservation issues as he ever did for money, spending time
in board rooms, swapping corporate issues for non-profit
concerns. A suburban woman has removed two-thirds of
the turf in her garden and replaced it with native plants,
while a Chicago man works to enhance the natural areas
along the shores of Lake Michigan.
These are birders and they are volunteers, each
enthusiastically sharing their knowledge and expertise
with others.
Bird volunteerism is alive and well in every corner of
[llinois. Christmas and Spring Bird Counts, the most popu-
lar of birder volunteer activities, are flourishing in the state,
as are breeding bird surveys sponsored by the Bird Conser-
vation Network, the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and various
counties, universities and research institutions.
But there’s more.
Illinois birders are volunteering to:
= record the feeding behavior of Black-crowned Night-
Herons that nest in the Lake Calumet region

= chart the nesting habits of Eastern Bluebirds

® observe bird-tree interaction during migration in
Chicago

= collect ground truth for cutting edge Doppler radar stud-
ies of bird migration

® monitor birds at a natural area in a local forest preserve

= pull garlic mustard on habitat work days

= adopt a local classroom and help children learn to love
birds

® advocate for the Lights Out! Campaign in Chicago and
convince Chicago skyscraper landlords to turn off the
lights at night during migration

= organize southern Illinois birding appreciation days to
raise awareness

= help purchase habitat for birds.

Beyond the worthy volunteers who record every
House Sparrow on Christmas Counts, staff bird seed sales,
conduct excruciatingly early morning breeding bird sur-
veys and go mad on Big Day Bird-a-thons, a class of birder
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volunteer
exists that has
charged out the
garden gate
and into the
jungle. Their
passion is
inspiring, and
they are mak-
ing or will
make a big dif-
ference for
birds that
inhabit Illinois.
In this article,
we feature pro-
files of just a
few of the vol-
unteer birders
making a dif-
ference in Illi-

ncts: Terry Schilling pauses during a work day at

The Plant Lincoln Park Bird Sanctuary in Chicago, where
Manager he volunteers managing the land to create a

Terry healthy habitat for neotropical migrants.
Schilling is
known as the plant manager around Lincoln Park’s Jarvis
Bird Sanctuary, on Lake Michigan where Addison Street
ends. Schilling has been birding at the fenced-in, Sanctu-
ary wood lot since the 1970s. The Sanctuary is justifiably
famous as a migration hot spot. Once a mini-arboretum
maintained by Lincoln Park Zoo, the area was fenced
when its caretakers went off to World War II and then
became largely forgotten as far as maintenance went. Still,
the combination of 70-year old trees and a variety of non-
native spring bulbs and low bushes made the Sanctuary a
favorite of neighborhood residents and migrant birds.

The lack of maintenance finally caught up with the
Sanctuary. In 1998, the spring invasion of garlic mustard
was so horrific that Schilling obtained a key to the gate
from a person who shall remain nameless. He snuck in and
by himself, pulled three bags-worth of the noxious weed
from between the two ponds on the east side of the fenced
area. “I thought I'd made pretty good progress,” Schilling
said. “And then [ looked up. I saw an unbroken sea of gar-
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lic mustard all around me.”

Garlic mustard, a non-native plant, chokes native
plants and reduces the diversity of the understory, making
it more difficult for birds to successfully nest there.

But that was only the beginning of the story. When
Charlotte Newfeld of the Lakeview Citizens Council
began to contact birders about a problem with the water
source for the two Sanctuary ponds, Schilling jumped
aboard.

“At first, [ was just another volunteer,” he said. The
water source was repaired, but the citizens council group
realized that base-line data was essential. Schilling, who
had done a fair amount of habitat restoration work by this
time, was asked to write a report about the general health
of the Sanctuary and to make recommendations for
improvements. A 10-year plan was created, along with one
of the first community stewardship projects in a park on
Chicago’s north side.

Schilling’s involvement from that time really blos-
somed. His 1998 report struck a cord with other volun-
teers and with the Chicago Park District, the Sanctuary’s
owner. The modest proposal to remove buckthorn and
other invasive plants, “things we could do with little to
no money,” Schilling said, soon was expanded. The park
district paid for many of the larger ticket projects recom-
mended in the management plan, freeing up a grant from
State Representative Sarah Feigenholtz to buy $14,000 to
purchase new plants. The fence around the Sanctuary was
extended to include a small swale on the south that was
forever muddy and a maintenance nightmare. A second
grant of $7,000 from the Park District and the U.S. Fish
& Wildlife Service will pay for more plantings that will
be extended beyond the fence, blurring the line between
Park and Sanctuary creating a buffer.

Volunteers staff the work days, planting, clearing
brush, monitoring insects and birds, and anxiously watch-
ing the burgeoning project.

“What was interesting to me was the idea of doing
something that would be a habitat enhancement specifical-
ly for birds,” said Schilling. The challenge, he said, is to
know what habitat enhancements will work, because so
much is still unknown in this field. “I knew what to do
about a restoration, but this wasn’t that kind of project. I
was presented with management issues of land that should
be natural, but because of history or use, could not be
restored. What do you do with land that has been so
changed that it can’t be restored to its original condition?”
he said. For example, the Sanctuary, now resting on a land-
fill historically was probably a sandy beach, he said.

Schilling is a purist when it comes to native plant
restoration. He can trade Latin names and swap cultivation
methods with the best, but in this case, “I was working
with something that looked natural, but wasn’t really a
functioning system. The goal is to make it more self-sus-
taining and to do things that would be good for birds. Or at
least not bad.”

Becausc many flowering bulbs are popular with
ncighbors, they will remain part of the Sanctuary’s new
mix of plants. Ditto: Trees not native to the Chicago
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region. Schilling has compromised on a strict native plant
model for the Sanctuary for political reasons, but the com-
promise won’t be bad for birds, since many avian species
utilize the structure of some of the plants. “My basic phi-
losophy is that if you have a healthy habitat, it will meet
the needs of neotropical migrants,” Schilling said. “A
woodland habitat benefits such birds, but you can’t ever
really tell if it will attract more migrants. It’s a very small
space, statistically insignificant, in terms of migrant bird
habitat. All we can know is that it will offer food and shel-
ter to the migrants that are in the area,” he said.

Hawk Watching: The Disease

Vic Berardi recognizes the classic symptoms of hawk
watch fatigue. When few birds are in the air, the average
birder starts talking, then starts fidgeting, then walks away
for a while, and finally, drives off in her car. And just as
she is leaving, raptors typically start flying, something
Berardi has noted more than once.

Hawk watching takes patience above all else. And
dedication.

“There’s a neat camaraderie at our hawk watch. Sure,
people talk and joke around, but someone always has their
eye on the sky. And at Illinois Beach, there is often a lot of
idle time, waiting for hawks to start flying,” Berardi said.
“I’'mhappy if I see one bird every five minutes.”

In the year 2000 alone, Berardi logged 90 hours of
hawk watching at Concordia College, north of Milwaukee,
and 150 hours at [1linois Beach State Park.

He got hooked on hawks after a fall trip to Hawk
Ridge in Duluth, Minn. He loved Hawk Ridge so much
that he went straight to Concordia College the next week-
end and then on to Lake Erie Metro Park near Detroit and
Whitefish Point in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan that
first fall season of hawk watching. He scouted out Illinois
Beach State Park and Concordia for a couple of years,
watching the weather, noting how and when hawks rode
the wind before he posted a message on IBET in 2000 and
asked for hawk watch volunteers at IBSP.

“I got tons of responses, but it really came down to
about four regular hawk counters. Most of the hawk
watches in the U.S. — 75% — are staffed by justtwo or
three volunteers,” he said. That said, Janice and Paul
Sweet, Berardi and Bill Wengelewski were often joined
at the park by other hawk watchers to help when flights
were heavy.

“People seem intimidated by hawk counting, like
they’re afraid they’ll get identification wrong. But I just
ask them to tell me when they see a bird and I'll get on
it,” Berardi said. “Everyone can make a contribution to
the count.”

In 2000 at Illinois Beach State Park, hawks were
counted on 67 days, for 309 hours and totaled 2,831 rap-
tors. At Concordia in 2000, observers counted on 43 days
for 202 hours for a total of 7,238 raptors. In 2001, volun-
teers counted 3,967 hawks at Illinois Beach State Park on
62 days for 319 hours. At Concordia, 3,017 birds were
counted on 41 days during 177 hours in 2001. The Concor-
dia count is staffed principally by Bill Coward, although
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Berardi submits hawk watch data from both sites to the
Hawk Migration Association of North America. While
Berardi insists none of his data will have real validity until
there is a 10-year record, he has been able to make some
observations and adjustments to technique after just two
seasons. For example, the count was conducted quite close
to Lake Michigan in 2000 at Concordia College, and coun-
ters suspected that they were missing many fly-bys. The
count site was moved slightly westward and counters dis-
covered many more Merlins and Sharp-shinned Hawks
flying just inland. The Merlin count in 2000 was 83. The
Merlin count in 2001 rose to 195 individuals with just a
slight shift in the position of the counters.

“The thing that’s very significant about hawk watch-
es on the western shore of Lake Michigan is that we see
more Peregrines and Merlins than they do at Hawk Ridge,
more than most sites away from the East Coast,” Berardi
said. Hawk Mountain in Pennsylvania counts more
kestrels than IBSP or Concordia does, but no other inland
site has as many large falcons, according to the first two
years of data.

The IBSP hawk watch is conducted from about
8:30 a.m. until 5:00 or 6:00 p.m., depending on day light
and the day’s flight. Despite staffing crunches here and
there, Berardi said hawks were counted every single day
at IBSP last fall except Sept. 11 and Illinois Beach State
Park naturalist Bill Wengelewski was counting that fate-
ful morning, until he was called back into his office for
security reasons.

“The thing about hawk watching is the chal-
lenge,” said Berardi. “We have a fun time trying to call
birds that are really, really far out there. We were
watching what we thought was an Osprey for the
longest time. Paul Sweet kept insisting it was an Osprey
and I agreed as it gradually came nearer. We watched

ronmental Studies. He is a Director of Chicago Audubon
Society, serves as an advisor on environmental commit-
tees for Congressman Mark Kirk and State Representa-
tive Karen May, and is vice president and a founding
light of Illinois” Bird Conservation Network. Educating
children also is a priority for Dann and he is a volunteer
naturalist at Ryerson Conservation Area in Lake County,
where he teachers vast numbers of school children who
visit the nature center and woods along the Des Plaines
River.

While Dann admits to spending as much time in
boardrooms as a volunteer as he did as a businessman,
“only now I do it for psychic pay,” he does not spend all
of his time indoors. Dann is a bird monitor on several
breeding bird survey routes in northwest Indiana and
north central Illinois. He conducts breeding bird census-
es at two sites in Lake County and one habitat analysis
site for the BCN, and has been a marsh monitor at the
Des Plaines River Wadsworth Wetlands Demonstration
Project.

But the one project of many that really lights up
Dann from within is his shorebird survey work for
Manomet Bird Observatory. The shorebird survey is con-
ducted all over the U.S. from 1 April to 10 June and from 1
July to 31 October. Sites are surveyed at least every 10
days. Dann had been monitoring the U.S. Post Office
Ponds near O’Hare Airport until high water and hydrology
problems deterred shorebirds from using the site.

But a new shore birding site has completely captured
Dann’s attention: Great Lakes Naval Air Base in Lake
County. With American Avocets, Curlew Sandpipers,
Western Sandpipers, and summering Arctic Terns, the
attraction is hardly surprising. Dann is focusing his atten-

and watched until finally Paul said, ‘Well, your
Osprey just turned into an immature Bald
Eagle’ as it flew over our heads. You just never
know what’s coming. You never know what’s
going to happen.”

For more on the hawk watch at Illinois
Beach State Park, see Meadowlark 11:56-58.

Renaissance Bird Conservationist
Cuts a Deal With the Navy

It’s possible to take a good thing to
extremes and still do good work. That’s exactly
what Donald Dann has done. He retired five and a
half years ago from a very successful family
insurance company to concentrate on conserva-
tion, particularly, bird conservation. Dann serves
on the Board of Trustees of the Nature Conser-
vancy in Illinois, chairing several committees. He
is a member of the Board of Trustees of The
American Bird Conservancy, serves as the trea-
surer of this national organization and is active in
its campaign to reduce bird predation by domes-
tic cats. He is a member of the Birder’s Exchange
Advisory Board for Manomet Center for Envi-
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Donald Dann has started a new "volunteercareer in birds and conservation. Here
he holds an immature Common Tern at Greal Lakes Navai Training Base where he
volunteers fo help protect the habitat for this state-endangered species.
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tion, however, on the need to protect the Illinois-endan-
gered breeding Common Terns, which use a sandbar in the
harbor of the Naval Base. The site is the only last nesting
spot left for this species in Illinois. The summer of 2001,
some 20 pairs of Common Terns nested at Great Lakes,
but not one fledgling survived due to predation. An electric
fence and other measures added by the Navy and approved
by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources were not
enough to deter marauding rodents, fox, and raccoons.

In 2002, Dann worked closely with the Navy and
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources to better
protect the nesting terns and to remove invasive non-
native species from their nesting area. The Navy is
extremely eager to protect these birds and to improve the
habitat. They want to be able to share the data and show
off their good stewardship, Dann said. He has received
special permission to conduct his shorebird survey for
Manomet at Great Lakes, despite extremely limited pub-
lic access to the base because of security concerns. “I
love doing this. It’s really fun and I get to further conser-
vation at the same time. What could be better?” he said.

One thing, perhaps. Dann’s conservation mantra is to
raise public consciousness, over and over and over again.
“People don’t care about wildlife, about conservation. We
need to make them care, to understand the consequences
of their actions,” he said.

Dann’s recommendation for a birding volunteer
who wants to make the most use of their conservation
time bank is direct activism. Get involved with the politi-
cians who control so much of what impacts the environ-
ment, impact their votes and elect responsible candidates,
he said. See a future issue of Meadowlark for an article
by Donald Dann and Brad Semel on the progress of the
Common Terns at Great Lakes Naval Base.

Land Becomes a Mission:
Isolation in the Center of Naperville

[llinois Ornithological Society Board member Joe
Suchecki was just a birder when he got the first call from a
local activist about a local grassland in Naperville that was
slated to become a lake. One of the last high-quality
streams in DuPage County was to be dammed to create a
boater’s paradise.

“Vicki Shinn told me about all the great birds at this
site — Short-eared Owls and Northern Harriers — which I
didn’t even know were present at what is now Springbrook
Prairie,” said Suchecki. “I went to visit the place and it
was amazing! [ got curious about the site and started to get
interested in its preservation as a grassland. It becomes a
mission for you to do something about a site, to make sure
it’s protected and that the habitat is appropriate for birds,”
he said.

Suchecki started to conduct breeding bird surveys
and found good numbers of Bobolinks, rare nesters in
Illinois, and fair numbers of other grassland birds. His
survey data was used to help convince the DuPage Coun-
ty Board to change its mind about creating Dragon Lake
and instead, develop a management plan for an 1,800-
acre grassland known today as Springbrook Prairie.
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“Though most of the fields had been farmed, as you
moved through them, you saw different birds and habitat
variance. Your interest in the site is also helped along
when you find really rare birds — Cinnamon Teal, Lark
Sparrow, Peregrine Falcons, and most recently, Black
Rail,” said Suchecki.

Once he witnessed the grassland bird activity at
Springbrook Prairie, it became obvious to Suchecki that
restoration work and habitat management were really
necessary to remove invasive species and to plant native
species. Results were swift: Brush clearing on a few hun-
dred acres brought back grassland birds such as Savan-
nah and Grasshopper Sparrow and Bobolinks the very
next year.

“It’s very gratifying to see that what you’re doing is
really working. Land — it just becomes a passion. You
want to be out there all the time and just want to do more
and more,” Suchecki said. Living five minutes away
makes breeding bird censuses very easy for Suchecki. It
ties him even more closely to this parcel and has made
him an advocate for what was once a very little-used for-
est preserve. Back in 1993 and 1994 when Suchecki first
visited Springbrook, he hardly saw anyone else. Northern
Harriers still nested there in 1996, but have not been pre-
sent during the breeding season since then due to
increased recreational use.

“You can destroy a site by loving it too much,”
Suchecki said. “My goal is to maintain Springbrook as
great habitat for birds. But it’s extremely vulnerable.
Demand for recreation space in a place like Naperville is
very high. We did a great job getting the master plan
for the site changed, but all it takes is a majority vote of
the Forest
Preserve
District
Board to
change that,”
Suchecki
said.

Spring-
brook Prairie
has natural
rolling hills
with a stream
flowing
through it.
“When you
are down in
the stream
valley, you
cannot see
any human
interference,”
he said. “You
can imagine
what the prai-
really
looked like.

Among his many volunteer activities to help birds,
Joe Suchecki has served on the lllinois /
Ornithological Society Board and has chaired the rie

Board's Annual Meeting Committee.
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It’s like you’re in wilderness, right in the middle of
Naperville.”

That feeling of isolation and a passion for bird con-
servation has kept Suchecki hard at work for nearly a
decade, protecting Springbrook Prairie.

Habitat Host Trains Others to Plant for Wildlife

Leslie Cummings discovered wildlife gardening
completely by accident. She is an editor of a trade pub-
lication, and a National Wildlife Federation folder
addressed to a long-gone editor happened to land on her
desk. The folder was filled with information about
National Wildlife Federation’s habitat steward program
and focused on the use of native plants in gardens. Her
curiosity piqued, Cummings read everything she could
about native plant gardening. She took out two-thirds of
the turf in her one-quarter acre Berwyn garden and
began to plant native grasses and flowering forbs. She
added a bird bath and later, several smaller water
sources at different heights for birds. The water sources
attracted a lot more migrant birds — warblers, vireos

In autumn, seeds from purple coneflowers and other native plants in
Leslie Cummings' backyard attract goldfinches and other birds.
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and sparrows — than she had seen prior to converting
her garden. So far, she’s seen 35 bird species in her tiny
Berwyn garden and 10 species of butterflies, not to
mention countless spiders, beetles, and other micro-
fauna.

“I got an immediate return on my investment in
terms of helping birds get through the winter and in
terms of less maintenance on my garden. You just can’t
compare native plants to cultivated plants when it
comes to attracting wildlife. When I see a bird sipping
from a cup plant or winter juncos on my hyssop or
finches on the prairie coneflower, it’s just great,” Cum-
mings said.

The positive reaction of neighbors who stopped to
admire her garden over the fence was a catalyst. Its low
maintenance and wildlife attraction qualities were popu-
lar with her local audience and Cummings soon realized
she wanted to share her enthusiasm and educate even
more people. She studied native plants and landscaping
as part of National Wildlife Federation’s six-month dis-
tance learning program that trains volunteers to become
Habitat Steward Hosts. The program trains the trainer

FELN

Leslie Gummings stands in front of her backyard habitat for birds.
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who then becomes a teacher of local habitat stewards
around the U.S. The goal is to widen the knowledge
base about native plant gardening.

Cummings trained six eager volunteers in her first
seminar who are now certified habitat stewards. Cum-
mings herself assisted the Berwyn YMCA in planning
and planting a native garden and each of her steward
trainees also adopted a public garden project. The
National Wildlife Federation encourages stewards to
plant their gardens in public places, like schools, parks
and around municipal buildings, to further public edu-
cation about native plants.

“My real goal in training habitat stewards is edu-
cation. I want to share the beauty and ease of my native
garden with others and show them how they can benefit
wildlife, too. I"ve affected a lot of people already,” she
said.

Cummings is about to embark on an even more
ambitious native garden at her new home in Wheaton.
The yard is huge and borders on the Illinois Prairie Path
and she is raring to yank all the bluegrass and get start-
ed on a native garden that will better serve even more
wildlife than she hosted in Berwyn and please passers-
by on the Prairie Path.

Buying Land for Birds

The Illinois Audubon Society has an impressive
record of buying bird habitat in all corners of the state.
Volunteers in 2,400 households from 19 chapters and a
small staff write grants, conduct fund-raising cam-
paigns, and identify natural areas that need to be pro-
tected. Illinois Audubon will often buy the land and
manage it as a bird sanctuary until a public agency has
assembled enough money to purchase the property.

Marilyn Campbell, Executive Director of lllinois Audubon Society,
poses here with Robert Montgomery, past president of lllinois
Ornithological Society at a joint annual meeting with both organiza-
tions held several years ago.
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“It’s really a revolving land acquisition program,”
said Marilyn Campbell, Illinois Audubon’s Executive
Director. “We buy and hold the land until the state can
buy it from us, then we recycle the money gained from
the sale into another property,” she said.

One of Illinois Audubon’s most important, recent
land acquisition campaigns has been to add more land
around Prairie Ridge State Natural Area in Jasper and
Marion counties. The Nature Conservancy began to pur-
chase land for a prairie-chicken refuge in 1961, and 12
tracts were added between 1961 and 1998, said Camp-
bell. The Nature Conservancy sold the lands it pur-
chased to the state and moved on to other projects.

[llinois Audubon volunteers and staff took a close
look at Prairie Ridge in 1998 and realized that the cur-
rent 2,000 acres did not form a preserve large enough to
sustain populations of the endangered Greater Prairie-
Chicken and other grassland nesters, such as Short-
eared Owl and Upland Sandpiper. The original refuge
plan called for 5,000 acres in each county to be set aside
and protected, so Illinois Audubon started writing grants
and raising funds to expand the acreage. The Society
now maintains the Robert Ridgway Grasslands, adjacent
to Prairie Ridge State Natural Area, and just received a
C2000 grant from the state to help purchase an addition-
al 40 acres at Robert Ridgway.

In the last two years, Illinois Audubon has pur-
chased about 300 acres for grassland birds in Marion
and Jasper counties. As a non-governmental body, Illi-
nois Audubon can be more nimble than a state agency,
Campbell said. “We got a desperate call last year. An
important piece of property was coming up at auction,
and the state would never have been able to pull the
money together so fast. We were able to step in and buy
the land.”

[llinois Audubon has a good relationship with local
farmers who contact the Society as they think about
retiring or down-sizing their acreage. Since there is lit-
tle threat of sprawl in the Prairie Ridge area, Illinois
Audubon can work cordially with local land owners and
pay reasonable prices for the land. Volunteers who live
in the area have helped with trail construction and stew-
ardship at the grasslands [AS has purchased, Campbell
said.

Sometimes, Illinois Audubon is the beneficiary of
a gift that’s worth more than the money it would take to
buy it. The Society was especially fortunate to receive a
gift of more than $4,000 worth of native Illinois ecotype
prairie forb seed for planting at Robert Ridgway Grass-
land from Lou Nelms, owner of Earthskin Nursery in
Mason City. That’s a lot of high-quality seed material
that’s already in the ground that will enhance bird habi-
tat at this central Illinois prairie restoration project.

Christine Williamson, 4046 N. Clark St., Unit K, Chicago,
IL 60613; birdchris@aol.com
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Regional Trends and Annual Variations in
the Fall Migrations of Midwestern Birds

by L. Barrie Hunt and James B. Cope

In our previous paper on regional trends and annual
variations in midwestern migrants (Hunt and Cope 1996) we
reported average spring arrival dates at four study sites in Illi-
nois, Indiana, and Wisconsin based on long-term yearly data.
In this sequel we present comparable trends and variations in
median fall arrivals and/or departures at these same four sites
and over the same spans of years. Except for the two pub-
lished reports included in this paper we found no other long-
term studies of fall migration by North American land birds
with comparable data. F. M. Chapman (1910) presented tables
of fall migrant arrivals and departures by 10-day intervals in
New Jersey and adjacent New York, but he published neither
exact dates nor years of study. For clarity and continuity we
have repeated partial descriptions of our study areas, methods,
and statistical information from our earlier paper.

Study Areas and Methods

Our primary migration data were recorded from 1965 to
1987 in eastern Illinois near (A) Charleston (39°30'N,
88°11'W) and from 1946 to 1987 in eastern Indiana near (B)
Richmond (39°50'N, 84°51'W). Comparable data were gath-
ered in 1969-1983 by Craig and Franks (1987) in western Illi-
nois near (C) Macomb (40°29'N, 90°40'W) and in 1966-1985
by Lange (1986) in southern Wisconsin near (D) Baraboo
(43°27'N, 89°45'W). These four locations are shown in Figure
1, and because fall data were sometimes lacking, for a species
to appear in our tables the minimum number of sample years
were (A) 12, (B) 10, (C) 8 and (D) 11.

From our own observations of yearly first arrivals and
last departures at sites A and B together with reports to us
from competent observers we calculated median dates as
average arrivals and departures to minimize the skewing
effect of extreme records and to match the two published
sources at C and D. We adopted Craig and Franks’ (1987) pro-
cedure of using the earlier arrival and later departure date of
the central pair when a calculated median fell between two
consecutive dates for samples involving an even number of
years. From our own arrival and departure records we also
computed means and standard errors as measures of annual
variability involving unequal sample sizes.

Regional Trends

As year-round birders have experienced, detecting the
first arrivals and last departures of fall migrants is far more
challenging than recording the first appearance of each
species in spring. Alexander Wetmore (1926) aptly stated that
“arrival in spring is particularly punctual ...” but “definite
data for the rate at which birds travel south in autumn are
lacking, as at that season birds are quieter than in spring and
more difficult to observe. The journey in many cases also is
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The Brown Thrasher is one of a group of lllinois summer resi-
dents studied by the authors. Photo taken 17 December 2000
by Dennis Oehmke.

140°

Figure 1. Migration data centers for E lllinois at (A) Charleston, E Indiana at
(B) Richmond, W lllinors at (C) Macomb and S Wisconsin at (D) Baraboo.
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Table 1. Median Fall Arrival Dates of 24 Transients and Winter Residents at

Four Midwestern Sites (n = sample years SR = summer resident)

S Wisconsin W Illinois E Illinois E Indiana
Species Median n Median n Median n Median n
Red-breasted Nuthatch SR* 9/14 10 9/17 14 9/29 14
_Brown Creeper SR ________________ 9./29, 10 10/06 21 S
Winter Wren SR 930 8 1008 12 1001 12
Golden crowned nglet ---------------- 9 /24 --------- 18 10/02 11 10/05 23 10/02 17
IRuby-crowned Kinglet 9/17 20 9/12 10 9/27 23 9/271:1
Swainson’s Thrush 9/03 18  9/08 10 902 20  9/03 23
Hermit Thrush 1002 17 1006 11  10/08 22  10/02 17
Tennessee Warbler 8/24 17 9/02ﬁ 108/29 23 | 9/11 19
Nashville Warbler SR 9/0211 9/11 22 912 15
Chestnut s:ded Warbler SR 8/31 11 8/2S IIIIIIII 20 ....... 8/30 10
vMagnolla Warbler “ SR 9/02 12 8/30 23 -------- 9/0“2 “““ 17
Yellow-rumped Warbler /18 19 916 11 929 23  10/01 19
Black-thr‘-.m(ireen Warble‘r-mw SR 9/04 13 9/0422 9/13 15
“ﬁllz.\ckburnian Warbler SR 8/30 10 8/29 21 8/24 10
Bay-breasted Warbler ~~ 9/14 19 9/05 10 901 22  9/06 16 |
Blackpoll Warbler o3 14 911 8 91l 12 923 10
Black-and-white Wﬁrbler SR 828 10 824 23 901 16
American Redstart SR 831 10 825 21 831 15
Canada Warbler SR 9/0198/26 18 828 12

American Tree Sparrow 10/25 11 10/30 8 11/15 207 - 11/13 10

Fox Sparrow 10/06 14 10/08 11 10/09 19 10/22 12
Swamp Sparrow SR 10/04 9 /07 23 9-/29 10
White-throated sparrow 94 18 919 11 929 23 929 20 |

Dark-eyed Junco 923 20 1006 15  10/07 23 1001 21

* SR = summer resident.
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Table 2. Median Fall Departure Dates of 27 Transients and Summer Residents at
Four Midwestern Sites

S Wisconsin W Illinois E Illinois E Indiana
Species Median n Median n Median n Median n

ChlmneySWIft 9/30 18 10/18 9 10/12 23 10/09 15

Eastern Wood- Pewee 9/25 20 9/29 10 10/03 22 10/@3 15

EasternPhoebe 10/10 20 10/20 11 10/15 15 10/06 13

Red- eyed Vlreo 9/29 19 10/03 11 10/05 23 9/30 15

Barn Swallow 9/08 14 10/18 10 9/20 20 9/03 15

House Wren 9/28 18 10/13 10 710/11 22 10/03 15

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 10/29 20 11/28 10 10/31 23 10/30 11

Swainson’s Thrush 9/30 18 10/02 10 9/29 22 10/02 20

Hermit Thrush N S e e

Gray Catbird 10/04 19 1013 10  10/07 23  10/09 19

BrownThrasher 10/04 15  10/29 10 10001 21  10/02 21

TennesseeWarbler 10/06 17 10/08 10 10/15 23 10/10 15 |

NashVIlleWarbler 10/02 20 10/13 11 10/17 23 10/12 10

Magnolia Warbler 930 19 1001 12 1007 23 1009 16
Yellow-rumped Warbler 1027 19 1109 11 1/08 23 1114 14

Black-thr. Green Warbler 9/30 19 10/09 13 10/14 22 10/15 11
Blackburman Warbler 9/18 16 9/24 10 9/27 18 9/29 10
Bay-breasted Warhler 9/28 19 9/25 10 10/06 23 10/17 14

Black—and whlteWarbler 9/28 16 10/01 10 10/01 22 9/29 12
Amerlcan Redstart 9/30 18 9/30 10 10/02 23 10/01 17

Ovenblrd 9/22 13 9/23 9 10/05 23 10/03 19
CanadaWarbler 9/04 11 9/18 9 9/16 17 9/17 12

Eastern Towhee 1013 20 1030 10 1026 16 10/24 14
r.eldsparrow 1013 13 11007 10 1101 21 11/07 10

FoxSparlow 11/09 14 11/27 11 11/05 21 11/17 10

Rose-breasted Grosbeak ~ 9/29 18 10/03 11  10/02 21 1001 11
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irregular and prolonged.” Couple those problems with our
awareness thatin [all there are fewer observers alield making
fewer notes and we are not surprised by the greater variability
in fall dates between sites and between years than those we
reported in spring. Given the total years of fall data at the four
sites ranging from 44 for the Blackpoll Warbler to 79 for the
Dark-eyed Junco, it is tempting to regard relatively small dif-
ferences in median dates among the sites as representing actu-
al trends but with the above limitations in mind we have tried
to single out a few major patterns and to ignore anomalous
data. Why, for instance, should average fall arrival dates for
four species be earlier in W Illinois than in S Wisconsin near-
ly 220 miles farther north (Table I) or why should Barn Swal-
lows stay later in S Wisconsin than in E Indiana about 330
miles farther to the southeast (Table 2)?

In our 1996 report on 91 spring migrants in the mid-
west, we found that 25 kinds (27%) had medial arrival dates
at the Illinois and Indiana sites with the same four-clay spans
for their species. Among our 24 fall arrivals (Table 1), only
Golden-crowned Kinglets and Magnolia Warblers demonstrat-
ed this degree of uniformity at the same three sites. Long-term
average arrivals of Swainson’s Thrushes in S Wisconsin near-
ly equaled those in E Illinois and E Indiana but typically
occurred five days later in W Illinois.

Surprisingly, among the median fall departure dates of
27 species (Table 2), Swainson’s Thrushes, Black-and-white
Warblers, American Redstarts, and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks
were last seen at all four sites within the five-day intervals as
were Fastern Wood-Pewees and Canada Warblers across Illi-
nois and Indiana. Site departure dates were also nearly identi-
cal for Ruby-crowned Kinglets and Brown Thrashers except
in W Illinois. There Craig and Franks (1987) reported their
earliest annual departure of kinglets on 29 October and
thrashers on 29 September, both nearly the same as our medi-
an departures in E Illinois and E Indiana. Their median depar-
tures [or these two species were a month later than ours. Such
differences create more questions than answers.

In Richard Graber’s (1968) study of directional orienta-
tion by migrants in central Illinois he reported most radar

images in spring were heading toward the northeast, and the
majority of fall migrants were tracking southeastward. Our
comparisons of spring arrival dates across Illinois and Indiana
(Hunt and Cope 1996) suggested the opposite orientation but
without statistical standing. Although five land bird species in
spring usually arrived first in W Illinois followed by E Illinois
and E Indiana, 14 species were found first in E Indiana and
last in W Illinois. In our combined fall arrival (Table 1) and
fall departures (Table 2) nine species were recorded from west
to east and six from east to west. The only species we detected
with the same arrival direction both spring and fall were Fox
Sparrows traveling eastward and Black-throated Green and
Bay-breasted Warblers with westward trends.

Annual Variations

In our previous paper on the arrivals of spring migrants
we identified 10 species as valid harbingers of spring with their
limited variability in E Illinois and E Indiana arrival dates. Con-
sidering the wide range of median fall dates regionally we won-
dered whether annual differences over many fall migrations at

The Hermit Thrush had the least annual variability in recorded
arrival dates in southern Wisconsin, western lllinois, Eastern
llinois and eastern Indiana, based on the authors’ research.
Photo taken in Springfield, Sangamon County, 21 December
2000 by Dennis Oehmke.

Table 3. Five Fall Migrants With the Least Annual Variability in Recorded Arrival Dates

Listed by Pooled Standard Error Increases and Range in Days

Species Site Years Mean SE Range
White-throated Sparrow EILL 23 9/30 0.96 18
E IND 20 9/28 1.09 19
Golden-crowned Kinglet E.ILL 23 10/05 0.85 18
E IND 17 10/02 1.26 21
Magnolia Warbler EILL 23 8/30 1.00 24
E IND 17 9/03 1.61 26
Hermit Thrush E ILL 22 10/07 1.00 22
E IND 17 10/03 1.69 30
Swainson’s Thrush EILL 20 9/04 1.04 15
E IND 23 9/04 1.87 37
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our two sites would be considerable. Although there was less
consistency than in spring, five species had relatively small
standard errors around their mean arrival dates (Table 3) with
Magnolia Warbler also included in the spring list.

The Chimney Swift ranked first in the group of five
most predictable departing species (Table 4) with the smallest
combined standard errors and narrowest range of dates just as
it did in our 91 spring arrivals. The third-ranked Rose-breast-
ed Grosbeak was tenth in that select spring group and the Bal-
timore Oriole, fourth in the spring list, actually ranked second
in the least variable E Illinois fall departures with a mean date
of 7 September (n=21) and an SE of 1.24 but the E Indiana
sample size was inadequate for consideration.

Just as we concluded in our spring report, the recording
of annual migration dates admittedly lacks precision. Each
year the exact day a species first arrives or last leaves an area
and the times it is recording doing so is likely a rare event. We

The median fall departure date Fox Sparrow in western lllinois
is 27 November, based on research done by the authors.
Photo taken 9 March 1996 northwest of Springfield,
Sangamon County, by Dennis Oehmke.

still believe that long-term-median dates provide useful infor-
mation for comparing regional and temporal trends and varia-
tions among midwestern migrants. In E Indiana, the median
departures we have reported here were based largely on yearly
records before 1970. In recent years, White-throated Sparrows
have become regular winter residents there, Hermit Thrushes
and Yellow-rumped Warblers linger more frequently, and
Eastern Towhees, Field Sparrows, and Fox Sparrows have
also wintered. How many other species will extend their stay
if a gradual warming trend extends throughout our region?
Verification with long-term data becomes essential.

Statistical Information

In Tables 1 and 2 each median arrival or departure repre-
sents the middle recorded date in a chronological sequence and
is less affected by occasional extreme dates or chance clusters
than either an arithmetic mean or mode. In Tables 3 and 4 the
standard error (SE) is an estimate of the variability around
each mean where sample sizes are unequal. For each mean
date plus or minus 1 standard error the probability is 68% that
this interval includes the true population mean for that species
at the site and doubling the SE would increase to 95% the like-
lihood that the true mean falls within this expanded interval.
We emphasize that the SE indicates nothing about the expected
arrival or departure date in any single year. Each range repre-
sents the actual number of days between the earliest and latest
arrival or departure dates for which we have records.
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Table 4. Five Fall Migrants With the Least Annual Variability in Recorded Departure

Dates Listed by Pooled Standard Error Increases and Range in Days

Species Site Years Mean SE Range
Chimney Swift E ILL 23 10/10 1.01 25
E IND 15 10/09 0.64 9
Common Nighthawk EILL 18 10/03 1.44 23
E IND 20 10/09 1.45 29
Rose-breasted Grosbeak E ILL 21 10/03 1.54 27
E IND 11 10/01 1.79 18
Swainson’s Thrush E ILL 21 9/29 1.89 34
E IND 20 10/04 153 27
Black-throated Green Warbler EILL 22 10/13 1.42 27
E IND 11 10/16 2.01 25
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The American Tree Sparrow’s median arrival date in eastern
Iinois is 15 November, based on studies by the authors.
Dennis Oehmke photographed this bird in Springfield,
Sangamon County 17 December 2000.

Gull Frolic Photo Quiz

To honor the second annual Gull Frolic being sponsored by the Illinois Ornithological Society and other groups
15 February 2003 at Winthrop Harbor, we present this quiz of photos taken there last winter season.

Photo A
was taken
by Kanae
Hirabayashi
20 January
2002.
Identify
both
species.

Photo C was
taken by
Eric Walters
during the
Gull Frolic
at North
Point Mari-
na in Lake
County, in
February
2002,

Can you

identify it?

Answers will appear in a future issue of Meadowlark.

Photo B was |
taken by
Kanae
Hirabayashi
20 January
2002. Hint:
This is the
same species
as one
shown in
Photo A, but
a different
subspecies.

Photo D was
taken by Eric
Walters during
the Gull Frolic
at North Point
Marina in Lake
County, Febru-
ary 2002, Can
you identity it?
Hint: It’s the
same bird as
Photo C, but a
different age.

In the meantime, mark your calendars for 15 February 2003, Gull Frolic at the North Point Marina Yacht Club,
Winthrop Harbor, Lake County, Illinois, where you can learn how to identify these and other winter gulls.
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American Robin Nests in Chicago

Yard in December
by Jane C. Pedersen

American Robins (Turdus migratorius) in my
Chicago yard in December are not that unusual, but 13
December 2001, a robin flying into the white spruce tree
(Picea glauca), which was transplanted from Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula to my yard in 1977, caught my eye.
Already late for work, I watched the tree while finishing
my preparations, and what I saw piqued my curiosity.
The robin was flying in and out of the tree repeatedly and
a pile of grasses was placed near the tree’s trunk about 15
feet from the ground. Totally absorbed, I watched as the
robin arrived each time with what incredulously
appeared to be nesting material. Later that evening,
alongside the bright, glowing Christmas tree lights, I saw
a fairly significant clump of grasses on the limb. The next
morning, two robins were involved in the building, and
by late afternoon what eventually materialized was a
complete and typical American Robin’s nest.

What exactly would trigger a nesting attempt in
December? Some consider the winter of 2001/2002 as
the winter that did not happen. At the end of February
2002, only 3 percent of the money budgeted for snow
removal by Chicago had been utilized. This was only the
second winter season in 129 years with the fewest sub-
32 degree days; just 44 percent of Chicago’s normal
winter precipitation had fallen; above-50 degree temper-
ature days were more than two times the normal; only
nine other winters in 129 years had no zero degree
recordings; only 3 percent of the temperature highs in
2001/2002 had been in the teens, 10 to 20 degrees F
(Skilling 2002). In addition, three goslings with two
watchful parents were reported by two Chicago Police
detectives 22 January near 26th and California Avenue
in Chicago. Fortunately, one of the detectives is a local
birder, and when others in the birding community told
him it could not be true, he and his partner returned 29
January and confirmed that a family of five Canada
Geese (Branta canadensis) were residing in the reten-
tion pond behind the women’s prison on the west side of
the complex (pers. comm. Munoz and Whalen). Lastly,
several American Woodcocks had been reported dis-
playing in the southern part of the state (Bennett 2002).

In spite of the unusual climate patterns, I thought
that nesting birds were probably more attuned to the cycle
of light and dark than to weather and temperature. Even
though some owls, occasionally Mourning Doves, and
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The American Robin remains in lllinois during winter when food sup-
ply is plentiful. Eric Wallers took this photo of a robin at Evanston's
Northwestern Universily, Cook County 14 November 1998.

some species of finches will begin nesting in winter, an
American Robin breeding in Illinois in December seemed
quite rare. The Peterson Field Guide to Birds’ Nests
(Harrison 1975) reports two records of winter nesting
attempts by American Robin: Ellwood City, Pennsylvania
in January 1965 in which there were eggs; and Colombus,
Ohio in December 1965, in which there were young.
Neither attempts produced young that grew to adulthood.
Quickly sharing this odd avian behavior over IBET
(Illinois birders’ Internet listserve), Leslie Borns, a
Chicago birder, offered helpful counsel and predicted that
if indeed the robins were serious about nesting, they
would probably disappear for a while following the nest
completion. This turned out to be the case, as the robins
appeared to even abandon their daily visit to the backyard
bird bath. Then, to the delight of my family, the female
arrived on Christmas Day to commence her “big sit.”
For the next nine days, we never observed the
female leaving the nest, nor did we observe the male
feeding her. We kept a careful eye on the female robin
from the warmth of our living room, because the nest
was about five feet from the picture window. The male
robin, however, could generally be found somewhere
nearby, acting as sentinel. Could she really be sitting on
eggs? It seemed impossible but by day 10, when the
female began to leave the nest for brief periods, we felt
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comfortable checking further. Rigging up a contraption
consisting of a kitchen mop, vanity mirror, and lots of
duct tape, we were able to determine the presence of
what appeared to be three blue eggs. A few days later,
when our homemade egg-viewing device became a bit
more sophisticated, and we were able to have longer
looks, there were actually only two eggs in the nest, so
we were not sure if one egg was taken during that time.

As we watched this event unfold, I began to
research what food would be helpful to provide for the
robins if there were to be any chance this would be a suc-
cessful nesting attempt. Starting with plumped raisins
and bits of fruit, I finally visited Ed Shirley Sports in
Morton Grove, where I purchased wax worms, red
worms, and, eventually, carefully filleted night crawlers
to feed the robins, who slowly became accustomed to
their daily feast. The temperatures continued to remain
above freezing most days, and I surmised the robins
were also getting food from the environment. One day,
while preparing for out-of-town guests, I tidied the front
yard and observed one of the robins picking at the leaf
litter where I had disturbed it.

A Chicago Tribune reporter and photographer vis-
ited 9 January, and 10 January, an article with a color
photograph of the male robin on the nest appeared on the
front page of the Metro section (Madhani 2002). Doug
Stotz, conservation ecologist at the Field Museum in
Chicago, gave helpful scientific data about what triggers
nesting in birds. Stotz said the winter robin nesting is
perplexing because a bird’s biological clock is triggered
by the pattern of sunlight that notifies it to breed in
spring and summer. “I’ve never heard of a robin nesting
at this time of year,” Stotz said. The most likely expla-
nation is that the warm weather made them think they
could nest in the winter (Madhani 2002).

Each evening at bedtime, shining my flashlight bea-
con through the window, I confirmed the female robin’s
presence onthe nest. She always sat on the nest facing the
street, and although I could not see her body after dark, I
could make out the spike of her tail, with her feathers
edged in white sticking up out of the nest. The male was
visible nearby all day, but disappeared around dusk.

Thursday, 10 January 2002, much to my disap-
pointment, the female was not on the nest in the evening.
This was Day 17 of her incubation, and since the aver-
age incubation period for American Robin is 12 to 14
days, she may have realized the eggs would not be
viable. For the next two mornings, she was back on the
nest where she remained throughout the day, but, again,
each night she was gone. On her last day of interest in
the nest (Day 20), the female was in the tree, occasion-
ally standing on the edge of the nest, a few times leaning
into the nest appearing to nudge the eggs. She did not
again sit on the nest.
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The first sig-
nificant snow fall
since this nesting
phenomenon
began came 16
January 2002,
which was Day 23
since the female
had begun incuba-
tion. The female
robin sat quietly
inside the tree
most of the day,
but did not show
interest in the
nest. Three robins
appeared in the
backyard 19 Jan-
uary, and from that
date, at least two
birds came to the
yard for daily vis-
its the remainder
of the winter. I
continued to feed
them rations of
raisins, especially
on the coldest days
and the few days
when there was snow cover.

American Robins have nested in our 25 by 125 foot
city lot several times in the 26 years we have lived here,
sometimes successfully, sometimes not. The robins have
used the rafters on the back porch several times, which
seemed a good choice considering I once observed an
American Crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) steal a fledg-
ling from a nest in the same spruce tree where the pair
of American Robins built a nest the winter of
2001/2002.

David Willard, Curator of Birds for the Field
Museum, has accepted the two robin eggs and the nest
as part of the museum’s renowned collection.
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An American Robin pair built a nest in a

white spruce tree in Chicago the winter of
2001/2002. Photo by A. Stephen Somora, Jr.

Two blue eggs were laid in the nest built by
American Robins in a while spruce tree in
Chicago the winter of 2001/2002. Photo by
A. Stepten Somara, Jr.

Jane C. Pedersen, 841 W. Wrightwood Ave., Chicago, I1. 60614;
JaneLCSW@aol.com.
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A Woodland Shorebird Winters

in Southern Illinois
by Frank Bennett

The start of the annual October and November
rainy season signals the patiently waiting American
Woodcock (Scolopax minor) to begin migrating south.
The heavy rains also push the woodcock’s favorite food,
earthworms, very close to the surface, if not above the
surface, supplying woodcocks and other species’ nour-
ishment during their long journeys south. In southern
Illinois, a few American Woodcocks linger, which pro-
longs migration, but only an exceptional few stay
throughout the winter.

It came as no surprise then that in late November
2001, American Woodcocks were still in southern
Illinois. The surprise came one evening when the wood-
cocks began doing breeding displays, usually reserved
for spring in Illinois, right near my home in New
Columbia (Massac County). The displays were brief, but
the woodcocks performed nightly through the end of
November. Surely these birds would migrate soon.

The first half of December remained unseasonably
warm, and the woodcocks continued to perform every
night the first eight days of the month. They began at
5:05 p.m. and ended at 5:20 p.m. Most evenings, three
males competed fiercely and sometimes could be seen
side by side in an aerial duel. Their wings appeared at
times to be touching as they circled higher and higher,
sometimes disappearing when they flew so high up. Soon
they would flutter back to earth like a fallen leaf, twitter-
ing and twisting the whole time. Moments after landing,
they would resume their peenting. Each evening’s per-
formance was a little different. Some evenings one male
would peent and do his flight displays; other evenings,
three peented and did their aerial dances.

The woodcocks did not make an appearance 9, 10,
or 11 December — two of those evenings it was raining.
A single male was back in action 12 December. He
began at 5:00 p.m. and ended at 5:12 p.m. I was not
home 13 December. One male showed off again 14
December between 5:05 and 5:15 p.m. The temperature
was in the 30s in the morning and the 40s during the day.

I did the Rend Lake Christmas Bird Count 15
December. Back at home on 16 December, the wood-
cock performance started again at 5:05 p.m. Two males
began peenting and soon were into an aerial duel. They
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The American Woodcock is a rare winter resident in southern Illinois.
This photo was taken in Lincoln Park, Chicago, 28 March 1993 by
Kanae Hirabayashi.

flew out of sight side by side. After they re-landed,
another male entered the display field. Soon all three
males were peenting, and before long, one after the other
launched into an aerial dance. The birds performed until
5:25 p.m. and then came abrupt silence.

Only one bird made an appearance 18 December,
but he put on a long performance of peenting with one
aerial dance. He quit by 5:30 p.m. Two males dueled as
usual at 5:05 p.m. 19 December, and 20 December, the
third woodcock once again entered the field. The tem-
perature remained above normal for this time of year.

Four birds were observed 22 December flying sep-
arately into the display field; three birds constantly peent-
ed and performed aerial flights repeatedly. This was by
far the most active evening. The festivities began at 5:05
p.m., and ended at 5:22 p.m. Again, at 5:05 p.m. 23
December, two males peented and danced until 5:18 p.m.
The next day, I heard two males peenting at 6:30 a.m.

I was unable to watch for another performance
until 28 December, and no woodcocks were out that
night. However, while walking the property during the
day, I flushed three woodcocks. That would be my last
sighting for woodcocks in December. Naturally, I could
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not relocate any of the birds for my Mermet Lake
Christmas Bird Count 31 December.

Then on 10 January 2002, the woodcocks began to
perform again, and they did so nearly all month, with just
a few exceptions. They continued into February, and one
evening six males were displaying in the field. My wife,
Myra, and I enjoyed the evening performances, especial-
ly one night in February when the birds seemed to be in
the air constantly twittering, and peenting everywhere.

The American Woodcock typically begins migrat-
ing to its breeding grounds in the northern two-thirds of
the United States, including Illinois, and southern
Canada in late January through early March. The species
is triggered to migrate by the amount of day length, the
moon phase, and the passage of weather fronts. They
leave just after sunset and migrate alone or in small
flocks at low altitudes flying at about 30 to 40 miles per
hour (Krementz and Jackson 1999). Birds nesting in the
South begin breeding as early as late January; most nest-
ing on the northern breeding grounds begins from March
to early May.

In the Carolinas, Georgia, and Florida, male wood-
cock carry on their courtship activities in open fields
throughout most of the year, although most performances
are from late winter through early summer (Krementz
and Jackson 1999). In their most northerly breeding loca-
tions, woodcocks may begin migrating back south in late
September, but most migrate in October (Krementz and
Jackson 1999). By Thanksgiving, most woodcocks have
Jeft their summer breeding grounds and are either headed
toward or arrived at their southern winter homes includ-
ing the states of Louisiana, Georgia, the Carolinas and
Florida. By mid-December, most birds are on their win-
tering grounds, where they “follow a daily cycle of roost-
ing, feeding and courtship,” according to Krementz and
Jackson (1999).

The American Woodcock needs to find worms

within an inch or two of the surface nearly every day of
its life (Krementz and Jackson 1999). Some of the
woodcock’s favorite worms in the northern states are
introduced European species (Reynolds 1977). Weather
affects worm action — if the surface soil is too cold or
too hot, the worms will go deeper. Edwards and Bohlen
(1996) say “a soil temperature of 50° to 68°F is about
right for most of the woodcock’s favorite worms.” A
woodcock also needs proper surface soil moisture in
which to feed. “Surface soil moisture of about 20 per-
cent to 50 percent is best for woodcock and worms,” say
Edwards and Bohlen (1996).

The combination of forest succession, land loss to
urbanization, large-scale conversion to monoculture habi-
tats, and unknown factors have contributed to the decline
of woodcock. Since the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
began monitoring woodcock populations in 1968, wood-
cock in the eastern United States have experienced an
average annual decline of 2.6 percent (Bruggink 1998).
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Oklahoma Museum of Natural History.

family and friends. They will be missed.
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Two fine ornithologists who contributed to Meadowlark: A Journal of Illinois Birds and the Illinois Ornithological
Society recently passed away: James B. Cope, who died in March 2002 and Victoria Byre, who died in November 2002.

Cope was a biology professor and longtime curator of Earlham College’s natural history museum. He and L. Barrie
Hunt, who also serves on the Editorial Advisory Board for Meadowlark, published their data on mean arrival dates of
spring migrants in a past issue as well as mean arrival and departure dates for fall migrants in this issue (page 88). Cope
and his wife, Helen, founded the 102-acre Cope Environmental Center in Centerville, Indiana in 1992.

Byre served on the Editorial Advisory Board for Meadowlark and wrote an article with Mary Hennen on her research
with Eastern Bluebirds in DuPage County for this publication. She was well-known in the Illinois birding and scientific
community for spearheading the Chicago Peregrine relcase project before she moved to Oklahoma to work at the

Byre and Cope provided valuable information to the Illinois birding community. We extend sincere condolences to their
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by David B. Johnson

Overall the CBC season fluctuat-
ed from warm to cold, then back to
warm the last few days of the period.
The cold temperatures, in most cases,
were not cold long enough to freeze
open water throughout the state, and
snowfall was almost nil. The average
low temperature was 27.5° F and the
average high temperature was 38.6° F
— a 17 degree difference from the pre-
vious cold and snowy CBC season of
2000/2001 (Johnson 2001) when the
temperatures were an average low of
10.5° F and an average high of 21.7° F.
What a difference a year can make for
tallying some excellent water and land-
bird numbers — this all due to the lack
of a prolonged cold and hard freeze.
Nearly all counts recorded some very
high counts for many species that lin-
gered longer farther north. There were
the misses and low counts of species,
too — and when are we going to get a
major winter finch invasion? Some
compilers and field observers often
state that cold weather serves to con-
centrate the birds for counting purpos-
es — maybe so — but this season the
warm weather did work to produce
some very high aggregate numbers of
bird data. Several counts — for the first
time ever — hit the magic century
mark or above! Here, then, is the count.

Results from 60 counts included
169 species and one unrecognized form.
Several counts joined the elite 100
species mark or above. These included:
Union County (100), Mermet Lake
(102), Carlyle Lake (103), and Rend
Lake (104). Congratulations on this
challenging achievement. Fermilab-
Batavia made the “century club” by tal-
lying the highest number of field
observers, 102. Waukegan had the high-
est number of feeder observers, 65.

Twenty-one all-time state high
counts were set for an individual species
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total recorded within a count circle. 17
Common Loons lingered at Clinton
Lake, 74 Horned Grebes were tallied at
Carlyle Lake. 8,965 Double-crested
Cormorants, 2,751 Bonaparte’s Gulls
and 8,203 American Robins were
recorded at Rend Lake. 965 Tundra
Swans and 5,075 Lesser Scaup were at
Clinton, IA along the Mississippi River.
Five Great Egrets were at Collinsville.
3,000 Greater White-fronted Geese
were at Union; in addition, this count
had a record four Marsh Wrens.
Cypress Creek tallied a record 178
Northern Harriers and 106 Wilson’s
Snipe. Newton had a record 305
Bufflehead and 21 Eurasian Collared-
Doves. Princeton tallied 3,390
American Coots, a record due to a wet-
land initiative and habitat restoration at
Lake Hennepin. Fermilab-Batavia tal-
lied 18 Cooper’s Hawks and 1,065
Black-capped Chickadees. Shapville
recorded 334 Wild Turkeys. Calumet
City-Sand Ridge noted six Great
Black-backed Gulls. Waukegan tied a
record three Lesser Black-backed
Gulls with Calument City-Sand Ridge
(in 1991). Finally, the three Yellow-
headed Blackbirds at Princeton-
Commanche, IA was a record count.

The top ten total numbers of
individuals (in order of abundance)
were: Red-winged Blackbird (527,582),
Mallard (331,023), Common Grackle
(254,807), European Starling (176,382),
American Crow (176,152), Canada
Goose (161,401), Snow Goose (106,
626), blackbird sp. (88,757), Ring-
billed Gull (52919), and House
Sparrow (41,201).
Regularly Occurring Species

Many of the large data aggre-
gates of certain species may note
trends of greater population successes
to the north. Three good examples of
this are Double-crested Cormorant

(9,732 in 23 circles), American White
Pelican (251 in 9 circles), and Eastern
Bluebird (1,928 in 48 circles). Other
species including Killdeer (1.925 in 32
circles) simply lingered longer. Then,
there were the early wintering popula-
tion shifts. Certainly the large numbers
of Snow Geese, Greater White-fronted
Geese, (6,164 in 22 circles), and to a
smaller extent, Ross’s Geese (39 in 9
circles, 20 years ago this goose was a
rare vagrant visitor to Illinois) are
indicative of a west to east movement
of geese that historically wintered far-
ther west than Illinois. Within the state
the larger numbers of Cooper’s Hawks
(175 in 46 circles) certainly suggests a
larger population success (at least this
is an average of three per circle when
20 years ago this used to be a rare
accipiter to find on a CBC). What
about the re-introduced Wild Turkeys
(1,390 in 36 circles)? They are increas-
ing in numbers while Ring-necked
Pheasants (206 in 27 circles) and Gray
Partridge (none) seem to be on a down-
ward slide. This was a good mast year
particularly  for  white  oaks.
Accordingly good numbers of Blue
Jays (10,459 in 58 circles) and Red-
headed Woodpeckers (1,287 in 52 cir-
cles) were recorded. Red-bellied
Woodpeckers (3,911 in 60 circles) per-
the Red-headed
Woodpecker’s increased numbers. 437
Pileated Woodpeckers (in 33 circles)
were found particularly in river-bottom
woods. Several field observers and
compilers mentioned that White-
breasted Nuthatches seemed to be
everywhere; 3,924 (in 59 circles) was a
good count. Fruit eaters such as the
aforementioned Eastern Bluebirds,
American Robins (24,790 in 57 cir-
cles), and Cedar Waxwings (5,877 in
50 circles) were widespread this season

haps overshadow

by increased numbers. Robins were
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also observed eating worms! Dark-eyed
Juncos were the commonest sparrow
(23,148 in 60 circles) plus 10
“Oregons” were noted. The next most
common sparrow was the American
Tree Sparrow (11,236 in 56 circles) fol-
lowed by another widespread sparrow,
the White-throated Sparrow (4,607 in
57 circles). Finally, Northern Cardinal
continues to be our ubiquitous state bird
(14,430 in 60 circles).

CBC Firsts and Rarities

After the Waukegan CBC coun-
ters last year missed the almost winter-
ing ultra vagrant Red-cockaded
Woodpecker, they did not come up
short this year, recording a state-first
CBC record and wintering pine-barren
Brown-headed Nuthatch, an amazing
CBC record. Also, new to the state CBC
list was a Sterna tern recorded at Rend
Lake. Otherunusual lingering or rarities
included several Red-throated Loons,
one at Evanston (North Shore), one at
Rend Lake, and a count week bird at
Carlyle Lake. Crab Orchard had the
only Red-necked Grebe. The aforemen-
tioned increase in American White
Pelican numbers certainly was unusual.
Most noteworthy were the two north-
ernmost singletons at Joliet and Lisle
Arboretum; these are the first CBC
records for the Chicago Area. The only
lingering American Bittern was noted at
Rend Lake; there was a count week bird
at Newton. Pere Marquette had a Great
Egret in addition to the aforementioned

Brown-headed Nuthatch made it on Illinois’
Christmas Bird Count. This is the state’s first
record. David B. Johnson took this photo at llinois
Beach State Park, Lake County, 13 July 2001,
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high of five at Collinsville. Twenty-
four Blue-winged Teal (in six circles)
noted that species lingering status.
Two Harlequin Ducks were noted, one
at Evanston and an always rare inland
bird at Morris-Wilmington. Black
Scoters (2) were noted at Evanston,
and one was at Waukegan. Twenty-
three Long-tailed Ducks (in 5 circles)
was a bit better than last year’s single-
ton with Evanston having the highest
count of seventeen. The only Northern
Goshawk was an individual at
Bloomington. Only Two Golden
Eagles were noted, one at Crab
Orchard and one at Union. Six Merlins
(in 5 circles) were noted; Lisle
Arboretum had a noteworthy two indi-
viduals. Rend Lake and Waukegan had
the only Virginia Rails, one and two
respectively. Sandhill Cranes were
noted on only three counts: Evanston
(5), McHenry (84) and Clinton, IA (2).
Most amazing was Lisle Arboretum’s
two Greater Yellowlegs — a rare
northerly  record. Five Least
Sandpipers were noteworthy at Rend
Lake, but even more noteworthy was
the solitary individual at Starved Rock
(by the way, it was refreshing to obtain
in the field notes and a sketch, taken at
the time of observation, on the latter
record). Six American Woodcocks (in
4 circles) were all recorded in southern
[llinois: Bird Haven (1), Cypress
Creek (2), Crab Orchard (2) and Rend
Lake (1).

Unusual gulls were six Great
Black-backed Gulls at Calumet City-
Sandridge, and one was at Morris-
Wilmington. Iceland Gulls were noted
at Starved Rock (1) and Waukegan (1).
Nine Lesser Black-backed Gulls were
recorded in 4 circles with the south-
ernmost being at Carlyle and Rend
Lake. Glaucous Gulls were at
Waukegan (2) and Calumet City-
Sandridge (1). The
Eurasian Collared-Doves (77 in 7 cir-
cles) suggests a colonizing successful
species. A Barn Owl was noteworthy
at Union County and the three at
Cypress Creek were at a known loca-
tion. Eight Northern Saw-whet Owls

increase in

(in 5 circles) is reflective of observers
persistence to find this unusual winter-
ing owl; the same can be said for Long-
eared Owl with sixteen individuals
recorded in seven circles. 12 Eastern
Phoebes were tallied in three circles
with Union County noting ten individ-
uals: Lisle Arboretum had the north-
ernmost bird. Only eight Northern
Shrikes were noted; Barrington had a
high count of five. Collinsville noted a
Fish Crow. Jackson County and Union
had the only solitary House Wrens;
Jackson also had a well-described
Sedge Wren. Eight Marsh Wrens
statewide is perhaps more indicative of
field observers effort to tromp through
cattail marshes; those who make the
effort find the wrens. A rare
Townsend’s Solitaire was noted at
Barrington. One Gray Catbird was
noted at Chillicothe. Twenty-one
American Pipits in six circles was
noteworthy with the northernmost two
individuals at Champaign.

Four unusual warbler species
were noted: Union had the only
Orange-crowned Warbler, Rend Lake
tallied the only Pine Warbler, Cham-
paign had two Palm Warblers, and
Fermilab-Batavia recorded the north-
ernmost Common Yellowthroat and
Union County the southernmost. Two
well-described Chipping Sparrows
were noted, one at Rockford and one at
Bloomington. Only four Le Conte's
Sparrows were noted this year, three at
Mermet Lake-Massac County and one
at Newton. A solitary Western Meadow-
lark was at Union County. Twenty-
seven Brewer’s Blackbirds (in seven
circles), all for the most part well-
described, were a noteworthy data
aggregate. Finally, Shapvilles’s pho-
tographed Baltimore Oriole, coming
to a raisin feeder, was perhaps the
rarest lingerer of the season.

Low Counts

Low counts — or no counts?
Both Long-tailed Ducks and Ring-
necked Pheasants seem to be on the
wintering population slide, and as of
late, Rough-legged Hawk (72 in 31 cir-
cles) numbers seem to be down. And as
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every birder laments — where are the
Gray Partridge in Illinois? Fifty-three
Loggerhead Shrikes (in nine circles,
all in southern Illinois) seems like a
low count, but more continual data is
needed to be sure. I don’t know what
to make of a solitary Western
Meadowlark on the Union County
count. It’s my guess, and it’s just a
guess, that there are more Western
Meadowlarks in winter in Illinois than
perhaps we can identify. We should
not assume that all winter mead-
owlarks are Easterns. What ever hap-
pened to Evening Grosbeaks? This
species as well as Pine Grosbeak are
fast becoming birds that stay to the
north of us in winter, perhaps due to
more bird feeding stations. Overall
much more work needs to be done
with low counts perhaps with his-
tograms and “best fit lines” on a twen-
ty-year line of data, looking at effort
along with the affect of habitat and
weather variables.

Irruptive Species

The only inland Snowy Owls
were individuals noted at Illini and a
count week bird at Schapville. More
easily detected were singletons along
Lake Michigan at Chicago Lakefront
and  Waukegan. Red-breasted
Nuthatches (444 in 50 circles) were
scarce but still widespread. Eight
Northern Shrikes (in four circles) was a
reflection of that species staying (arther
north. Purple Finch (497 in 35 circles)
were tough to find whereas House
Finch (6,984 in 59 circles) were every-
where. Pine Siskin were recorded in
small numbers with 572 individuals in
25 circles. In the rarer finch department
Chautauqua had the only Red Cross-
bills — two. White-winged Crossbills
were about as rare with thirty-three in
three circles: Evanston (1), Springfield
(7) and Crane Lake — Sangamon
County (25). Clinton Lake recorded the
only not-so-common Common Red-
polls (4).

No Counts

Finally, two birds that didn’t
count were Fermilab-Batavia’s report-
ed Yellow Grosbeak and Waukegan’s
Common Raven. Both were suspects of
escapee, origin, and identification

questions.
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Illinois 2001/2002 Christroas Bird Count Table 1

Count Name _ Map LD, Wind | Wind [Veloc. Hours |Hours [P Miles |Miles { Owlin Compiler
Low on car | Miles jon foot|by car Emm
Andalusia | ANDA 0_|Open SE 10 25251 0751 24501330751 o.2s] 3311 4251  s8iRelv) McKay
[Barrington BARR 0 |Open N 4 825] 601 225] 2846] S18] 2328] 05|  0JDuane Heaton
Caluzes City-Sand Ridge CALU 0 [enily Froz |NW 14 69l 381 311 2721 33 2391 Ol  O|Caroln Marsh
| Chicsgo Lakefront cHIL 1500 25 05 [Open SE 5 16] 125 3] sis| 1s| 6] 0] o
|Chicego furban) CHIU | 16-Dec| 400| 1600] 40| 45 0 |Open SE 4 o 79| 12 2% ul 180] 4] 3leffrey Seaders
Clinton [A CLIA | 20-Dec] 44s[ 1713] 25| 42|Clear 0_|PrilyFroz__|W 3425] 7.75] 26.5| 29928] 6a2s] 293 ol  ofKeily 1 McKav
| Davenport 1A DAJA | 16-Dec] 500 1700] 44| 52 ight min 0_ |Open SW 64.75] 20.5] 4425] 47128] 2125] 430 OfKilly J. McKay
lnem DEKA 15-Dec| 45| 163¢] 36 34% 0 |Open SE 35.5| 1525] 2025] 348] 235] 3258 1|Kevin Jory
Eveasiw (sorth shore) EVNS | 29-Dec| 400 1630 11| 22]Clear: partly cloudy 0 |PrilyFroz _|NW 11 133.5] 1083 23] 384] 1o1] 233 28 [Ralph Hobist
Fermilsh-Batavia FERM | 15-Dec| 430] 1730] 30 wILazu Fog; cloudy 0 [Open SE ol 8] 102 2 4] 930 189] 155| 34| e4s.5| 1305 515 S| 2%.5|Doms Kania
Freepont FREE | 29-Dec| 715] 1600[ 12| 19]Partiy clondy 0-0.25] NW o] 5] 10 4 8| 4 30| 15| 283] 208 15| 419 1 27]Keth Bladkmare
Oimi Smic Pack il | 30.Dec| 500] 1700 8] 22 clear w s|_22] 10 3 3] 4 [ 2875] 625] 2251 287 6] 2] 1) 15/Jim
Jolict JoLl 15-Dec| _700] 1730 30| 42 <l SE s8] 16 0 of 9 73.5] 35.75] 37.75] S1S| 40| 475 10| Jerrv Olsm
| Kankaiee = KANK SJan| 415] 2000] 30| 36]Cloudy 0-0.5 [Panly Open |SW s| 0] a1 S|__85] 9-15 | 57.45] 41| 16.45] 22873 43.78] 185] 3 8|Jed Horrz
| Kishwaukes KISH | 29-Dec| 700] 1700 8| _18|Cloud 0-0.% [Pri} NW 15] 20| 29 7] 1a] 13 | 9625] 46| 5028] 48] 5175[59625] 2| 9.5|Bred Grover
Lislc Adboretum LISL 16-Dec| 430] 1630] 40 Cloud Open SE of 18] 7 3 6122-29] 16225 117.5] a47s] s3] 12| 441l 167 279
McHeory County MCHE | 15-Dec| 700] 1630] 23| 38]Cloudy: local fig Open SE of 15] ¥ [ o 14 79]36,25 | 4275] so65s| 3ss| 471 175 0[DavidA_ Frey
Morris-Wilmington MOWI | 29-Dec| 700] 1630 sl mlm;m O-1 |Priy Frox W o] 15| 12 [ ol 12 s8] 18] 40 47| 36| 4s4] 1]  20jerry Olson
Muscatine IA-IL City MUIA | 23-Dec| 500l 1715] 24| 27|Cloudy: fight snow PrilyFruz [SW o] 25| 10 6 6l 4 35| 95| 255]436.23] 1225] 424] ol  O[Kelly J MKsy
Princeton PRIN 16-Dec| 500 1600 41| 46{Cloudy Open SE 0 SE_5 0 of 2 | 1728] 3.8 1337s] 18sS] 35| y&a| 1.75]  18|%im Hempeon
Prigcemn-Camanche 1A PCIA | 19-Dec| 500] 1715] 35| 43|Qaar Open NW 10l 30| 6 [ o] 4 385 o] 26s] 3ss| sl 347] 0 0| Keily J. McKay
Rockford ROCK | 15-Dec| 700] 163 35] 41| Cloudy Open ls_s s|_10] 41 1 1113-22] 116.75] 71.78] 421 618] 86.5] 521.5] 173]  10|Dwmied T Wiltiams
SCHA | 29-Des| 700] 1700 S| 15[Clear 01 [PriyFroz _[NW ol 5] 18 3] 10| 6 43 4] 39 M5 6] 439 1 5] Teren:
Sarved Rock State Park SRSP I-Jan| _430] 1700 7| 23 [Pantty Cloudy; cloudy Prily Open_|W 35 10 12 a4 6 46] 165] 29.5] a0a28| 1826] 386] 2.7 Eﬁw
Thar Creek-Park Farest TCPE 16-DE| 700| 1600 28| 35| Cloudy IQE |§w s|__1o] 34 8 8| 13 | 6675] 2775] 39| 409.98] 29.75] 3802 o Olfim Kely
Van Petten VANP | 30 515]_170¢ 51 20| Clear; cloudy Prily Open[SW. B 9 0 4 3051 48l 261439781 4751 425 0l  alRetv] MicKay
[Waukeran 12 [Prly Open |S 5 30] 65| 106]10-13] 845| 6551 19] 42251 e1s] 3611 351 33l Greenbers
Whitc Pines [ NW 0 ] 4 35| _zsl _14] 265s] 1ss] 247
-Normal [ ISE of 1of 14 3 sl 6 35 21l 4] 27a] ] 2%
[ Bushnell [] Froz_ |W 15] 18] 10 0 of s 8] 65 2318 mzsl 7.25] 3?25!
| Champaizn County Open |SE 1 4 23 1 1] 2-10 64 so7s| 13.25] 259.5] 475 212
| Chamangus N.W.R, Open_ S 0] 3] 2 1 2] &7 | S27s| 17| 3s75] 336s| 125] 324]
Chillicothe Prily Froz__[VAR of 20] 1 0 of 7 s33] 198] 3¢l 36| 17] 348
Cliston Lake 24 |Open N of 5 0 of 4 38] 30| 18] 2495 238] 1226
Crane Lake-Sangamon 0 SE of 1s] 15 0 ol 6 | 367s| 16| 20751 2275] 13] 2145
Decatur 0 |Open Is s| 0] 14 3 4‘| 3 83| 305 8 | 18] ¢
Fose? Glen Presenve 005 Froz__|NW 1] 12] 14 1 1 3 sis]  33] msj 45| 275] 207
Mcredocia Island 0 |Open Iw 1 3] 10 0 o 45 34 1Bl 21| 3005] 135] 287
Middie Fork River Valley MFRV S-Jan| 45| 1730] 27| 39|Clesr; cloudy 0_|PrilyOpen [SW 6l 17| 16 ol of 810l 767s] 53| 2335 4915] sas] am
Pearia PEOR | 15-Dec| 645 1618] 34| 43|Partly cloudy 0 _|Open ISE 10] 20] 26] 0 of 9 ] 16l s s3] 1] 426
Qui QUIN | 15-Dec| 00| 1630] 36 «'t% 0 |Open SE 8] 15| 12| 3] s s 3665] 35| 363] 125 0[Ken Vait
Rushville RUSH | 26-Dec| #00] 1700] 10| 20|Clear 0 |Frozen NW of 1s| | 8| 8 4 1 [3 ¥ 1 1|Harol E. Hedden
|Sringfield 0 |Open ISE 5| 10| 16 2 2 8 432]  29] 403 3] 21|R Duvid Babiro
West=rn Mescer Co 0_|Open FL ¢ [ 7 [ 0f 24 280.5] 85| 267 525 61| Keliv ).
Baldwin Lake-Kaskaskis 0_|Open S o] 12| 18 3 6| 9 3209s] 2225] 298.7] 065] 0.1]Tim Dever
‘Haven Sanct. 0 [Open SW 1] 15[ 18 0 Sl 3 628] 0] e8] o 0|Feank E. Storment
Carlyie Lake 0_|Open SW 7 18 3| of 6 432 32| 400] 7] 132|Den Kasarbenm
Collinsville 0_|Open W s| sl s 0 ol s 3468] 168] 330 25| 10]Lawm B Hendrideon
Crab Orchard N.W R 0_[Open VAR 4] 1l 12 ="1l=s ml 27  22] 205] 35| 247|TmcyR Evams
Cvpress Creek 0_|Open NE s| 8] 21 0 of 10 365| 41 135|386 2}Jeff Hoover
Horsesboe Lake 0_|Open s of 12] 10 ] o] 6 307.5] 2ss| 282 0|V eroon KJeen
Jackson County 0 Froz _[SW of s 22 2l 3] 8 3339] 211 312.8] 4.25] 32 5[Rboats S, Mowroe
Lincoln Trail State Park 0_[Open IE_ 4 19| 17 0 of 8 ass| 65l 309] 0 0| Chartore Comeonon
[Marion Co. Kaskaskis Aodubom| MAR1 | 29-Dec| 700] 1600 0_|Open INw s| 18] 0| of 1 $9.125] 0625] s8.5| 0|  ofjoseph E MartcDuch
Mo Lake. Massac Co MRLK | 31-Dec|] 330 0_|Partv.Open |SW 1 5| of of 6 ] 18l 300] 6]  22[Frank Bemen
Newton NEWT | 21-Dec| 648 0_|Prtly Froz |sw s| ] [ o] 46 | 423 2| 205] 385 18.5] 310] o5 1}3ffary W. Walk
Pere Mamuetie Pack PEMR | 15-Dec| 800 0_[Open w s| w0 27 0 9 | esas] 1835] 27]23625] n2s| 225] 2 5| Rabert Thamas
Rend Lake RDLK | 15-Dec| 300| 0_|Open SE o] 15[ 1 0; of 1 615 0] 318] 407] 24| 3s3] 29]Keith A. McMalien
LUnion County UNION | 21-Dec|] 600 0 [Open S of 3] 2 ] of1o-u] o9s] sus| 35s5] a1s] 36 378 2 0| Vernon Kicen
Warbiulf Valley Sancruary WRBV 19-Dec| 700] 1700] 28] 40]Cloudy; partly clear 0 [Open |ss of 5] 13 2 4] s | e02s] ws| 2275] 2265] 17] 098] 0 0| Andres Douglas
27.533( 38.6 169l 182l 273 189 173121 1646.2] 20988] 1643.8] 19329] 124.9] 7547
1 |Avg Lo Avg Hi | | Total [ Tots! |Total Total |Total |Total |Total |Total |Tatal |Total |Total
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Mlinois 200072001 Northern CBCa

lﬁ WAUK | EVNS | CHIU | CHIL | CALY | MCHF | BARR | FERM | LISL | TCPF | JOLT | KANK | DEKA | MOWI | ILLI | Kisg | SRSP | FREE | WIPN | FRIN |TOTALS|
Red-throated Loon Inced I
Common ) ] 4bo 1 2 2heno 10 |
[Phed billlad Grobe t 4o 3 ] Tha Iba 2 3 ow 2bepe | 32
| Hamed Grebe 1 I i 2 |
|Americm White Pelican Imoc lrne 2
|Doutlegrested Carmorant 2 1 kil 2o |1 65bc 31 2o 202
jue Herm form) The | IShe 3 9 15he 20 32 3 1 3 2! 1 10 ] 2¢hc | 4bc 34 1 1% 26|
Slack-crowned -Heson 1 2 1dd 10 |
G ety Wi fremsrd Goose ! 3k S3be o 3 30|
Soow Gooes 1 | 2 2 7 1 34
1 Snow Gomse (ol foam) 1 ] 14 1 17
[ Seow Goose (whit for) 1 2 5 1 3 21
Rous"» Gaame - Jheed [ 3
Camds Ganse 20725 | eesy | 2378 20 1910 | sos2 | 11727 | 27538 | 4283 1321 ss10 | s3m 998 o2 | 200 | 10889 2be | 376 380 551 37| 1vme
2 2 121 9 ] 5 18 ] 18]
1k ) 12
3
4 3 2 2 1 3 T— 25
20 31he & 16 3 518h 178h | ow 269 40 10he [] 1770 | 1374
] 2 30bo 1 150k | 2h s 3 12 3 7 24
F) 3 12 6 1 ) 20 30 2% 3 545 4 b 3 246
2788 1014 123 2065 1543 1735|4710 1523 633 731 919 416 5928 | 0143 | 1172 | 4mahe | 758 & B4 1007 | 63i06
]
3 b 10 E 9 | Bme | sk 3 1 Ibc 1 1 0k | 245 |
\ 19 Ehe 29be | ik 1 6 $ oW _ T3be 176
s 13bc 33 Sébe | Mlho n i 1 68k 35he 1%
1 n 201
Shc | ow i 3 2 The Uk 1 15 2 1 68
738 22 She She 1 [17)
12 50 ] I5he 1 0ho S 3 13k i 27he | 9Ohe ik | 712
|_1669 | 213 4 4594
29 1 1 170 22 ik [ 20 6 ™ 2 762
250 2%
1ed 1rrph 2
2ed 3
1 1 2]
0 1t 18 ™ X3 5 2 20 4 9he 180
383 61 336 1 3 s S 3 18 1] 146 10 250 9 269 _|
3 ] 27 g 25 4 |183mbo 86 be 5 51 3z 2 1 _| sobe 410
120 he 11 2 2 2 2 [l 2350 1562 7 34 1 458]
The [ 131 112 1 31 2 1022
1 She 2 22he ] 3 ] 3ho e 38
T ] 2k ) 4 She 3 2 l4he E) zZ 13 2
4 1 ] 2 s 31 2 13 61
3 2 4 [ 1 9 19 6 5
dbo 1 2 2 2 3 1 6 s 7 1 4 $?
6 ! 1 S 1 3 2 2 2 1 \ \ I 34
s dbe [ 2 8he | ISHC 7 [] 4 1 2 2 3 1 82
I 1 ) 3
1 !
[ 15 _1 47 4 3] 7 [l 51 a1 56 16 43 29 83 ™| &6 40 1% 3 [Tl
2 1 1 1 \ ] 2 1 1 3 1 24
s ;) 20 17 [ 25 23 33 21 37 16 9 9 34 p7] 3 7 [} 327
2adph lod 4
L F] 1 1 §
! 2 3 ] 10 3 k] 2 10 4 15 2 4 1 7%
10 1 14 17 155k | 36 108hc 1 10 362
3 3
2
10he 67 | 10Sbc| 168 | 199k % 40 ] 7 52 M 19 22he | 1ede i SmEC| 5331
She 1] ow 89
] 3 S I3 3 1 ) )
2edrrac| g 2
$eredncl 1
1 2 [ 4 1 10 2h ! _9he 31
4 5 8 17
i 561 1562 963 910 | 3304ha| 257 285 556 606 | 724hc | 386 27 o 438 469 63 21k | 38 2 562 12132
Gull 1724be | 180 86 23 1744 10 43 288 14 10 30 856 m 3] 229be | 143 14 ] 028
Gull 2 2 2 dbo 1 1 inc ow 13
Tesinng Gull 1 i 2
!Lnuwcln 3HC 1 2bcoocd] 1 1
Glsuoous Gull 2 ! 3
 Gram Biack-beskes Gull SHC 1 3
692 53 100 124 s 10 19he 6 10|
ock Dove M0 £22 1200 92 389 267 247 663 933 685 245 29 25 16 62 3]} 8 134 342 402 113 2576
| Ringed Tustle-Dove 10 0
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(ioois 2000/2001 Nonbem CBCs

WAUK CHIU | CHIL | CALU | MCHE | BARR | TCFE | JOLI | KANK | DEKA | MOWI | TELI | ROCK | KISH | FREE PRIN
Eyrusdar Cabarsd-Dove 1 [£]
Dove 561 38 | 2eabs [ 9 253 29 261 943 355 | 1238w | 163 628 4 a7 33 304 47 1 6 5] 26
Monk Parakest 4 21 41
[Easten Sermech Owl 17 5 16% 3 1 4 B ] 10 s i 4 2 1 4 2 2
Orewt Hormed Ow! F2Y 1 3 Th ] ] 18 19 3 2 il 9 4 2 i0 g ! 3 2
Snowy Owl 1 3
Bazred Owi 1 1 3 12 s 1 3 2
Lomig-esred Owi oW 1 1 3
[Soonwed Owl 1 2 2 1 3
Norbero Sew-whas Owt ow 2he
ol 2
[Belied K ] 10 4 I 5 it i0 1 7 ] 2 1 [} 10 2 3 5 95
|Red-beaded Woodpecksr z 10 3 2 1 ) 19 ? 21 3 8 2 [ 2 ] 7 162
IWHWE 126k | 75 | 37w 1 18 48 60hc | 117bc | 153k | 22 38 n 5] 27 21 %0 3 35 16 23 20 1147
Yellow-bellicd Sapeucker 4 1 a1 1 7
m 220m | 157 | 139 3 29 101 80 7 53 61 95 7 39 28 231 12 ® 30 38 20 [ aiis
Hatiry Woodpecker 35| *0bo 2 16 7 b | ok 1 11 9 5 9 a 3 19 3 2 11 7 T3]
s 10 17k 3 2 1 205 [} i) 7 3 1] 3 8 3 15 13 ] 5 5 208
She 1 6
™ 1
1 She 1 7
100 38 86 3 137 | 4% | 305 189 19 54 [ 31 258 167 4 38 91 2 2649
35 | si2 13 %05 | 74l 3835 | &sr B3Z 537 352 | 140 | w56 130 68 | m7 | soasho] 1o 1232 | 1007 3 26368
100 3 50 [ 2| onzhe | a7 143 170 51 723 2 2 12 [ 2358
[ &7 | 290 B 92 52 335 | 106SHC| 857 04 136 36 184 163 | onatc | aa 7 75 166 | 78 647
1 4 2 3 4T 7 12 2 37 51 20 16 3 21 E]
16 5he 7 30 7 n 3 3 s 1 5 2 16 8 3 1 264
3 3® 32 91 45| 12¢he | 193k 21 & & 3% 30 187 13 57 13 54 2 1366
I
8 49 ] 3 25 T 21 3 10 2 34 3 v 2 a 3 220
10 1 ) 4 2 15
1 1 1 1 1 6
1 led 2
7 ) 4 1 ) 3 3 2
Tad 1 2
15he lahe | 37ke 3 4 [F1™ 5 3 30bo | 131
1gdne |
ow 2 2 2 1 10
1621 | 1836te| 6abe | 36 4| a9k | 68 | At | B 1‘1 1 79he : 35 141 4 ) % uzos
= 1 1 3
4153 | 1850 | 126 | 3218 | 3sa4 | 3ms | 3708 | izbe] 4son 7867 | 1700 | 2419 | 1935 | si38 | 249 | 6vas | 1316 | 1405 | 866 | 73239
12| 1678 191 210 291 339 4 89 1 Zihs | 670k 1 139 2681
31 10 2 1abe < 17 1 50
o 1ed 1
1 1 2
320 3 124 180 | ai8bo | 1537 | 4 105 108 | 218 65 33 146 502 441 137 28 5 54 6136
l1ed 1
[ 7 T
1 2 ]
3 She 2 7] 3 [} 3 7 8bc o | 3 65
8 i0 7 ] 1l 21 103 4 20 5 21 31 p3] 3 85 13 20 1 13 10 @
9 10 3 3 15 1] 76 1 3 3 1 29 4 8 2 4 202
34 7 21 1 3 61 148 167 55 30 s 2% 16 2| b 1 F] 2 765
2 1 1 30 38 1 23 3 ] 2 3 3 1 3 16 1t
1
755 53¢ | 291 12 96 | 389 738 | 1208 | 748 169 | 381 59 | 207 | 447 | 203 | 965 | 1005 | 3w | 2m F7) 05 | %0
1 1 2 ]
he TsBhe | ® g 335 1475
s % 10 18 61
337 321 170 | 23 | 139 167 308 | 735ke | S0k | 150 162 EIT) 173 15 | oehe | 337 | 33t 125 63 57 88 | 4834
106 16| 40k 152 403 418_| 384hc | &k 1o 317 58 767 45 16 17041 371 13908
2 1 = 1 12
2 2 [T 1 6bc Fo) 4 5 31 3 [
1 1 6 5
1 76 13 2 103 2 1 4 1 1 10 1 2500 | 50 i3 %3 12438
2 2 1 & 3 2 2 6 1054 | 928 | 30hc | sohe | T942ke 7 10169
B ) _ 1 7]
3 2 11 1 10 1 8 5 18 3 &5
222 | 34lhe | 262 127 1% 257 | 681k | D31 7] 160 |26 576 41 28 n 650 s 142 [0 8 4516
1 1
10 ) 5 « 68 al 1 o S 103 a8 5 16 28
283 4s9 | 711 7 26 194 188 | 6%bc | 518 168 116 [ 131 43 63 336 | 398bc | 66 % 163 35 4590
Wik | W15 | 1900 86 753 43 1432 | 15eghc | wasa | 808 34| 169 |34z 451 182 | 1236 | 1043 | i3 633 606 2 | 18134
4Sat | 32030 | 14375 | 20 | 16565 | 15446 | 24844 | sooa | a7 | 12152 | 18798 | 22197 | 6383 | 23978 | 40102 | 27580 | 28870 | 4mos | Sa7 | se@ | 8344 | ase9ie
7 5 ™ 31 7 68 7 L) 7 = ] [ 45 76 ) T 3 [ 37 51 6
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inois 2001/2002 North/Central CBCs

Novihern | County =i i | Central |Comnts
CLIA | PCIA | DAIA | ANDU | MUJA || MFRV | FGPR | CHAM | BLOM | CLLK | DECA | CHIL | PEOR | CHAU | CRLK | SPFD | MERE | BUSH | Totals
17HC [ 1he 24
_3 2 1 ] 8 10 2 S 14he 13 62 3he 130
s F] 3 7 13
iBed STherm | 1he -3
2 i5 6be 3 8 = 3 a1
13 [3 15 _3hc 18 4 4 H ] 16 s 17 35 45 33 b 58 2 320
W
] 4 s
35ed Sed ahe 300 be H 585 he ew 100 he 1029
1 2 400 be 3be ew 406
182 20
1 1 = 133 110 245
1 1
3462 %0 1205 65 he 486 2427 191 130 - ] 164 1029 ot 18% 232 42 101 13318
1371 1577 _J
230be 95 325
2 1 16k 2
13 lph 7 14
56SHC 3 2 991
2 F]
3 2 2 3 ] s 2 17 3 31 &7
212 168 5 « 12 1 85 55 89 b 14 84 263he | 45he
87 1 2 [3 3 17 ow 147
1 4 2 25 3 4 ] Er ] 170 5 ] 210 516
16598 1590 111 73 650 701 14 185 1048 4100 119 4306 1206 21708 | 1807 810 | 11242he 3 77629
- ihe 2
234 3 10 [] 2 3 ! i1 295be | 78 33 142he 884
28 457 1 ] cw | 40k 2 9he s0 1 1075 1 61 he 1547
25 1 35 T5he 32he 98 | Gike | cw 32he 391
- 30 30 __}
1750 2 [ 122bcr i 1880
1 2he 1 cw 3 1he 308
1375 25 10 13 1 28 2 157 36 a2 32be | 2059 |
200
c 59 She 28 4 s 16he 3 2% 47 6 123 he 5399
_Jed 3
1 o 2
512 1 1 10 14 k7] 26 he 598
12 17 132 [TE] 2422
5} ) g 1 215he 24 7. 5 35
13 4 1 3629bem| 3 5 2 3678
4 1 3 ) 2 19|
1050 ! A7lhem! 195he 3 30he 1760 |
1
36 0 28 3 37 3he 114 43 a0 I8 1 S14
25 44 19 26 1 B2 14 24 26 ad 1 Fi7)
15 33 ] B 2 0 15 1: 3 167
16 [ 1 7 = ]
2 1 2 1 2 1 14 7 44
1 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 4he 2he 36
2 2 ] 3 { 4he 1 She 1 Ahe 38
lud
L FI™
30 19 31 32 3 35he n n i3 5 39 34 35 & 28 35 706
3 2 2 3 1 4 1 1 1 1 W 1 38|
=== 1 1
30 25 30 16 27 a1 10 17 15 20 1l 22 0 ] 25k z 37 19 20 440
Ted
Llad
3 2 2 53 3 3] 2 1 [] 1 130
1 a4 13 1 13 21 20 13hc | 36he 35 30 14
1 10 18 8 7 10 54
1305 30 1 325he F) F] 9 13 S0she | 340 3l 3 2578
i - ol 2
7 29 s 23 4 20 he 56 3 1 58 50be 270
3 2 3 1 2 4 She 25 |
100 4 176 hem 150 430
290 661 956 3] 161 3 3 2200 757 1547 3205 | 37ike | 454 3300 442 20906 |
i 16 91 3 26 2 2 ] 35 338 4 6 1 12 &9
1 1
— oW
256 61 1354 n 624 130 45 685 7 15 3 6 134) he 23 19 9521k &0 2 8226
128 82 m 63 150 20 43 448 142 102 45 116 393 b 3 10 1290 he iz 32 3701 |
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[linois 2001/2002 North/Central CBCs

Northern | Counts Central | Coants
SCHA | CLIA | PCIA | DAIA | ANDU | MUIA || MFRV | FGPR | CHAM | BLOM | CLLK | DECA | CHIL | PEOR | CHAU | CRLK | SPFD | MERE | BUSH
1 8 3 1 She 3 30 8 [3 1 1 1 4 2 18
2 2 3 9 i 12 7 _10 i1 4 4 1 2 4 -] a1 3 1 113
CW
s 4 2 15 2 2 10 3 3 2 2 3 2 H 5 1 (74
1 1
4be 3 3
2he 1
2 2 1 8 3 2 ki 5 4 k] [] 12 2 B 2 7T
1 5 11 H 29 4 2 3 & 1 4 2 4 112
56 23 17 69 12 [3] kil a7 36 31 32 B T3he a 124bhc | 98 63 45 1132
1 1 2 2 3 1nebe 10
56 59 33 136 28 107 114 74 fid 35 41 53 91 #“ 8¢ | 74 [ 101he 30 1390
20 15 7 _32 3 27 0 12 I 6 2 12 14 11 24 12 14 59
11 20 10 12 2 17 » 2 13hc 12 19 15 [T7] 20 52 51 46 3 389
2 [3 B 1 2 2 3 Ghe 1 3 5 B 1%he 91
oW 1 1
113 150 69 181 59 96 284 185 121 kil 199 63 72 130 102 12 198 141 55 2553
320 209 106 BIS 27 396 108000 18987 T28he 1418 423 237 293 1018 1040 341 | 760bs | 968 307 he 144517
34 16 [ 3 81 7 21 56 17 124 520 42 10 7 831 31 35 98 1624
_2585he | 145 0k 470
167 163 173 502 102 191 1 148 130 11z 235 294 111 4 268 120 38 3041
29 63 27 47 15 40 179 141 ] kX 15 156 bo 76 74 62 50 148 0 21 1311
7 2 7 4 2 11 B 3 5 1 10 9 10 -] 103
59 103 & 126 31 7 100 52 50 be 34 17 104 k7] 39 93 66 T4 32 1374
4 B 31 2 B b & 15 8 1 3 i S 3 20 7 160
4 10 12 1 25 2 2 3 7 S 12 28 32 1 158
7 1 1 1 5 1 i
led 1
1 4 1 1 4 __lg 4 2 5 4 17 1 £5
3qd 1 ow 4
19 57 3 4 8 80 herm 25 Sihe 18he 14be 18 37he 17hc | 68bcm | 77he 18he 137 he 7 660
1 oW 4 1 2 3
89 5 321 E] 56 79 2 33 216 2 270bc 382 B3] 1359 bcr] & 108 19 2 3079
1 1
1 I 3 1 8 oW 14
T 1 1 3
475 2052 911 2841 8399h | 3483 &19 620 2482 3901 1500 310 2605 IR3E 1141 2128 828 1623 44162
2ed 1ed 3
10 g 0 ki 14 208 111 33 201 4 77 30 44 32 2 [ 29 1170
1 2 20hc ow 3 Sho
2ed 2
owed
1dd 1
1 1 She 1 8
3 139 n 357 50 132 367 82 134 208 | 619 4 (%] 218 153 &7 317 179 3766
1
1 2 2 2 [3 2 1 16
ledhe 1
25d 2 2 2 8
1 3 1 5 2 3 8hc rl L B 1 4 1 315
3 265 13 109 i 34 3 1 n 15 24 23 18 92 18 95 9 244 22 BO4
3 4 (] 2 1 53 ! 7 [ 3 5 4 9 3 3 326
2 10 4 4 3 55 158 53 17 12 7 10 21 35 36 26 550
1 3 7 4 oW S9he 12 1 5 28 128
823 406 245 525 210 &32 851 399 233 218 375 87 ETT) 397 438 308 351 493 ns 7909
§ 6
t 3 b l 25 60 8 [ in ! 6 657
123 138 57 427 191 3The | 266 346 145 207 k2] 295 248 153 218 357 ) 162 4152
1 2880 3153 36 [ 27 84 he 4 104 909 ] 120 42 7467
= 3 4 2 3 3 16
!
3HCgd
k) l4he 5 20 22 141
2ed dkced
13 53 3 1 2 5 68 51 [ ] 42 191 579
1 1507 100 374 318 1 [ 1015 [ 3 86 he 1 105 22 3 3451
1
26 2 34 T2 be 13 36 [ 3 4 18 30 be 3 Fil7)
33 78 143 4 250 158 131 %0 62 [3 4 132he 76 2 13 he 167 1 36 1588
2 2
he 7ph 12
4 be 4
2 3 P 7 oW I = 3 4 2 100
83 40 168 33 166 375 103 41 42 5% 274 317he 142 281 185 142 56 3188
1552 414 1830 281 22% 533 292 14 962he 7 [ 890 1423 461 a3 537 143 1359 16744
1 33 Ibo 179 666 57 370 244he 1558
44361 9944 17216 10702 1339 11718¢ | 22311 11358 12392 13190 EIVE] 17736 _|_16646 | 37974 | 19205 21077 18521 4868 | 421413
& 65 ] 54 n k2] 60 62 73 83 46 &2 75 82 78 (5] [ 40
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1kino®2001/2002 CentraUSouthem CBCs

| Comowl | Comny | [— [Southen } Costets ] |___]
Lﬂr—m— | NEWT | BIRD | MARI | BATK | WDLK | JACK | CROR | CVCR | CALK | UNION COLL | WRBV
igd
12 She 5
1 70 3 s 3 9 F3 ) 12 14 1 5 20
10 2 4 3 2 FaHC 1
]
1
36hced T e 1 73 251
12 3be B96S HC 36 74 250he 143 9483 9732
o _1sd 1 1
21 3 36 11 3 9 pE] £ 3 79 ﬂ ) 2 13 [ 31 S84 1140
) SHC 1 (3 5
2 37 16 7 3 68
] 3 1 3he 3he 16he 157 3Ehe 12he 58 39 87 453 358
42hced 8 105k | 172 16 & 274 | 380BC| 250 | A4she 65 5025 6162
260 S417he | 21670 1 SS6hc | 380 | is4rE | 2e00 3000 5 85135 |
3612 10770 14382
3 <iiE Si81 447
2 o 2 Ghe 3 il 1 4 33 3%
513 352 | 448 125 1524 | amn 330 T 134 | 33 | 3 2100 5 619 90 1331 20609 | 15208 |
1 F] d5h 1 138 1 1 37 1 40 17he 2 290 .
Fad b 38 36 218ke a6 167 602 37 500 78 750 SiE [TFT) BECH
Sibe 8 &7 3lake 2 [5] 19 160 45 | 105ho 1 ] &ig 1230 |
10 80 14 3 7 ] Ii s 4 13 166 1528
22120 218 BSS 70 = 308 [5TE) 5005 | 7sdeshe| 10000 | 4000 | 3177he | 1015 14590 18R288 | 331023
I:F 4 1 1 T
She 4 29 2 10 105 100 100 23 Tihe | o4 240 %_a_gx 2i61
11 She 104 3 ) 183 | 140 102 Zihe 234 1354 3487
SShe 55 27he 142 S6he 475 101 15 A 49 be 10 1935 2032 2774
1 10 11 3243
Ex) 1 i 1 5 18 4 2 2 &7 2035
6 13 3 2 3 27 507
400 he T 28| 4003hc 53 1471 EE &0 11 izl 212 7187 9938
Ted 1 4795 |
35 18 S1he ) 27 30 | 2i0ne 2z 11 13 = (=0 6991
1 A S 11
1 30SHC 2 13 2 76 ) 2 2 2 S 487 1265 |
az 7 268 1 T6he a1 i0 334 75e)
1 24 25 167 62 S i s 17 29 7] 357 1231
1 1 S foes |
Z 3t 27
245 4 12 1 10 23he 500 526 1550 3348 |
67 14 1 11 be 11 36 4 3 5 129 360 585 |
44 13 1 10 3 30 3 3 62 208 538
19 1 [ 2 2 b 3 39 119 337
3 1 28 36 111
3 7 5 18 4 1 178HC 18 24 1 2 1 2 302 a3
1 1 7 1 3 4 2 3 She 1 & 435 105
3 Zhe [} 2 2 F) 7he 5 2 & El 5 175
3 J
1 ] 1 ] 4 10 2 5 1 3tk | 7 9 3 kol 83
57 he 27 42 51 he i kel 87 be 39 45 146hc a A5 94 he 33 7 52 1014 2707 |
1
3 1 3 i\é 7.
1 1
1 1 2
4 ——e P
16 38 28 52hc [} 67he 42 38 ] 50 56 51 62he 60 28 20 732 14!
led 1 13
1 1 1
45 e = 45 SO
11 [ 52 38be 39he % 87 4 59 4 14 81 444 1390
1 [ 41 ) 18 2 T 65he 3 2 62 B 2 253 310
1 ) 1
led ! —
The 135 100 31 182 190 300 154 275he | 568 455 3831 11531
Z26he 37 1 Bhibo | 119be | adhe | T6he | 3M0he 160 he 17 47he 13 1 1635 1928
Sed s 3
o
1 The 1 3 106 HC 1 Al he o 160 213
1 1 2he 2he & & 6
=] 184 16| 2781HC 130 s TEI0 e 50 1 5760 207
139 52 139 S8 | 1738 ] G40hc | 104 57 3 257 5925 12 327 19881
5 1 1 20 1 17 2 2 4 7711
1 1 ow )
1 1 3 1
1NC
81 B 37 91 21 T3 he %0 380 he 115 z 5 17 915 338 3 a7 2878 19780
Ghegdes|| 21 HC s The | 10k 17heps &1 kil
72 N7 _[ ke ] 29 156 e 229 12 126 323 104 350 % 794 316 ) 15 &7 14378
3ps Ted 4 a
5 1 1 F] 4 s 2 1] =3 5 She 1 61 T
1 1 1
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llincis 2001/2002 Central/Southemn CBCs

Couna I Southern | Count: ] = [ [CmmralSoud] Siiewide]
QUIN | NEWT | BIAD | MARY | BALK | RDLK | CROR | CYCR | { UNION | HSLK | MRLK | COLL | WRBV | PEMR | Towmis | Toth
3 4 15he 16 12 3 10 1B he 11 ] s 4 1 130 407
2 i 4 [ I5he 2 9 Whe 3 3 iE) 2 2 ) 190
1 Bhe 16
T 1 I Z 1 T 39
2he [
F d
) 2 L 1 s s 1 3 3 10 7 2 1 1 &l =3
s H 21 28 4 151 25 a1 15 402he | 152 i‘u‘L e 2 2 42 1073 1287
37 & 55 ) Bohe 66 108 B [13 li2he | 360 JI] 149 he 34 161 1632 311
3 2 3he 15he 6 1 45 16 25he 2 135 142
2 3 “ 16 | sohe | 64 1 97 3 ] s L s L e 22 4 i 1263 1 4788 )
1 [ ] 1 1a 2 7 15 19 37 14 26 be 2 il 256 504
16 ) ) 5 30he ) 1250 142 47he | 243he 130 | 108 21 37 7% 1136 1729
5 5 — 5 3 Sthe | 19 19 1 12 30 15 3 29 33 37
7] T 1
10 1 1 12
9 1 3 2 2 7 53 5]
55 102 188 bo 65aha | a0d 41 316 & 255 10459
178 85 470 178 3 Li2he | 981 293 158 4767 176152
1 1 1
1 = 1
25 139 102 50 28 208 3 42 20§ 301 71 50 120 F) ] 1212 534
46 162 21 174he 195 334 87 186 | ienhc | 489 29 [ 2 80 7 2536 3006
5, 193 411 I
" 1
25 58 S4 15 83 15 E7) 53 103he | 299 124 196 he 25 a0 131 1661 EETE)
3 1 1 a 21 i 4 s 35 2 1 1 2 kil 244 |
4 68 31 1 S7hc Fz) 86 hc ia % 26 231 67 S52he ) 7 115 1084 3524
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Eurasian Tree Sparrow drawing by Michaei L.P. Relter

The 2001/2002 Winter Season

by Kelly J. McKay

The winter season of 2001-2002 was one of the warmest and
driest on record in Illinois. In fact, new or near-record high temper-
atures occurred throughout the season statewide. Unlike last year
when Illinois endured a succession of substantial winter storms,
this year produced very few storms which resulted in an extremely
dry and uneventful winter. The total number of species recorded
within the state this year (166) was similar to last year (162).

The mild winter followed an unusually warm fall season.
Temperatures during the first two-thirds of December were exceed-
ingly mild statewide. Normal to slightly below normal tempera-
tures characterized the last third of the month. A major storm front
passing through southern lllinois at mid-month produced 2-3 inch-
es of rain. Otherwise, no winter storms and very little precipitation
occurred during December.

December’s relatively mild conditions were followed by one of
the warmest Januarys in Illinois. New or near-record high tempera-
tures occurred statewide, especially near the end of January when high
temperatures were seldom lower than the 50s or 60s. During the first
two-thirds of January, no winter storms and little or no precipitation
occurred. The first major winter storm occurred 30-31 January, as
temperatures statewide dropped into the 20s and 30s. The storm pro-
duced 4 to 12 inches of snow across the northern one-third of Illinois,
with locally heavier amounts near the Chicago lakefront. Through-
out the central and southern sections of the state, temperatures
remained high enough to result in heavy rainfall instead of snow.

During February, temperatures statewide ranged {rom normal
to substantially above normal readings, until the last few days of
the month when they dropped to slightly below normal. Two major
storm fronts passed through Illinois in February, producing the only
substantial precipitation for the month. The first storm, which
dropped I to 2 inches of snow over most of the state, and locally
more, occurred 19-20 February. The second storm resulted in a | to
2-inch snowfall over northern portion of Illinois 25-26 February.

The extraordinarily mild fall and winter of 2001-2002 permit-
ted many migrants to linger throughout Illinois. For example, a large
number of waterfowl and other waterbird species wintered in rela-
tive abundance. Most of the “semi-hardy” passerine species were
present. Some species were relatively abundant; others inexplicably
rare. A few species Lypically encountered, mostly in the south, went
unreported (e.g. Eastern Phoebe, Vesper Sparrow, Le Conte’s Spar-
row, and Lincoln’s Sparrow). However, 1 believe this was cue pri-
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marily to the extremely low number of reports submitted from the
central and southern portions of the state. The typical wintering
avian community was present this year, but in many cases fewer
numbers were observed. Additionally, several uncommon and acci-
dental species were reported. During the 2001-2002 winter, Illinois
experienced a minor invasion of “winter finches.” With mild weath-
er dominating the past winter, spring migration began very early;
many migrants appeared in late January and early February. The
number of observers submitting seasonal field notes was surprising-
ly low (102), particularly from the central and southern regions.

The winter avifauna included five species requiring review by
the Illinois Ornithological Records Committee (IORC): Prairie Fal-
con, Purple Sandpiper, California Gull, Brown-headed Nuthatch, and
Townsend’s Solitaire; see Meadowlark 11:65 for published accep-
tance of the last two species. (See the current review list at http://
www.illinoisbirds.org/iorc.html.) Many additional species meriting
documentation were observed in Illinois during the 2001-2002 winter.
Some of the more interesting species included Red-throated Loon,
American Bittern, Blue-winged Teal, Harlequin Duck, Golden Eagle,
Merlin, Greater Yellowlegs, Least Sandpiper, Dunlin, Red Phalarope,
Little Gull, Black-legged Kittiwake, Caspian Tern, Eurasian Col-
lared-Dove, Barn Swallow, American Pipit, Orange-crowned War-
bler, Pine Warbler, Palm Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Spotted
Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, and Baltimore Oriole. The only other
exotic/released species identified this winter was Trumpeter Swan.

Loons - Waterfowl: As with last year, a good diversity of
waterfowl and other waterbird species was present in Illinois dur-
ing the 2001-2002 winter season. Three Red-throated Loons were
recorded in the state (1 in the north, 2 in the south), while relatively
abundant and widespread populations of Common Loons, Pied-
billed and Horned Grebes, American White Pelicans, and Double-
crested Cormorants were detected, especially in December. Note-
worthy concentrations included: 20 and 17 Common Loons at
Carlyle and Clinton Lakes, respectively; 74 Horned Grebes at
Carlyle Lake; and an incredible 7000 Double-crested Cormorants
at Rend Lake. The Great Blue Heron was abundant and widespread
statewide, along with relatively small numbers of Great Egrets,
Black-crowned Night-Herons, and both vulture spccies. Additional-
ly, 2 American Bitterns were encountered in the south.

Once again, Illinois maintained a diverse waterfow! commu-
nity: 4 specics of geese, 3 swans, 9 “puddle ducks,” and 16 “div-
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ing ducks” were recorded in the state. The Greater White-fronted
Goose continues to winter in increasing numbers statewide, with the
number of reports this year nearly doubling those of 2000-2001.
Small numbers of Ross’s Geese occurred statewide, while Snow
Geese were present at their normal wintering locations in the south-
ern and central regions, but in somewhat reduced numbers com-
pared with the past. Of special note were the 100,000 and 50,000
Snow Geese at Carlyle and Rend Lakes, respectively. The wintering
population of Canada Geese was greatly reduced throughout Illinois,
particularly within the traditional strongholds of the southern and
central regions. Mute and Trumpeter Swans occurred in fairly nor-
mal numbers, primarily in the north. By contrast, Tundra Swans
were much more abundant and widespread throughout the northern
section this winter. For instance, 965 Tundra Swans were observed
on Pool 13 of the Mississippi River on 20 December. Most species
of ducks appeared to be much more abundant in 2001-2002,
with the exception of common “divers” such as the Common Gold-
eneye and Common Merganser, which were less abundant than
usual. Exceptionally large concentrations were found at typical cen-
tral and southern locations including: 150,000 Mallards at Carlyle
Lake, 135,960 at Lake Chautaugqua, 100,000 in Fulton County, and
42,500 at Rend Lake; along with 18,000 and 10,000 Northern Pin-
tails in Franklin and Fulton Counties, respectively. Other notewor-
thy accounts included 3 Blue-winged Teal in the south, several indi-
viduals of all 3 scoters, 5 Harlequin Ducks in Cook and Lake
Counties, and a slight increase in reports of Long-tailed Ducks.
Raptors - Terns: Thirteen species of diurnal raptors were
encountered during the season. Unlike last year, the mild winter con-
ditions resulted in very little ice cover. Consequently, Bald Eagles
were much more widespread than usual throughout the state, and
therefore not concentrated on the Mississippi River. Most of the
other diurnal raptors occurred in fairly normal abundances.

However, there were somewhat smaller numbers of Noirthern Harri-
ers and Rough-legged Hawks reported statewide. Although relatively
abundant and widespread throughout the state, Red-tailed Hawks and
American Kestrels are undoubtedly under-repoited. The most extra-
ordinary raptor was a Prairie Falcon reported from Sand Ridge S.F.
Among the upland gamebirds, relatively low numbers were
recorded for all species. Wild Turkey, Ring-necked Pheasant, and
Gray Partridge were scattered primarily in the northern section of the
state, while Northern Bobwhite was for the most part distributed
sparsely throughout the southern 2/3 of Illinois. The mild winter may
help the populations of these species recover somewhat. The Ameri-
can Coot and Sandhill Crane were much more abundant this year.
Especially noteworthy were the 15,100 American Coots recorded at
Hennepin Lake, as well as the 150 and 90 Sandhill Cranes in Du
Page and Boone Counties on 24 and 19 December, respectively.
During the 2001-2002 winter season, an impressive 8 shore-
bird species were observed. Killdeer and Wilson’s Snipe were fair-
ly abundant, while American Woodcock occurred in lower numbers.
(See an article in this issue for displaying woodcock in southern
Illinois throughout the winter.) Exceptional shorebird accounts
included: 2 Greater Yellowlegs in Will County on 16 December, 6
Least Sandpipers (1 in the north and 5 in the south), S Dunlins in
Massac County on 28 December, and 1 Red Phalarope in Lake
County on 22 December. Additionally, single Purple Sandpipers
were identified at Waukegan on 8 December and on 23 February.
Eleven species of gulls were encountered in Illinois. Among
the typical winter gulls, Bonaparte’s and Ring-billed Gulls were
presentin large concentrations at various central and southern loca-
tions. By contrast, relatively small populations of Herring, Glau-
cous, and Great Black-backed Gulls were reported. Noteworthy
gull accounts included: 5000, 2500, and 1100 Bonaparte’s Gulls
at Carlyle, Rend, and Shelbyville Lakes, respectively; 50,000,

Observation Sites:

Anda.Sl. = Andalusia Slough (Rock Island Co)

Bald.LL.  =Baldwin Lake (St. Clair and Randolph Cos)
Carl.L = Carlyle Lake (Clinton and Fayette Cos)

Chi = Chicago and vicinity (Cook Co)

Clin.L = Clinton Lake (DeWitt Co)

Goose L = Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area (Grundy Co)
Heid.L =Heidecke Lake (Grundy Co)

Henn.L = Hennepin Lake Restoration Area (Putnam Co)
HL = Horseshoe Lake (Madison Co)

IBSP = Illinois Beach State Park (Lake Co)

1&M = I&M Canal (La Salle Co)

JP = Chicago’s Jackson Park (Cook Co)

LCal = Lake Calumet and vicinity (Cook Co)
LuCalR = Little Calumet River (Cook Co)

Chau = Chautauqua NWR (Mason Co)

LShel = Lake Shelbyville (Moultrie and Shelby Cos)
LSpfld  =Lake Springfield (Sangamon Co)

As a printing aid, the following abbreviations have been usedthroughout this report:

Co(s) = County (Counties) Ist/ = first-/second-/third- R =River CA  =Conservation Area *# = specimen
m.ob. = many observers 2nd/3rd  winter plumage £ = Lake SP = State Park collected

< =reported as fall departure pr = pair SI. =Slough NWR = National Wildlife ~ MC= Maximum

> =reported as springatrival  CBC = Christmas Bird Count P = Park Refuge Counts from
ad. = adult L&D = Lock and Dam FP  =Forest Preserve & = observation various sections
imm. = immature Rd  =Road FWA = Fish & Wildlife Area documented of the state

M.Arb = Morton Arborelum (Du Page Co)

Mermet . = Mermet Lake (Massac Co)

MidFk FWA = Middle Fork Fish and Wildlife Area (Vermilion Co)
MSR = Mississippi River (various Cos)

MTwain = Mark Twain NWR (Mercer Co)

Pomona = Pomona (Jackson Co)

PrRdg = Prairie Ridge State Natural Area (Jasper Co)

QC = Quad Cities (Rock Island Co)

Rend L = Rend Lake (Franklin and Jefferson Cos)
Rockford = Rockford and vicinity (Winnebago Co)

Sand Rdg = Sand Ridge State Forest (Mason Co)

SRock SP = Starved Rock State Park and L&D (La Salle Co)
UCCA = Union Co CA (Union Co)

Urbana = Champaign-Urbana (Champaign Co)

Wauk. = Waukegan and vicinity (Lake Co)

Winthrop H = Winthrop Harbor (Lake Co)

When information on counts greater than one individual, sexes, ancl/or ages of observed birds is available, it is included in parentheses
at the head of the observation account. This information is followed by the location of the observation, date(s) of observation, and the
observer(s) who made the report. Noteworthy dates of occurrence and remarkably high counts for the state as a whole, or for particular
rcgions of the state, arc underlined and boldfaced. Species of extremely unusual occurrence in [llinois during the winter appear in CAP-
ITALIZED, BOLDIFACED fonts. Headings for species requiring review by the IORC appear in
AND BOLDFACED fonts. Records pending IORC review are found at the end of the specics accounts.

The 1996 DeLorme lllineis Arlas & Gazetteer has been used as a standard for spelling of most place names. Remarks on the import of
records arc inforimed largely by Bohlen’s 1989 Birds of [llinois and the subsequently published Illinois journals.

CAPITALIZED, UNDERLINED,
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11,000, and 10,000 Ring-billed Gulls at Carlyle, Horseshoe, and
Shelbyville Lakes, respectively; an adult California Gull in Lake
County on 5 January; a Little Gull at Rend Lake on 10 February,
and a Black-legged Kittiwake at Lake Shelbyville on 2 December.

Doves - Kinglets: The Eurasian Collared-Dove and Monk
Parakeet, where established, seemed to increase slightly this past
winter, while Mourning and Rock Doves were reported in fairly nor-
mal numbers. The latter two species arc most likely overlooked and
under-reported across the state. Likewise, the numbers of Eastern
Screech, Great Horned, and Barred Owls reported this year increased
slightly, however they are still undoubtedly under-reported. Among
the “northern” owls, Snowy Owls were slightly more numerous
while Northern Saw-whets were a little more scarce. Long-eared
and Short-cared Owls occurred in their typical small numbers and
were sporadically distributed across Ilinois. Once again, only a
single Barn Owl was reported, predictably from Union County.

In general, the Belted Kingfisher along with the expected
woodpeckers were encountered in fairly good numbers. Neverthe-
less, the common woodpeckers (Red-bellied, Downy, and Hairy) are
more than likely still under-reported. Larger numbers of Logger-
head Shrikes were observed almost exclusively in the southern 1/3
of the state, while far fewer Northern Shrikes were reported, most-
ly from noitheastern Illinois. Surprisingly, no Eastern Phoebes were
reported in Illinois during the 2001-2002 winter. (But see the Christ-
mas Bird Count in this issue). This was most likely due to the limited
amount of data submitted from the central and southern regions.

Despite the lack of snow cover, Horned Larks were still rela-
tively abundant this year. Likewise, Carolina Wrens occurred in fair-
ly good numbers throughout the state. Several migratory species
(e.g., Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Winter Wren, and
Golden-crowned and Ruby-crowned Kinglets) were widely distrib-
uted in good numbers. Exceptional species encountered included: a
single migrant Tree Swallow at Merimet Lake (26 February); 2
Barn Swallows (one each at Lake Chautauqua and Carlyle Lake) on
22 February and 22 December, respectively; as well as Illinois
Beach State Park’s celebrated Brown-headed Nuthatch, present
since July and seen throughout the winter.

Overall, the common permanent residents (corvids, Tufted
Titmouse, chickadees, White-breasted Nuthatch, European Starling,
Northern Cardinal, House Finch, and House Sparrow) were all
observed in fairly typical numbers. However, I once again suggest
that these birds arc substantially, if not greatly, overlooked and
under-reported throughout Illinois during all seasons of the year.

Thrushes - Sparrows: The Eastern Bluebird, American
Robin, and Cedar Waxwing occurred in greater numbers and were
more widely distributed, while the Hermit Thrush was less numer-
ous. Especially noteworthy were counts of 8000, 3000+, and 1000
American Robins at Rend Lake, Johnson Sauk Trail State Park,
and Lake Shelbyville, respectively. Amazingly, a pair of robins
attempted to nest from mid December through mid January in
Chicago. See article in this issuc. A Townsend’s Solitaire in Cook
County on 17 December was the rarest thrush reported. The North-
ern Mockingbird and Brown Thrasher were reported in relatively
normal numbers. A tally of 150 American Pipits at Carlyle Lake on
27 December and a wintering Pipit at Chicago were noteworthy.

I'ive warbler species were encountered in Illinois during the
2001-2002 winter. The Yellow-rumped Warbler was substantially
morc abundant, particularly in the south. An espccially large con-
centration, 180 Yellow-rumped Warblers, was reported from
Jackson County on 24 February. The other exceptional warblers
included: an Orange-crowned Warbler at Union County, single
Pine Warblers in Lake County and at Rend Lake, 2 Palm War-
blers in Urbana in the first half of December, and 3 Common Yel-
lowthroats (2 in the north and | in the south).

Most of the sparrow species were reported in relatively typi-
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cal numbers for an Illinois winter. However, the American Tree
Sparrow, Dark-cyed Junco, and Snow Bunting were substantially
less numerous, as large populations of these species likely remained
further north during the unusually mild winter. By contrast, Fox and
Swamp Sparrows were more common than usual. Again, these
“semi-hardy” species undoubtedly benefitted from the milder condi-
tions. A couple of noteworthy accounts include a Spotted Towhee at
Urbana (I-2 December), and 6 Chipping Sparrows scattered
throughout Illinois. Four sparrow species (Vesper, Le Conte’s,
Lincoln’s, and Harris’s) were not reported in [llinois this winter.
Again, this is most likely due to the limited amount of data from the
central and southern regions.

Blackbirds - Finches: Overall, wintering populations of
blackbird species appeared to be somewhat normal, with the excep-
tion of Red-winged Blackbird and Common Grackle concentra-
tions. These two species typically congregate in enormous numbers
at certain central and southern locations. However, in 2001-2002
these concentrations were substantially reduced. Perhaps the mild
winter allowed more wide dispersal. Nevertheless, Rend and Car-
lyle Lakes in the south and Goose Lake Prairie State Natural Area
in the north still maintained large numbers of Red-winged Black-
birds (38,500, 20,000, and 10,000, respectively), and Common
Grackles (14,320, 50,000, and 10,000, respectively). By compari-
son, the Brewer’s Blackbird slightly increased in abundance. The
most notable blackbird was a single Baltimore Oriole in Jo
Daviess County on 12-29 December. Migration began so early this
winter (late January to early February), it was difficult to determine
if flocks of blackbirds were migrants or overwintering populations.

During the 2001-2002 winter, 1llinois experienced a minor
invasion of “winter finches.” Purple Finches and Pine Siskins were
somewhat more common and widespread, while both species of
crossbills and the Common Redpoll occurred in substantially greater
numbers distributed through the north and central regions of the state.
The American Goldfinch also appeared to be slightly more numerous
this winter, however this species is almost certainly under-reported.
The Eurasian Tree Sparrow was reported in fairly typical numbers.
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Winter 2001-2002 Field Notes

Red-throated Loon
Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (DK, FB); Carl.L, 15 Dec (GB, TB); Evanston
(Cook Co), 29 Dec (EW, *JE).

Common Loon

MC: 20, Carl.L, | Dec (DK); 17, Clin.L,, 14 Dec (RC, GL); 10, Carl.L,
16 Dec (DK); 8, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 5, Wauk., 1 Dec (JC). Others:
2, JP, 5 Dec (PC, BH); 2, Evanston (Cook Co), 29 Dec (EW); 2, Rend
L, 7 Jan (FB); Henn.L, 6 Dec (DFS); Boone Co, 9 Dec (AB); Wonder
L (McHenry Co), 15 Dec (DF); JP, 18 Dec< (BH); Carl.LCBC, I8
Dec< (KM, SB, CL); IBSP, 1 Jan (PSw).

Pied-billed Grebe

MC: 34, Henn.L, 6 Dec (DFS); 13, Rend L, |5 Dec (DK); 10, Carl.L, 8
Dec (DK); 7, LShel, 6 Dec (KM, CL); 7, MS R Pool 13 (Whiteside,
Carroll Cos), 20 Dec (EA, DW, KIM). Others: 6, Carl.L CBC, 18 Dec
(KM, SB, CL); 2, Des Plaines CA (Will Co), 12 Jan (UG); IBSP, 8 Dec
(PSw); Nelson L (Kane Co), 15 Dec (AS); MTwain, 18 Dec (KJM,
SH); Anda.Sl., 23 Dec (KJM); Saganashkee Sl. (Cook Co), 24 Dec
(UG); Evanston (Cook Co), 29 Dec (EW, JE); Lockport (Will Co), |
Jan (CA). This species was fairly common, primarily in December.

Horned Grebe

MC: 74, CarlL CBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB, CL); 5, Crab Orchard NWR
(Williamson Co), 31 Dec (SD); 2, IBSP, 11 Dec (DJ, DD). Others: 3,
Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 3, Crab Orchard NWR (Williamson Co), 24
Feb (FB); 2, Rend L, 14 Feb> (KM); JP, 4 Dec< (SC, KC); Henn.L, 6
Dec (DFS); JP, 20 Feb> (PC, DC).

American White Pelican

MC: 150, Carl.L, | Dec (DK); 70, Chau, 20 Dec (R&SB); 60, Swan
L (Calhoun Co), IS Dec (WR); 39, Chau, 22 Feb (R&SB); 3, Carroll
Co, 20 Dec (EA, DW). Others: 47, Carl.L, 18 Dec (DK); 25, Jersey
Co, 17 Feb> (KM); 7, Chau, 24 Jan (R&SB).

Double-crested Cormorant

MC: 7000, Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (DK, m.ob.) — unprecedented
winter season high count; 50, Carl.L, 8 Dec (DK); 36, Chau, 13 Dec
(R&SB); 26, MS R (Rock Island, Whiteside, and Carroll Cos), | Dec
(KIM, AF). Others: 17, Clin.L, 3 Dec< (RC); 15, MS R Pool 15
(Rock Island Co), 16 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 14, Carl.L, 28 Dec (DK); 14,
LtlCalR,26Jan (WM); 9, LtICal R, 1 Dec (WM); 3, Will Co, 27 Jan
(PSw); 2, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KIJM); 2, Nelson L FP
(Kane Co), 23 Dec (JD); 2, Wauk., 1 Jan (PSw); Clin.L, 6 Jan< (RC).
Widespread, especially throughout the northern section.

AMERICAN BITTERN
Pr.Rdg, 1-7 Dec< (LH); Rend L, 15 Dec (*LS).

Great Blue Heron

MC: 181, Chau, 24 Jan (R&SB); 35, Putnam Co, 28 Jan (DIS); 24,
Winnebago Co, 15 Dec (DTW); 20, Carl.L, 9 Dec (DK); 17, Rend L
CBC, 15 Dec (KM), 17, Mercer Co, |8 Dec (KJM, m.ob.). Others: 19,
1&M, | Jan (DIS); 15, Carl.L CBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB, CL); 14,
Anda.S].,23 Dec (KIM); 13, Whiteside and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KJM,
EA, DW), 10, Lake Co, 29 Dec (PSw); 10, Carl.L, 13 Jan (DK); 10
(birds standing on nests), Will Co, 17 Feb (PSw); 8, QC, 16 Dcc
(C&LB, TM); 5, Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 3, Wonder L (McHen-
ry Co), 15 Dec (DF); 2, Nelson L FP (Kane Co), 23 Dec (JD); 2, Lock-
port (Will Co), 5 Jan (UG); LCal, 22 Dec (WM); Boone Co, 4 Jan, 15
Feb (AB); Springbrook Prairie FP (Du Page Co), 6 Jan (UG). Wide-
spread and rclatively abundant throughout the northern section.
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Great Egret
Thomson Causeway (Carroll Co), 1 Dec (KIM, AF); HL, 8 Dec< (KM).

Black-crowned Night-Heron
2 imm., JP, 5 Dec (PC, BH); immn., JP, 19 Dec< (PC); imm., Chi, 28
Jan-28 Feb (AS). Reported only from extreme northeastern IL.

Black Vulture
MC: 21, Carbondale (Jackson Co), 30 Dec (RSM). Others: 10, John-
son Co, 6 Jan (KM); 8, Massac Co, | Jan (KM).

Turkey Vulture

MC: 12, LSpfld, 19 Feb (KM); 8, Carl.L CBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB,
CL); 2, Des Plaines CA (Will Co), 24 Feb (UG). Others: Carl.L, 20
Jan (DK); ad., Cook Co, 27 Jan (*PSw); Downs (McLean Co), 9
Feb> (AC); Danville (Vermilion Co), 17 Feb> (RC).

Greater White-fronted Goose

MC: 3000+, Chau, 9 Feb (RC); 2000, Carl.L,, 9 Dec (DK) — record
winter-season high counts; 156, Winnebago Co, 24 Feb (PSw). Oth-
ers: 300, Clin.L, 14 Dec (RC, GL); 300, Union Co, 21 Dec (KIM,
VK); 300, Carl.L, 13 Jan (DK); 300, IL R (Schuyler Co), IS Feb
(LLH); 200, Heyworth (McLean Co), 28 Jan (TEB); 140, Franklin
Co, 9 Feb (LS); 90, Grundy Co, 17 Feb (PSw); 87, Rend L CBC, 15
Dec (KM); 42, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (BBe); 40, Chau, 12 Jan (KM); 40,
LSpfld, 28 Jan (KM); 35, Barstow Rd (Rock Island Co), 16 Dec
(KJIM, SH); 35, Little Swan L (Warren Co), 14 Feb (LLH); 10, Cherry
Valley (Winnebago Co), 20-21 Jan (DTW); 3, I&M, 1 Jan (*DIJS).
Species continues to winter in increasing numbers throughout Illinois.

Snow Goose

MC: 100,000, CarlL, 16 Feb (DK); 75,000, Carl.L, 5 Jan (DK); 50.000,
Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 25,000, Chau, 9 Feb (RC); 400, Clin.L, 14
Dec (RC, GL); 42, Boone Co,9 Dec (AB); 12, Nelson L (Kane Co), 15
Dec (AS). Others: 25,000, Bald.L, 5 Jan (KM); 9000+, Pomona, 2 Feb
(RSM); 500, UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 4 (2 blue morph, 2 white
morph), Long Grove (Lake Co), 20 Jan, 3 Feb (CF); 3, Winnebago Co,
20 Jan (PSw); West Branch FP (Du Page Co), 31 Dec (UG).

Ross’s Goose

MC: 8, Franklin Co, 25 Feb (LS); 5, CarLL, 18 Dec (DK); 3 (2 ad., 1
imm.), Durand (Winnebago Co), 15 Dec (DTW); 2, Chau, 3 Feb (RC).
Others: 4, Calhoun Co, 15 Dec (WR); 2, Carl.L, 28 Jan (KM); Pr.Rdg, 4
Dec< (LH); ad. (white morph), Normal (McLean Co), 15 Dec (MR, WH);
UCCA, 21 Dec (KIM, VK, m.ob.); Rend L, 7 Jan (FB); Long Grove (Lake
Co), 13 Jan (CF); Kankakee (Kank. Co), 9 Feb (DFS). Fairly widespread.

Canada Goose

MC: 21.500, Kendall Co, 3 Feb (DFS); 8497, Third L (Lake Co), | Jan
(DJ, RMy); 8000, Chau, 12 Jan (KM); 8000, Livingston Co, 19 Feb
(KM); 30004, UCCA, 2l Dec (KM, VK), 500, Carl.L, I3 Jan (DK).
Others: 5000, Clin.L, 6 Jan (RC); 5000, Long Grove (Lake Co), 7 Feb
(CF); 3252, MS R Pool 13 (Whiteside, Carroll Cos), 20 Dec (EA, DW,
KIM); 3000+, Boone Co, 9 Dec (AB); 1400+, JP, all winter (PC); 885,
QC, 16 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 500 (“Richardson’s”), Chau, 3 Feb (RC);
490, MTwain, 18 Dec (KJM, SH); 230 (“Richardson’s), Normal
(McLean Co), 15 Dec (MR, WH); 13, Pomona, 5 Jan (RSM), Compar-
atively low numbers, especially in the central and southern regions, are
clue in large part to a lack of aerial walerfowl survey data.

Mute Swan
MC: 125, Wolf L (Cook Co),4 Jan (DFS); 84, Chi, 26 Jan (WM). Others:
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59, William Powers CA (Cook Co), 29 Dec (CM); 19, Channahon (Will Co),
21 Jan (DFS); 8,JP, 6 Jan> (SC); 5 ad., Third L. (Lake Co), 3 Jan (PSw); 3
(2 ad., | imm.), Belmont Harbor, Chi, 12 Jan (GW); 3 (1 ad,, 2 imm.), Fox
R (Kane Co), 19 Jan-23 Feb (PSw), Reports confined to northeast IL.

Tundra Swan

MC: 965, MS R Pool 13 (Whiteside, Carroll Cos), 20 Dec (KJM, EA,
DW) — record Illinois high count by 365 individuals; 38 (31 ad., 7
imm.), Chau, | Jan-28 Feb (R&SB). Others: 8, LCal, 29 Dec (WM);, 8,
Grundy Co, 19 Feb (KM); 4 (2 ad., 2 imm.), L&D 14 (Rock Island Co),
27 Jan (UG); 3, Barstow Rd (Rock Island Co), 16 Dec (KIJM, SH); 3 (2
ad., | imm.), North Aurora (Kane Co), 26 Jan (UG); 2, Evanston (Cook
Co), 29 Dec (JE, EW), 2, IBSP, 7 Jan (PSw); 2, Boone Co, 23 Jan
(AB); 2, Shirland (Winnebago Co), 12-22 Feb (DTW); Rend L, 10 Feb
(FB). Good numbers, largcly restricted to the northern section.

Wood Duck

MC: 20, Arcola (Douglas Co), 2 Dec< (RC); 6, Boone Co, 7 Dec (AB);
6, Winnebago Co, 24 Feb (PSw); 6, Vermilion Co, 24 Feb (JOS); 2,
UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM, VK). Others: 4, MS R Pool 13 (Carroll Co), 20
Dec (EA, DW, KIM); 4, Putnam Co, 8 Jan (DFS); 3, Anda.Sl., 23 Dec
(KIM); 3, Lake Co, 29 Dec (PSw); 2, QC, 16 Dec (TM, m.ob.); 2, Des
Plaines CA (Will Co), 24 Feb (UG); pr, JP, 25 Feb> (PC); 2, Chau, 28
Feb (R&SB); Carl.L, 8 Dec (DK); MTwain, 18 Dec (KJM, SH);
Kendall Co, 29 Dec (DJS); male, Geneva (Kane Co), 19 Jan (AS).

Gadwall

MC: 1580, Henn.L, 6 Dec (DFS); 1200, HL, 8 Dec (KM); 730,
MTwain, 18 Dec (KJM, SH); 475,HL, 21 Jan (KM); 314, Chau, 8 Dec
(R&SB); 295, LCal, 13 Dec (DFS). Others: 215, UCCA, 21 Dec
(KIM, VK); 200, Carl.L, 8 Dec (DK); 162, MS R Pool 13 (Whiteside,
Carroll Cos), 20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW); 72, LCal, 22 Dec (WM), 70,
Lockport Prairie (Will Co), 16 Feb (CA); 12, Hillary (Vermilion Co), 5
Jan (RC); 11, Wauk., 1 Jan (PSw); 8, I1&M, | Jan (DJS); 5, Albany
(Whiteside Co), 19 Dec (RN, AM); 4, Putnam Co, 28 Jan (DJS); 3,
Blackhawk FP (Kane Co),2 3 Dec (JD).

American Wigeon

MC: 580, Henn.LL, 6 Dec (DFS); 312, Rend L. CBC, |5 Dec (KM);
269, Chau, 28 Feb (R&SB); 86, MS R Pool 13 (Whiteside, Carroll
Cos), 20 Dec (EA, DW, KIM); 50, Carl.L,, 9 Dec (DK); 50, MTwain,
18 Dec (KJM, SH). Others: 33, UCCA, 2l Dec (KJM, VK), 22,
Saganashkee S1. (Cook Co), 16 Dec (WS); 4, Carl.L, 5 Jan (DK); 2
(male & female), Wadsworth Wetlands FP (Lake Co), 13 Dec (PSw),
pr, Anderson L. CA (Fulton Co), 15 Feb (LLH), Winthrop H, 26 Jan
(KM); male, LtICal R, 26 Jan (WM); male, Kane Co, 23 Feb (PSw).

American Black Duck

MC: 642, Chau, 8 Dec (R&SB); 20, Rockford, 29 Dec (DTW); 20,
Lake Zurich (Lake Co), 20 Jan (DJ); 16, Kankakee (Kankakee Co), 22
Dec (DFS); 12, Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 10, Carl.L, 18 Dec (DK).
Others: 10, LCal, 22 Dec (WM); 10, Chau, 12 Jan (KM);, 7, MTwain,
18 Dec (KJM, SH); 6, MS R Pool 13 (Whiteside, Carroll Cos), 20 Dec
(EA, DW, KIM); 5, Anderson L CA (Fulton Co), 15 Feb (LLH), 3, QC,
16 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 3, Romeoville (Will Co), 5 Jan (UG); 2, Anda.Sl.,
23 Dec (KIM); 2, Hidden L FP (Du Page Co), 31 Dec (UG); 2, Carl.L,
12 Jan (DK); UCCA, 21 Dec (KIM, VK); Heid.L, 12 Jan (UG).

Mallard

MC: 150.000, Carl.L, 5 Jan (DK); 135960, Chau, 13 Dec (R&SB);
100,000, Fulton Co, 3 Feb (RC); 42,500, Rend L. CBC, |5 Dec (KM);
9958, MS R Pool 13 (Whiteside, Carroll Cos), 20 Dec (EA, DW, KIM),
1000, Long Grove (Lake Co), 7 Feb (CF). Others: 30,000, Franklin
Co, 8 Feb (LS); 15,000, Clin.L, 6 Jan (RC); 5455, Union Co, 21 Dec
(KIM, VK); 3400, MTwain, I8 Dec (KJM, SH), 694, LtICal R, 29 Dec
(WM, KW, MB); 692, QC, 16 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 567, MS R (Rock
Island Co), 19 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 330, Rock R (Whiteside and Lee
Cos), 30 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 100, Winthrop H, 5 Jan (DJ, m.ob.); 72 (43
male, 29 femalc), JP, | Jan (PC).

Blue-winged Teal
2, O’Fallon (St. Clair Co), 1 Dec (DK); Mermet L, 9 Feb (*FB)

Northern Shoveler
MC: 1643, Chau, 8 Dcc (R&SB); 490, Henn.L, 20 Dcc (DFS); 300,
Carl.L, | Dec (DK); 300, HL,, 27 Feb (KM); 230, MS R Pool 13 (Car-
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roll Co), 20 Dcc (EA, DW). Others: 80, Carl.L, 16 Dec (DK); 62,
UCCA, 21 Dcc (KIM, VK); 10, LCal, 22 Dec (WM); 8, Anda.Sl., 23
Dec (KJM); 6, Lake Zurich (Lake Co), 13 Jan (DJ); 3, Timber Ridge
FP (Du Pagc Co), 15 Dec (UG); 2 females, Little Swan L (Warren Co),
| Dec (LLH); 2, Kenyon FP (Kane Co), 19 Dec (JD); 2, Clin.L, 6 Jan
(RC); 2, Des Plaines CA (Will Co), 24 Feb (UG); I&M, 1 Jan (DJS).

Northern Pintail

MC: 18,000, Franklin Co, 8 Feb (LS); 10,000, Fulton Co, 3 Feb (RC);
2996, Chau, 8 Dcc (R&SB); 800, Carl.L, 9 Dec (DK); 680, Henn.L, 6 Dec
(DFS); 54, McKee Marsh (Du Page Co), 23 Feb (AS). Others: 104, Rend
L CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 10, Carl.L, 5 Jan (DK), 8, Putnam Co, 28 Jan
(DJS); 7, Nelson L FP (Kane Co), 20 Feb (JD); 5, Wadsworth Wetlands FP
(Lake Co), 13 Dec (PSw), 4, UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 4, Winncbago
Co, 24 Feb (PSw); 3, JP, 19 Feb> (PC); 2, Heid.L, 28 Jan (KM); L&D 13
(Whiteside Co), | Dec (KIM,AF), male, Lockport (Will Co), 1 Jan (CA).

Green-winged Teal

MC: 1339, Chau, 8 Dec (R&SB); 1100, Henn.L, 6 Dec (DFS); 136,
Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 100, Carl.L, 18 Dec (DK); 55. Hidden L
FP (Du Page Co), 23 Dec (UG). Others: 24, MS R Pool 13 (Carroll
Co), 20 Dec (EA, DW), 21, Kenyon FP (Kane Co), 19 Dec (JD); 20,
UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 10, MTwain, I8 Dec (KJM, SH); 8, Hid-
den L FP (Du Page Co), 20 Jan (UG); male, Cordova (Rock Island Co),
19 Dec (KIM); male, Wauk., 4 Jan (CF); male, Will Co, 27 Jan (PSw).

Canvasback

MC: 5300, L&D 19 (Hancock Co), 29 Dec (SD); 1250, L&D 13
(Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KIM); 300, L&D 14 (Rock Island Co), 15 Jan
(JC); 300, Anderson L CA (Fulton Co), 15 Feb (LLH); 150, Carl.L, 27
Dec (DK); 60, Carl.L, 12 Jan (DK). Others: 147, Chau, 13 Dec (R&SB);
72, Henn.L, 6 Dec (DFS); 20, LSpfld, 19 Feb> (KM); 13, Nelson L. FP
(Kane Co), 23 Dec (JD), 8, UCCA, 21 Dec (KIM, VK), 7, Wauk., | &
13 Jan (JE, RB, UG); 2, Seneca (La Salle Co), 30 Dec (DJS); 2, Chi, 9
Feb (CM), Crystal L (McHenry Co), 15 Dec (DF); female, JP, | Jan<
(PC); female, McKee Marsh (Du Page Co), 23 Feb (UG).

Redhead

MC: 300, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KIM); 300, L&D 14
(Rock Island Co), 15 Jan (JC); 12, Carl.L,, 8 Dec (DK); 9, Chau, 28 Feb
(R&SB). Others: 70, Winthrop H, 15 Jan (RC, m.ob.); 38, Henn.L, 6
Dec (DFS); 6, Carl.L CBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB, CL); 6 (5 male, 1
female), JP, 9 Jan-19 Feb (PC, m.ob.); 4, UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM, VK);
3, Will Co, 24 Feb (UG); female, Fox R (Kane Co), 19 Jan (PSw).

Ring-necked Duck

MC: 4000, Rend L. CBC, 15 Dec (KM) — record winter high count
excluding aerial surveys; 1175, MS R Pool 13 (Whiteside, Carroll Cos),
20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW), 800, Henn.L, 20 Dec (DFS); 506, Chau, 28
Feb (R&SB). Others: 400, Carl.L, 22 Dec (DK); 400, HL, 5 Feb (KM),
260, Clear L (Mason Co), 8 Dec (R&SB); 130, UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM,
VK); 65, LtiCal R, 26 Jan (WM), 14, Nelson L FP (Kane Co), 24 Feb
(JD); 13, Anda.Sl., 23 Dec (KIM); 10, L&D 14 (Rock Island Co), 16
Dec (KJM, SH), 9, Long Grove (Lake Co), 3-28 Feb (CF); 5, Winthrop
H, 28 Jan (DES); 3, Crystal L (McHenry Co), 15 Dec (DF); 2, Timber
Ridge FP (Du Page Co), 15 Dec (UG);, 2, Winnebago Co, 24 Feb (PSw).

Greater Scaup

MC: 2000, IBSP, | & 2! Jan (PSw, DJ); 1700, Evanston (Cook Co), 29
Dec (EW,JE); 25, Carl.L, 28 Dec (DK); 3, Mermet L, 28 Feb (FB). Oth-
ers: 725, Winthrop H, 23 Feb (KM, DK); 200, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co),
20 Dec (*KIM); 198, JP, 25 Dec< (PC); 26, Chi, 9 Feb (CM); 2, Cor-
dova (Rock Island Co), 27 Jan (UG). Largely restricted to northern IL.

Lesser Scaup

MC: 5075, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KIM) — record winter-
season high count; 2255, Chau, 28 Feb (R&SB); 1500, Carl.L, | Dec
(DK); 500, IBSP, 1 Jan (PSw); 375, HL,, 5 Feb (KM). Others: 425, Ltl-
Cal R, 17 Feb (WM), 150, Carl.L, 23 Dec (DK); 51, L&D 14 (Rock
Island Co), 16 Dec (KJM, SH); 40, Putnam Co, 28 Jan (DJS); 20,
Grundy Co, 27 Jan (PSw); 12, Carl.L, 20 Jan (DK); 10, Winnebago Co,
24 Feb (PSw); 6, Will Co, 24 Feb (UG); male, JP,20 Jan> (PC).

Surf Scoter
MC: 4, East Alton (Madison Co), 8 Dec (KM); 4, IBSP, 12 Jan (AS).
Others: 2, Lake Co, 2 Feb (AS); female-plumagc, Montrose H, Chi,

Meadowlark




10, 12, 14,27 Jan (DRD, GW).

White-winged Scoter

2, Cook Co, 30 Dec (PSw); 2, Rend L, 10 Fcb (FB); female, North
Point Marina (Lake Co), 22 Dec, 12 Jan, 26 Feb (SCH, GW, CF);
Rend L, 30 Jan (LS).

Black Scoter

MC: 6, Winthrop H, 12 Jan (GW). Others: 2 females, Evanston
(Cook Co), 29 Dec (*JE, EW); 2 (male & female), Lake Co, 26 Jan
(AS); female, East Alton (Madison Co), 8 Dec (KM); female, Wauk.,
[ Jan(*JE,RB, DJ); Clin.L, 20 Feb> (RC).

HARLEQUIN DUCK

2 females, Winthrop H, | Dec (AS, UG, m.ob.); 2, JP, 20 Feb (PC);
female-plumage, Evanston (Cook Co), 29 Dec (*JE, EW); one male,
Quincy, 12 Jan (KV).

Long-tailed Duck

MC: 12, Evanston (Cook Co), 29 Dec (JE, EW); 8, Wauk., 16 Feb
(PSw); 2 (ad. & imm. females), L&D 19 (Hancock Co), 29 Dec (SD).
Others: 5, Lake Co, 12 Jan (AS); female (appeared to be sick), Wauk.,
| Dec (UG); female, Normal (McLean Co), 15-16 Dec (MR, WH, RC);
female, L&D 14 (Rock Island Co), 16 Dec (KJM, SH); Chau, 20 Dec
(R&SB); ad. male, JP, 24 Dec & | Jan< (PC); Rend L, 7 Jan (FB).

Bufflehead

MC: 500, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KIM) — record winter-
season high count; 70, Winthrop H, 26 Jan (KM); 40, Carl.L, 9 Dec
(DK); 12, Chau, 8 Dec (R&SB). Others: 23, JP, 24 Feb (SC, PC); 10,
Chi, 29 Dec (CM); 10, JP, 7 Jan> (PC); 6, IBSP, 11 Dec (DJ, DD); 3,
WillCo,24 Feb (UG); female, Putnam Co, 28 Jan (DJS).

Common Goldeneye

MC: 3000, L&D 14 (Rock Island Co), 15 Jan (JC); 1850, L&D 13
(Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KIM); 1000, Rend L, 27 Jan (LS); 900, L&D
19 (Hancock Co), 29 Dec (SD); 580, Carl.L, 5 Jan (DK); 500, Clin.L, 6
Jan (RC). Others: 440, Grant P, Chi, 7 Jan (DFS); 350, Heid.L, 27 Dec
(JC); 178, Kane Co, 4 Jan (JD); 105, HL, S Feb (KM); 97, CarlLL CBC,
18 Dec (KM, SB, CL); 95,Rock R (Whiteside Co), 30 Dec (KIM), 57,
Chau, 7 Feb (R&SB); 50, IBSP, 21 Jan (DJ); 41, JP, 7 Jan> (PC); 6,
L&D 16 (Rock Island Co), 23 Dec (KIM), 2, Will Co, 24 Feb (UG),
male, Little Swan L (Warren Co), | Dec (LLH). Relatively less abun-
dant, especially in December.

Hooded Merganser

MC: 188, Chau, 24 Jan (R&SB); 150, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK), 125, Des
Plaines R (Will Co), 28 Dec (JC); 75, Carl.L, | Jan (DK), 30, Saganash-
kee Sl. (Cook Co),
16 Dec (WS). Oth-
ers: 23, LtICal R, 29
Dec (WM, KW,
MB); 16, MS R Pool
13 (Whiteside, Car-
roll Cos), 20 Dec
(EA, DW, KIM); 9,
UCCA, 21 Dec
(KIM, VK); 5,
McHenry Co, 15
Dec (DF); 5, Grundy

Male Harlequin Duck in Quincy, lllinois, Adams
Counly. 12 January 2002. Photo by Ken Vail

Male Harlequin Duck with Mallards (a male and female) in Quincy, lllinois,
Adams County. 12 January 2002. Photo by Ken Vail.
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Co, 21 Jan (DFS); 3, Danada FP (Du Page Co), 23 Feb (UG); 2, South
Elgin FP (Kane Co), 4 Jan (JD); 2, Wauk., 5 Jan (DJ); JP, 25 Dec<
(PC); Rockford, 29 Dec (DTW).

Common Merganser

MC: 2000, Clin.L, 6 Jan (RC); 1141, Chau, 7 Feb (R&SB); 1100,
Heid.L, 28 Jan (KM); 510, Carl.L, 5 Jan (DK); 480, Will Co, Il Feb
(DFS). Others: 250, L&D 14 (Rock Island Co), 15 Jan (JC); 200, SRock
SP, 12 Jan (DJS); 160,JP, 20 Jan (PC); 98, LCal, 9 Feb (WM); 42, Wauk.,
15 Jan (D1J); 4, Boone Co, 26 Feb (AB). Much less abundant this winter,
especially in December, Largely confined to northern IL.

Red-breasted Merganser

MC: 1200, Grant P, Chi, 25 Jan (DFS); 200, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 190,
JP, 9 Jan> (PC); 130, Rend L, 14 Feb> (KM). Others: 91, Saganashkee
SI. (Cook Co), 16 Dec (WS); 79, JP, 25 Dec< (PC); 50, Carl.L, 8 Dec
(DK); 4 females, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KIM); 4, Wauk., 31
Jan (DJ); 3, Chau, 8 Dec (R&SB); Crystal L (McHenry Co), 15 Dec
(DF); female, L&D 14 (Rock Island Co), 16 Dec (KIM).

Ruddy Duck

MC: 3000, Carl.L, 8 Dec (DK); 1600, HL, 8 Dec (KM) — both win-
ter-season high counts; 1052, Chau, 8 Dec (R&SB); 900, L&D 13
(Whiteside Co), 20 Dec (KIM); 750, HL, 5 Feb (KM); 500, Chau, 3
Feb (RC); 320, Henn.L, 6 Dec (DFS). Others: 300, Carl.L, 16 Feb
(DK); 122, L&D 19 (Hancock Co), 29 Dec (SD); 120, UCCA, 21 Dec
(KIM, VK); 45, Saganashkee Sl. (Cook Co), 8 Dec (CT); 3, Boone Co,
2 Dec (AB); 2 (male & female) Winthrop H, 5 & 26 Jan (PSw).

Bald Eagle

MC: 371 (208 ad., 163 imm.), MS R L&D 13-15 (Whiteside, Rock Island
Cos), 15 Jan (KIM, PS); 355 (224 ad., 129 imm., 2 not aged), MS R War-
saw to L&D 18 (Hancock, Henderson Cos), 18 Jan (KIM); 206 (95 ad.,
[11 imm.), IL R, Havana to Beardstown (Mason, Cass Cos), 12 Jan (RC,
EC, 1)), 141 (94 ad., 43 imm., 4 not aged) ,MS R L&D 15-16 (Rock Island
Co), 17 Jan (KIM); 12, Carl.L, 5 Jan (DK), 11 (7 ad., 4 imm.), Union Co,
21 Dec (KJM, VK). Others: 154 (65 ad., 89 imm.), Chau, 24 Jan (R&SB),
137 (111 ad., 23 imm., 3 not aged), MS R Keithsburg to L&D 17 (Mercer
Co), 17 Jan (KIM); 83 (44 ad., 33 imm., 6 not aged), MS R Cordova to
Albany (Rock Island Co), 19 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 71, L Depue (Bureau
Co), 1 Feb (DIJS); 50+, MS R Quincy (Adams Co), 13 Jan (LLH); 44 (36
ad., 8 not aged), Putnam Co, 8 Jan (DFS); 25, SRock SP, 12 Jan (DIJS); 13
(3 ad., 10 imm.), Heid.L, 28 Jan (KM); 5 (3 ad., 2 imm.), Rockford, 29
Dec (DTW); 4 (I ad., 3 imm.), Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co), 19 Dec (CF);
2 ad.,,Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 2 imm., Kendall Co, 31 Dec (DJS); 2 imm.,
IBSP, 31 Dec (PSw); 2 (on nest), Massac Co, 9 Feb (FB); Bloomington
(McLean Co), 3 Feb (MR, KK). More widespread than usual.

Northern Harrier

MC: 7, Bushnell CBC (McDonough, Fulton Cos), 27 Dec (LLH); 7,
Carl.L, 28 Jan (KM); 6, Carl.L, 8 Dec (DK); 3, Winnebago Co,all win-
ter (DTW); 3 (1 male, 2 female), Springbrook Prairie FP (Du Page Co),
6 Jan (UG). Others: 4, Fulton and Schuyler Cos, 9 Jan (LLH); 4, Edgar
Co, 19 Feb (JOS); 2, Carroll Co, 20 Dec (EA, DW); 2, Union Co, 21
Dec (KIM, VK); 2, IBSP, 1 Jan (PSw); pr, Glacial P (McHenry Co), 4
Jan (DF); 2 (male & female), Goose L, 26 Jan (GW); ad. female, Boone
Co, all winter (AB); Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); Whiteside Co, 30 Dec (AT,
ET); 1&M, 30 Dec (DJS); Bartel Grasslands (Cook Co), 26 Jan (GW);
Nelson L FP (Kane Co), 3 Feb (JD); Afton FP (De Kalb Co), 10, |7 Feb
(DJS). This species was relatively widespread.

Sharp-shinned Hawk

MC: 4, CarlL, 13 Jan (DK). Others: 2, Rend L, I5 Dec (DK); 2,
Union Co, 21 Dec (KIM, VK); 2, Lake Co, 29 Dec (PSw); 2, Lee
Co, 30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); ad. femalc, Boonc Co, all winter (AB);
Carroll Co, 20 Dec (EA, DW); Vermilion Co, 26-27 Dec (JOS);
1&M, | Jan (DJS); St. Clair Co, 11 Jan (KM); Vernon Hills (Lake
Co), 16 Jan (DJ); Hidden L FP (Du Page Co), 20 Jan (UG); ad.
female, Bushnell (McDonough Co), 5 Feb (LLI); Grundy Co, 17
Feb (PSw). Widespread, espccially in northern Illinois.

Cooper’s Hawk

MC: 5, Carl.L, 8 Dec (DK), 4, Bushnell CBC (McDonough, Fulton
Cos), 27 Dec (LLI); 3, Rend L CBC, 15 Dcc (DK). Others: 2 (ad. &
imm. females), JP, all winter (PC); 2, Timber Ridge FP (Du Page Co), 15
Dcc (UG); 2, Carroll Co, 20 Dcc (EA, DW); 2, Carl.L, I Jan (DK), 2,
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Bald.L, 5 Jan (KM); ad. male, Boone Co, all winter (AB); Union Co, 21
Dec (KJM, VK); ad., Burnham (Cook Co), 22 Dec (WM); Rock Island
Co, 23 Dec (KIM); Vermilion Co, 24 Dec (JOS); Carbondale (Jackson
Co), 29 Dec (RSM); Joliet (Will Co), 5 Jan (UG); Chau, 10 Jan (R&SB);
Lake Zurich (Lake Co), I3 Jan (DJ); McKee Marsh (Du Page Co), 23
Feb (UG). Widespread, especially throughout northern Illinois.

Northern Goshawk

Imm., HL, 8 Dec (KM); ad., Bloomington (McLean Co), 15 Dec (MH,
CH); imm., Towanda (McLean Co), 26 Dec (MR, MAn); imm., Carl.L,
5 Jan (DK); imm.,Rock Cut SP (Winnebago Co), 26 Feb (DTW).

Red-shouldered Hawk

MC: 7, Union Co, 2| Dec (KJM, VK), 2, Carl.L, 21 Jan (DK). Others:
Jake Wolf Fish Hatchery (Mason Co), | Jan-28 Feb (R&SB); Johnson Co,
6 Jan (KM); Lake Co, 13 Jan (UG); imm., Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co), 20
Jan (CF); Cook Co, 13 Fcb & 27-28 Feb(RE); MidFk FWA, 17 Feb (RC).

Red-tailed Hawk

MC: 60, Jackson and Franklin Cos, | Dec (LS); 49, Mercer Co, 18 Dec
(KJM, m.ob.); 24, QC, 16 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 23, Whiteside and Carroll
Cos, 20 Dec (IKIM, EA, DW); 22, Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 13, Chau,
3 Jan (R&SB). Others: 22, Will Co, 27 Jan (PSw); 20, Carl.L,, 5 Jan
(DK); 15, Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30 Dec (AT,ET,m.ob.); 15, Mermet L
CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 15, Putnam Co, 28 Jan (DIS); 9, Union Co, 21 Dec
(KIM, VK); 6, Vermilion and Champaign Cos, all winter (JOS); 6, La
Salle and Kendall Cos, 19 Jan (DJS); 2, Boone Co, all winter (AB); 2 (ad.
& imm.), JP, 1-2 Jan (PC); “Krider's Hawk”, Franklin Co, 12 Dec (LS);
dark morph, Hamilton Co, 5 Jan (LS); dark morph, Quincy (Adams Co),
13 Jan (LLH); ad. “Krider’s Hawk”, LCal, 17 Feb (WM).

Rough-legged Hawk

MC: 3, Whiteside Co, 20 Dec (KIJM); 3, Fulton and Schuyler Cos, 9
Jan (LLH); 3, Carl.L, I3 Jan (DK); 3, Winnebago Co, 20 Jan (PSw); 3
(2 light morph, | dark morph), McLean Co, 23 Feb (KM). Others: 2,
QC, 16 Dec (KJM, SH); 2, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM, BBe); 2, Douglas
Co, 30 Dec (JOS); 2, Lee Co, 30 Dec (KIM); 2, Greene Valley FP (Du
Page Co), 30 Dec (UG); light morph, Cook Co, 9 Dec (DFS); light
morph, Kendall Co, 31 Dec (DJS); IBSP, | Jan (GW); dark morph,
Johnson Co, 6 Jan (FB); light morph, Putnam Co, 8 Jan (DFS); ad.
female, L Argyle SP (McDonough Co), 13 Jan (LLH); dark morph, Will
Co, 21 Jan (DFS); light morph, Henderson Co, 2 Feb (DIS); light
morph, Iroquois Co, 9 Feb (DES); LCal, 9 Feb (WM).

Golden Eagle
Ad.,Emiquon NWR (Fulton Co), 12 Jan (RC, EC, 1J).

American Kestrel

MC: 19, Vermilion Co, 9 Fcb (DFES); 16, Rock Island Co, 22 Dec (KIM,
SF, mob.); 14, Carl. LCBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB, CL); 13, Jackson & Franklin
Cos, | Dec (LS); 13, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KJM, BBe); 12, QC, 16 Dec
(KJM, m.ob.). Others: 11, Whiteside & Lee Cos, 30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.);
11, Carl.L, 5 Jan (DK); 10, Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 10, Whiteside &
Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (EA, DW, KIM); 7, LCal, 17 Feb (WM);, 3, Chau, 20
Dec (R&SB); 3, Vermilion Co, 20 Feb (JOS), Hyde P, Chi, all winter (KC).
Merlin

QC, 15 & 19 Dec (SF); female or imm. male, Palos (Cook Co), 16
Dec (*WS); M.Arb, 16 Dec (JC); richardsonii, Carl.LL CBC, 18 Dec
(KM, SB, CL); female richardsonii, Rock Island Co, 23 Dec (*KIM)
— sixth and seventh Illinois reports of this subspecies; female,
Wauk., 29 Dec, | Jan (JC, *JE, EW); Kemp (Douglas Co), 2| Jan
(RC); imm. female coltumbarius, Normal (McLean Co), 16 Feb (GH).

Peregrine I'alcon

MC: 2 (pr, anatum), JP, all winter (PC); 2, Wauk., 28 Dec-5 Jan
(PSw). Others: Champaign Co, 4 Dec (JOS); East Alton (Madison
Co), 21 Jan (KM); ad., Northbrook (Cook Co), 27 Jan (DJ); ad., Will
Co, 27 Jan (AS,PSw); East St, Louis (St. Clair Co), 6 Fcb (KM).
Gray Partridge

MC: 7, Somonauk (De Kalb Co), 8 Feb (DJS). Others: 4, Plato Cen-
ter (Kane Co), 23 Dec (DTW); 3, De Kalb Co, 17 Feb (UG). Restrict-
ed to northeast Illinois.

Ring-Necked Pheasant
MC: 29, Dc Kalb Co, 2 Feb (DFS). Others: 2, Lee Co, 30 Dec (KIM);
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Dresden L (Will Co), 12 Jan (UG); male, Will Co, 27 Jan (PSw). Found
only in the northern section, in extremely low numbers.

Wild Turkey

MC: 128, Will Co, 23 Dec (AW), 44, Cordova (Rock Island Co), 19
Dec (KJM, RN, AM); 17, Carl.L, 27 Dec (DK); 14, Marietta (Fulton
Co), 27 Dec (LLH). Others: 26, Wilmington (Will Co), 19 Jan (CA);
17, Boone Co, 10 Jan (AB); 9, Lincoinshire (Lake Co), 19 Feb (DJ); 8,
Whiteside Co, 30 Dec (J&SB); 6, Bald.L, 5 Jan (KM); 6, Winnebago
Co, 24 Feb (PSw); 4, HL, 5 Feb (KM).

Northern Bobwhite

MC: 18, Mermet L. CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 10, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC),
3, Winnebago Co, 15 Dec (DTW);, 3, Carl.L, 2 Feb (DK). Others: Rock
Island Co, 22 Dec (SF); HL,, 5 Jan (KM). Found in extremely low num-
bers, primarily in the lower 2/3 of IL.

American Coot

MC: 15,100, Henn.LL, 6 Dec (DFS) — unprecedented winter high count;
5000, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co), 1 Dec (KIM, AF); 1305, MS R Pool 13
(Whiteside, Carroll Cos), 20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW); 650, HL, 27 Feb (KM),
199, Chau, 8 Dec (R&SB); 141, Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM). Others: 143,
Chi, 29 Dec (CM); 100, Carl.LL | Dec (DK); 80, Carl.L, | Jan (DK); 40,
Nelson L FP (Kane Co), 23 Dec (JD); 18, L&D 14 (Rock Island Co), 16
Dec (KIM, SH); 14, IP, 1 Jan< (PC); 10, IBSP, | Dec-16 Feb (PSw); 6,
UCCA, 21 Dec (KIM, VK); 4, Boone Co, 2 Dec (AB); Du Page Co, 15
Dec (UG). Previous winter-season maxima come from aerial surveys
past mid-Feb. (to 3790 birds) or from CBCs (to 2809 birds); highest pre-
vious single-observer count is of 2200 birds at Naperville, 16 Dec 1999.

Sandhill Crane

MC: 150, Woodridge (Du Page Co), 24 Dec< (UG); 90, Boone Co, 19 Dec
(AB); 75, Glacial P (McHenry Co), 15 Dec (DF); 75, Palatine (Cook Co),
19 Dec (CF). Others: 30, Aurora West FP (Kane Co), 19 Dec (JD); 30,
Buffalo Grove (Lake Co),23 Feb (DJ); 20, Blue Island (Cook Co),24 Feb>
(RC); 10, Des Plaines CA (Will Co), 24 Feb (UG); 5, Winnebago Co, 24
Feb (PSw); 3, McKee Marsh (Du Page Co), 23 Feb> (UG); 2, Carroll Co,
20 Dec (EA, DW); Crab Orchard NWR (Williamson Co), 24 Feb (FB).
Good numbers into Dec.; restricted almost entirely to the north.

Killdeer

MC: 217, Union Co, 21 Dec (DFS, KIM, VK); 53, Carl.L CBC, 18 Dec
(KM, SB, CL); 30+, Little Swan L. (Warren Co), 1 Dec (LLH); 18, Cor-
dova (Rock Island Co), 19 Dec (KIM); 9, Anda.Sl., 23 Dec (KJM). Oth-
ers: 17, Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 8, CarlL, 2 Feb (DK); 8, Chau, 9
Feb (RC); 8, East Paris (Edgar Co), 19 Feb (JOS); 6, L&D 13 (White-
side Co), 20 Dec (KIM), 6, Winnebago Co, 24 Feb (PSw); 5, QC, 16
Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 5, Henn.L, 20 Dec (DFES); 3, Rockford, all winter
(DTW); 2, MS R Quincy (Adams Co), 13 Jan (LLH), Decatur (Macon
Co), 29 Dec (JI); 1&M, 1 Jan (DIS); Joliet (Will Co), 5 Jan (UG),
LSptld, 28 Jan> (KM); JP, 20 Feb> (PC, DC); McKee Marsh (Du Page
Co), 23 Feb> (UG). Widespread throughout the state this winter.

GREATER YELLOWLEGS
2, Bolingbrook (Will Co), 16 Dec< (*UG) — apparcntly only the fourth
December record for Illinois.

LEAST SANDPIPER

5,Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (*KM); I&M, 1 Jan (*DIJS).
DUNLIN

5, Massac Co, 28 Dec (FB).

Wilson’s Snipe

MC: 54, Union Co, 21 Dec (DFS) — highest single-observer winter
count (two higher counts of 65 and 67 birds have been obtained in
CBCs); 6, Rockford, all winter (DTW); 6, Thomson Causeway (Carroll
Co), 1 Dec (KIM, AF); 5, Mermet L, 7 Jan (FB). Others: 4, Anda.Sl., 23
Dec (KIM); 3, Cordova (Rock Island Co), 19 Dec (KIM); 3, Winnebago
Co, 20 Jan (AS); Hidden L FP (Du Page Co), 16 Dec (JC); Carl.L. CBC,
18 Dec< (KM, SB, CL.); Collison (Vermilion Co), 5 Jan (RC). Note: The
North American and Old World populations of snipe are now considered
specifically distinct, and the name Wilson’s Snipe Gallinago delicata is
resurrected for the North American birds; sec The Auwk 119.3, p. 899.

American Woodcock
MC: 4, HL, 5 Feb> (KM); 4, Christopher L (Franklin Co), 25 Feb (LS);
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2, Urbana, 3 Feb> (RC). Others: 3, Massac Co, 10 Jan (FB); JP, 25
Feb> (PC, KC); Homer L. (Champaign Co), 28 Feb (JOS). Relatively
scarce this winter.

RED PHALAROPE
North Point Marina (Lake Co), 22 Dec< (AS).

LITTLE GULL
Rend L, 10 Feb (*FB). Species subsequently reinstated on IORC review list.

Bonaparte’s Gull

MC: 5000, Carl L, 8 Dec (DK) — record winter-season high count;
2500, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 1200, Carl.L,, 16 Dec (DK); 1200, Rend
L, 14 Feb (KM); 1100, LShel, 2 Dec (RC); 142, Jake Wolf Fish
Hatchery (Mason Co), 8 Dec (R&SB); 35, Senachwine L. (Putnam
Co), 16 Dec (DJS); 31,Boone Co, 2 Dec (AB). Others: 18, LtICal R,
I Dec (WM); 5, Iroquois Co,22 Dec (DES); 3, Lake Co, 8 Dec (AS);
3, Evanston (Cook Co), 29 Dec (EW, JE); Clin.L,, 20 Feb> (RC). This
species was exceptionally abundant and widespread.

Ring-billed Gull

MC: 50,000, Carl.L, 28 Dec (DK) — record December high count;
35,000, Carl.L, 6 Jan (KM) — record January high count; 11,000,
HL, 5 Feb (KM); 10,000, LShel, 23 Feb (RC); 2900, LCal, 4 Jan
(DES); 2400, Clear L (Mason Co), 24 Jan (R&SB); 997, MS R Pool
13 (Whiteside, Carroll Cos), 20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW). Others: 895,
Evanston (Cook Co), 29 Dec (EW, JE), 777, QC, 16 Dec (KIM, TM,
m.ob.); 523, MS R Pool 14 (Rock Island Co), 19 Dec (RN, AM,
KJM); 450, Boone Co, 2 Dec (AB); 137, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (TM,
m.ob.); 20, Winthrop H, 5 Jan (DJ, m.ob.); 11, Bushnell (McDonough
Co), 2 Dec (LLH). Various central and southern locations maintained
exceptionally large wintering populations.

Herring Gull

MC: 2000, Winthrop H, 26 Jan (KM); 1200, LCal, 29 Dec (WM); 150,
Carl.L, 20 Jan (DK); 100, East Alton (Madison Co), 21 Jan (KM); 40,
Chau, 24 Jan (R&SB). Others: 700+, La Salle Co, 12 Jan (DJS); 110,
Winnebago Co, 1 Dec-5 Jan (DTW); 81,QC, 16 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 76,
L&D 13 (Whiteside Co),20 Dec (KIM); 54, JP, 23 Feb> (PC); 5, Rend
L, 15 Dec (DK); 5, L&D 17 (Mercer Co), 18 Dec (TM, KIM); 3
imm., Boone Co, 2 Dec (AB). A report of a “Vega Gull” (subspecies
vegae) at Winthrop H, | Dec, is pending IORC review of photos and
documentation; this Siberian form is previously unknown in Illinois.
Overall, Herring Gulls were relatively uncommon this winter.

Thayer’s Gull
MC: 8 (4 ad., 3 Ist, | 2nd), Winthrop H, 16 Feb (DJ, m.ob.); 5 (4 ad., |

Eric Wallers photographed this Merlin singing in Evanston, Cook
County. February 2002.
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1st), Grant P, Chi, 23 Jan (DFS). Others: 5 ad., Winthrop H, 12 Jan (GW);,
4 (2 ad., 2 1st), LCal, 4 Jan (DFS); 4 (1 ad. 3 1st), QC, 19 Jan (SF); 4 (3
ad,, 1 Ist), Chi, 21 Jan (GW); 3, SRock SP, 19 Jan (DJS); 1st, Winnebago
Co, 30 Dec-5 Jan (DTW); ad., Carl.L,, 30 Dec (SD); ad., L&D 13 (White-
side Co), 17 Feb (PV); 3rd, L&D 14 (Rock Island Co), 23 Feb (SF).
Restricted almostexclusively to the northern section of the state.

Iceland Gull

MC: 5 (2 ad,, 3 Ist), Winthrop H, 16 Feb (PSw) — evidently a one-day
winter-season high count for IL; 3 Ist, North Point Marina (Lake Co),
16 Feb (AS); 2 ad., HL, 27 Feb (KM, CL). Others: 2 (I ad., | 1Ist),
Winthrop H, 12 Jan (GW); ad.,Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM); ad.,Carl.L
CBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB, CL); ad., Chi, 12 Jan (GW); 1st, L&D 15
(Rock Island Co), 16 Jan, 10 Feb (KJM, SF); 1st, SRock SP, 19,26-27
Jan (DJS); 2nd (“Kumlien’s”), HL, 19 Jan (WR), Ist, LCal, 17 Feb
(WM); Lst, L&D 13 (Whiteside Co), 17 Feb (PV).

Lesser Black-backed Gull

2 ad., Rockford, 29 Dec-5 Jan (DTW);, 2 ad., SRock SP, 5 Jan (DIS); 2
ad., Winthrop H, 5 Jan (DJ, PSw, m.ob.); South Elgin (Kane Co), 5-8 Dec
(JD); ad., Carl.L,, 16 Dec (DK); ad., LCal, 22 Dec (WM); ad., Evanston
(Cook Co), 29 Dec (JE, EW); ad., L&D 14 (Rock Island Co), | Jan (SF);
Ist, Carl.L, 6 Jan (DK); Rend L, 7 Jan (FB); 3rd, Grant P, Chi, 18 Jan
(DFS); Chi, 21 Jan (GW). Restricted almost exclusively to northern IL.

Glaucous Gull

MC: 5 (2 ad., 2 Ist, | 2nd), Winthrop H, 26 Jan (PSw). Others: 2 (1 lst,
1 2nd), LCal, 17 Feb (WM); 2 (1 ad., 1 2nd), SRock SP, 26 Feb (DJS),
ad., Fox R (Kane Co), 19 Jan (PSw); 3rd, JP, 20 & 22 Jan (PC); ad., L&D
15 (Rock Island Co), 17 Feb (SF). Reported only from northern Illinois.

Great Black-backed Gull

MC: 2, Chi, 27 Dec(CM). Others: 1st, LCal, 4 Jan (DFS); ad., Winthrop
H, 5 Jan (DJ, m.ob.); 2nd, Ottawa (La Salle Co), 12 Jan (DJS); Ist,
Wauk., 19 Jan (RC). Species scarce and restricted to northern Illinois.

Black-legged Kittiwake
Imm., LShel, 2 Dec> (RC).

Rock Dove

MC: 1607, Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30 Dec (J&SB, m.ob.); 1135, Cook
Co, 13 Jan (DES) — apparently a single-observer high count for IL;
600+, Urbana, 15 Dec (RC), 400, Carl.L,, 22 Dec (DK); 54, Mercer Co,
18 Dec (BBe, m.ob.); 21, Union Co, 21 Dec (KIM, VK). Others: 780,
Cook Co, 9 Feb (DFS); 710, QC, 16 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 159, White-
side and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (EA, DW, KIM); 113,]P, 29 Jan (PC).

Eurasian Collared-Dove

MC: 17, Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 7, Metropolis (Massac Co),
23 Feb (FB); 4, Urbana, 13 Jan (RC); 3, Chi, 22 Dec (CT); 3,
Lemont (Cook Co), 5 Feb (UG). Others: 3, Metropolis (Massac Co),
22 Jan (FB); 2, Hillsboro (Montgomery Co), 28 Jan (KM). This
species is gradually increasing, but docunientation is strongly
encouraged for all first local records, especially in the northern half
of the state. Docwmentors should take special care to include details
ruling out the very similar Ringed Turtle-Dove of avicultural origin.

Mourning Dove

MC: 210, St. Clair Co, 14 Dec (KM); 200+, Urbana, 15 Dec (RC);,
177, Kankakee (Kankakce Co), 5 Jan (DFS); 166, Mermet L. CBC, 31
Dec (KM); 135, QC, 16 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 127, Whitesidc and Lce
Cos, 30 Dec (KIM, m.ob.). Others: 150, Carl.L, 23 Dec (DK); L10,
Putnam Co, 8 Jan (DFS); 97, Whiteside and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec
(KIM, EA, DW), 56, Hyde P, Chi, 29 Jan (PC); 54, Rock Island Co,
23 Dec (KJM); 46, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KJIM, m.ob.); 35,Rend L, 15
Dec (DK); 21, Bushnell (McDonough Co), 5 FFeb (LLLH).

Monk Parakeet

MC: 103, Burnham (Cook Co), 13 Dec (DFS); 82, JP, 22 Jan (PC). Oth-
ers: 30, LCal, 4 Jan (DFS); 6, Chi, 10 Jan (GW); 2, Richmond (McHenry
Co), 10-14 Jan (DF). Restricted to cxtreme northcastern Illinois.

BARN OWL
Union Co, 21 Dec (DFS).

Eastern Screech-@wl
MC: 10, Carl.L, 18 Dec (DK); 10, Zion (Lakc Co), | Jan (PSw); 8,
Whiteside Co, 20 Dec (KIM); 5, Mercer Co, |8 Dec (K.IM, BBe); 3,
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Union Co, 21 Dec (KIM, VK). Others: 6, Rock Island Co, 22 Dec
(KIM, SF); 3, Green R CA (Lee Co), 30 Dec (KJM); 2,Rend L, IS Dec
(DK); Booue Co, all winter (AB); McHenry Co, 15 Dec (DF); Vermil-
ion Co, 3 Jan (JOS); gray morph, Winnebago Co, 20 Jan (PSw); Wayne
Fitzgerrell SP (Franklin Co), 25 Jan (LS); Mettawa (Lake Co), 5 Feb
(DJ*#), Bushnell (McDonough Co), 28 Feb (LLH).

Great Horned Owl

MC: 22, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 15, Carl.L, 18 Dec (DK); 7,
QC, 16 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 7, Whiteside and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KJM,
EA, DW); 6, Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 4, Vermilion Co, all winter
(JOS). Others: 6, Boone Co, all winter (AB); 4, Putnam & Bureau Cos, 28
Jan (DJS); 3, McHenry Co, 15 Dec (DF); 3, Green R CA (Lee Co), 30 Dec
(KIM); 2, Naperville (Du Page Co), 16 Dec (UG); 2, M.Arb, 16 Feb (UG).

Snowy Owl

MC: 2, La Salle Co, 15 Dec-23 Feb (DIS). Others: female, Montrose
H, Chi, 12 Dec (GW); Urbana, 30 Dec-3 Jan (DT, SB, m.ob.); female,
Mercer Co, 9 Jan (PL); Wauk., 12-13 Jan & 12 Feb (GW,DRD, SCH),
female,JP,23 Jan (SC). Slightly more widespread this winter.

Barred Owl

MC: 14, Franklin Co, L1, 14, 17 Jan, 15 Feb (LS); 9, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB,
m.ob.); 8, Mercer Co, |8 Dec (KIM, TM), 4, Vermilion Co, all winter
(JOS), 4, Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW). Others: 3,
Whiteside & Lee Cos, 30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 2, UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM,
VK); 2, Carl.L,, 22 Dec (DK); 2, Mermet L. CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 2,
McClaughey Springs FP (Cook Co), 9 Feb (GW), Pomona, 17 Feb (RSM).

Long-eared Owl

MC: 7, Christopher L (Franklin Co), 15-25 Feb (LS); 6, McHenry
Co, 13-15 Dec (DF); 6, Carl.L, 21 & 25 Jan (DK, KM); 5, Goose L,
4 Dec & 4 Jan (JC); 5, Colchester (McDonough Co), [-28 Feb
(LLH). Others: 3, Afton FP (De Kalb Co), all winter (PO, DJS); 3,
West Branch FP (Du Page Co), 15 Dec (UG); 3, Bartel Grasslands
(Cook Co), 9 Feb (GW); 2, Hamilton Co, 5 Jan (LS); Rock Island
Co, 23 Dec (KIM); Lyons Woods FP (Lake Co), 12, 15 Jan (GW,
SCH); Homer L (Champaign Co), 13 Jan (RC); Wayne Fitzgerrell
SP (Franklin Co), 5 Feb (LS).

Short-eared Owl

MC: 6, Glacial P (McHenry Co), I Jan (DF); 4, Ewing (Franklin Co),
15 Dec (LS); 3, Flatbranch (Clinton Co), 8 Dec (DK). Others: 2, Shat-
tuc (Clinton Co), 20 Jan (DK); Springbrook Prairie FP (Du Page Co),
29 Dec (UG); Marseilles (La Salle Co), 30 Dec (DJS); Wauk., 20 Jan
(CF); Boone Co, 31 Jan (AB); Edgar Co, 19 Feb (JOS); Paul Douglas
FP (Cook Co), 23 Feb (CF).

Northern Saw-whet Owl

MC: 3, M.Arb, 25 Dec (MBC); 3, Carl.L, 20 Jan (DK). Others:
Towanda (McLean Co), 15 Dec (MR, WH, CBu); Urbana, 27 Jan
(RC); MidFk FWA, 4-5 Jan (SB); Danville yard (Vermilion Co), 5
Jan (MJE); Kennckuk CP (Vermilion Co), 5 Jan (MJE); near
Danville (Vermilion Co), 29 Dec (SB).

Belted Kingfisher

MC: 4, CarlL, | Dec (DK); 4, Lake Co, 29 Dec (PSw); 3, QC, 16
Dec (C&LB, TM); 3, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (TM, KIM); 3, Rock
Island Co, 22 Dec (KJM, SF); 3, Bald.L, 5 Jan (KM). Others: 2,
Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); Whiteside Co, 20 Dec (KJM); LCal, 29 Dec
(WM); female, Hidden L FP (Du Page Co), 31 Dec, 20 Jan, 23 Feb
(UG); M.Arb, 1 Jan (UG); Chau, 4 Jan (LLH); Dresden L (Will Co),
12 Jan (UG), LtiCal R, 3 Feb (WM). Relatively low numbers report-
ed from central and southern Illinois.

Red-headed Woodpecker

MC: 49, Union Co, 21 Dec (KIM, VK); 14, Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec
(KM); 12, Allerton P (Piatt Co), 13 Jan (RC); 11,QC, 16 Dec (C&LB,
m.ob.); 9, Lee Co, 27 Jan (DFS); 9, Carl.L,, 18 Dec (DK); 7, Mercer
Co, 18 Dec (KJM, BBc). Others: 5 imm., IBSP, 2 Dec-12 Jan (PSw);,
5, Rock Island Co, 22 Dec (KJM, SF); 5, Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30
Dec (J&SB, m.ob.); 4, Pecatonica FP (Winnebago Co), all winter
(DTW), 4, Carl.L, 13 Jan (DK); 3, Boone Co, | Jan (DFS).

Red-bellied Woodpecker
MC: 58, QC, 16 Dcc (C&LB, m.ob.); 55, Mercer Co, 18 Dcc (KIM,
m.ob.); 41, Whiteside and Casroll Cos, 20 Dec (KJM, EA, DW), 27,
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Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 25, Union Co, 21 Dec (KIM, VK).
Others: 20, Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 17, Rock
Island Co, 23 Dec (KIJM); 16, Boone Co, | Jan (DFS); 10, CarlL, 13
Jan (DK); 6, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 2 (male & temale), JP, all winter
(PC).

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

MC: 7, Union Co, 2l Dec (KJM, VK). Others: 2, Rend L, 15 Dec
(DK); 2, Pomona, 4 Jan (RSM); 2, Christopher L (Franklin Co), |1
Jan (LS); Bushnell CBC (McDonough, Fulton Cos), 27 Dec (LLH);
M.Arb, | Jan (UG, MBC); Carl.L, | Jan (DK); QC, | Jan (SF);
imm., Chi, 3-9 Jan (JP); Urbana, 3 Jan (RC); Allerton P (Piatt Co),
13 Jan (RC); Ryerson CA (Lake Co), 17 Feb (SCH).

Downy Woodpecker

MC: 99, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 45, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM,
m.ob.); 38, Whiteside and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KJM, EA, DW).
Others: 28, Rock Island Co, 23 Dec (KIM); 22, Boone Co, | Jan
(DFS); 21, Carl.L CBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB, CL), 21, Union Co, 21
Dec (KIM, VK); 21, Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 10 (5 pr), JP, all
winter (PC).

Hairy Woodpecker

MC: 23, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 15, Mercer Co, 18 Dec
(KJM); 14, Union Co, 21 Dec (KIM, VK); 9, Whiteside and Carroll
Cos, 20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW); 8, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC). Others:
8, Rock Island Co, 23 Dec (KIM); 6, Rend L. CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 6,
Carl.L CBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB, CL); 6, Boone Co, | Jan (DFS).

Northern Flicker

MC: 66, Union Co, 21 Dec (KIM, VK, DFS); 25, Whiteside and Lee
Cos, 30 Dec (AT, ET, m.ob.); 17, Carl.L CBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB, CL);
16, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM, m.ob.). Others: 16, Mermet L CBC, 31
Dec (KM); 10, Chi, 16 Dec (WM); 10, Cordova (Rock Island Co), 19
Dec (KIM, RN, AM); 6, JP, | Jan (PC); 5, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 5,
Carl.L, 12 Jan (DK); 4, Rock Island Co, 23 Dec (KIM); 4, MidFk
FWA, 5 Jan (RC); 3, Lyons Woods FP (Lake Co), 15 Jan (DJ); 2,
Greene Valley FP (Du Page Co), 30 Dec (UG); Grundy Co, 12 Jan
(UG); Blackhawk FP (Kane Co), 12 Feb (JD).

Pileated Woodpecker

MC: 32, Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK, DES); 5, Wimebago Co, |5
Dec (DTW); 5,QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, TM); 5, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC);
4, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 3, Mermet L. CBC, 31 Dec (KM).
Others: 2, Vermilion Co, all winter (JOS); 2, Anda.Sl., 23 Dec (KIM),
2, Chau, 3 Jan (R&SB); 2, Pomona, |7 Feb (RSM); Carl.L,, 1 Jan (DK).

Loggerhead Shrike

MC: 4, Carl.L CBC, I8 Dec (KM, SB, CL); 2, Union Co, 21 Dec
(DFS). Others: Hamilton Co, 2 Dec (LS); Shattuc (Clinton Co), 23
Dec (DK); Stolletown (Clinton Co), 5 Jan (DK); Mansfield (Piatt
Co), 6 Jan (RC); Aviston (Clinton Co), 20 Jan (DK). Observed in
very low numbers, and restricted almost exclusively to the southern
section of the state.

Northern Shrike

Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co), 1 Dec-12 Feb (CF); Goose L, 18 Dec
(JC), Durand (Winnebago Co), 20 Jan (BG); IBSP, 9 Feb (SCH). Very
few reported, and restricted largely to the northeastern section.

Blue Jay

MMC: 159, Whiteside and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KIJM, EA, DW),
131, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 122, Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec
(KM); 80, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIJM, m.ob.); 75, Union Co, 2] Dec
(KJM, VK); 56, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC). Others: 74, Whiteside
and Lee Cos, 30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 70, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 47,
Vermilion Co, 9 Feb (DFS); 40, Carl.L, 18 Dec (DK); 36, Boone
Co, 2! Feb (AB); 25, Carl.L, 12 Jan (DK); 18, Pomona, 16 Feb
(RSM).

American Crow

MC: 4200, HL,, 8 Dec (KM); 2300, East St. Louis (St. Clair Co), 4 Jan
(KM); 1650, Champaign Co, 20 Dec (DFS); 1053, Whiteside and Lee
Cos, 30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 442, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 390,
Cook Co, 13 Jan (DFS); 307, Bushnell CBC (McDonough, Fulton
Cos), 27 Dec (LILH). Others: 273, JP, 2 Dec (PC); 227, Rock Island
Co, 22 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 170, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 130,
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Carl.L, 9 Dec (DK); 30, Carl.L, 21 Jan (DK); 16,Rend L, 15 Dec (DK);
6,IBSP, 5 Jan (DJ, m.ob.).

Fish Crow
4, HL, 21 Jan (KM); Carbondale (Jackson Co), 28 Feb (RSM).

Horned Lark

MC: 1175, De Kalb Co, 2 Feb (DFS); 500, Carl.L, 8 Dec (DK); 500,
Carl.L, 20 Jan (DK); 453, Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30 Dec (J&SB,
m.ob.); 300, De Kalb and La Salle Cos, 9 Feb (DIJS); 260, Hender-
son and Mercer Cos, 2 Feb (DJS). Others: 208, La Salle and
Kendall Cos, 19 Jan (DJS); 187, Bureau and Henry Cos, 1 Feb
(DJS); 95, UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 61, Rock Island Co, 22 Dec
(SF, KIM); 52, Rend L. CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 50, Winnebago Co, 20
Jan (PSw); 26, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (TM, m.ob.); 15, Whiteside Co,
20 Dec (KIM); 5,JP, 20 Feb (PC); 2, Hainesville (Lake Co), 20 Jan
(DJ); 2, IBSP, 9 Feb (PSw).

Tree Swallow
Mermet L, 26 Feb (FB).

BARN SWALLOW
Carl.L, 22 Dec (*DK). One reported without details, Mason Co, 22 Feb.

Barn Swallow

MC: 225, Cherry Hill (Boone Co), 18 Aug (DW); 200+, Arcola, 11
Aug (RC); 200, Carl.L, [ 8 Aug (DK). LD: 28 Oct, Carl.L. (DK); 14
Oct, IBSP (UG); 14 Oct, JP (PC); 14 Oct, Putnam Co (DJS, C&IM);
14 Oct, Urbana (RC).

Carolina Chickadee

MC: 135, Union Co, 21 Dec (DFS, KJM, VK), 57, Carl.L,, 15 Dec
(DK); 42, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC). Others: 38, Rend L. CBC, 15 Dec
(KM); 15, Carl.L, 12 Jan (DK);.

Black-capped Chickadee

MC: 266, QC, 16 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); [11, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM,
m.ob.); 106, Whiteside and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW), 102,
Rock Island Co, 22 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 81, Boone Co, | Jan (DFS);, 40,
Allerton P (Piatt Co), 13 Jan (RC). Others: 14, JP, all winter (PC); 12,
IBSP, 5 Jan (DJ, m.ob.); 1, Chi, 29 Dec (CM).

Tufted Titmouse

MC: 66, Union Co, 21 Dec (DFS, KJM, VK); 44, Whiteside and
Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KIJM, EA, DW); 36, Vermilion Co, 9 Feb
(DFS); 27, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC); 24, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB,
m.ob.); 24, Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec (KM). Others: 23, Mercer Co,
18 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 18, Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 13, Rock
Island Co, 23 Dec (KIM); 10, Carl.L, 18 Dec (DK); 2, Cook Co, 24
Dec (UG); 2, Marseilles (La Salle Co), 12 Jan (UG); 2, IBSP, 30 Jan
(DJ); Joliet (Will Co), S Jan (UG).

Red-breasted Nuthatch

MC: 15, Allerton P (Piatt Co), 13 Jan (RC); 11, IBSP, 1 Jan (PSw); 6,
Sand Rdg, 12 Jan (KM, KR); 2, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 2, Carl.L, 12 Jan
(DK). Others: 7, Cordova (Rock Island Co), 19 Dec (KJM, RN, AM); 7,
Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 4, Woodridge (Du Page
Co), all winter (MBC); 3, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (BBe); 3, River Forest
(Cook Co), 29 Dec (JA), 3, M.Arb, | Jan (UG), 3, Chau, 4 Jan (LLH);
Shabbona L SP (De Kalb Co), all winter (DJS); Boone Co, all winter
(AB); O’Fallon (St, Clair Co), | Dec (KM); Lyons Woods FP (Lake Co),
13 Jan (UG); SRock SP, 19 Jan (DJS); Big R State FForest (Henderson
Co), 2 Feb (DIJS). Fairly common and widespread throughout the winter.

White-breasted Nuthatch

MC: 83, Whitesidc and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KIJM, EA, DW); 73,
Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 67, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.);
42, Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 36, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC); 12,
Mermet L CBC, 31 Dcc (KM). Others: 31, Whiteside and Lee Cos,
30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 21, Boone Co, | Jan (DFS); 4, Carl.L,, 18 Dec
(DK); 2 (pr), JP, all winter (PC).

BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH

IBSP, 1, 3,5 Jan, 9 Feb (GW, SCH, DJ, m.ob.); first Illinois record,
present since |1 Jul (sec Meadowlark 10:122 and 11:65).

Brown Creeper

MC: 19, QC, 16 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 15, Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30 Dec
(KJM, m.ob.); 14, Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK), 8, Rend 1. CBC, 15
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Dec (KM); 7, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM, TM), 2, Sand Rdg, 12 Jan
(KM, KR). Others: 7, Rock Island Co, 19 Dec (KIM); 7, Distillery Rd
CA (Boone Co), | Jan (DES); 4, Kane Co, 15 Dec (PSw); 2, JP, 20 Jan
(PC). This species was certainly under-reported, especially from the
central and southern sections of the state.

Carolina Wren

MC: 15, Mermet L. CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 12, Urbana, |5 Dec (RC); LI,
Union Co, 2! Dec (KIM, VK); 7,QC, 16 Dec (GO, m.ob.); 3, Sinnissippi
Wildlife Area (Whiteside Co), 30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 3, LSpfld, 28 Jan
(KM). Others: 4, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 4, Carl.L, 18 Dec (DK); 2, I&M,
I Jan (DJS); 2, New Millford (Winnebago Co), 24 Feb (RM, DTW); Joli-
et (Will Co), 15 Dec (CA); Distillery Rd CA (Boone Co), | Jan (DFES);
Bushnell (McDonough Co), 3 Jan (LLH); Chi, 25 Feb (DRD).

Winter Wren
MC: 7, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, KIM); 3, Merimet L. CBC, 31 Dec (KM),
2,Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM). Others: Henn.L, 6 Dec & 8 Jan (DFS);,
Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM), Urbana, 13 Jan (RC). Slightly more com-
mon this winter.

MARSH WREN
4, near Wolf Lake (Union Co), 21 Dec (SB). (See CBC narrative this
issue — also likely highest one-site and/or one day total for winter).

Golden-crowned Kinglet

MC: 19, Rend L CBC, 1S Dec (DK); 12, Allerton P (Piatt Co), 13 Jan
(RC); 10, Carl.L, 12 Jan (DK); 10, Kane Co, 12 Feb (JD), 2, Lake Co, 8
Jan (PSw); 2, Big R State Forest (Henderson Co), 2 Feb (DIS). Others:
6, Carl.L, 18 Dec (DK); 6, UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); Joliet (Will Co),
L5 Dec (CA); Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KJM); Loud Thunder FP (Rock
Island Co), 22 Dec (KIM).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

MC: 15, Union Co, 21 Dec (DFS, KJM, VK); 3, Milan Bottoms (Rock
Island Co), 16 Dec (*C&LB); 2, Rend L, |5 Dec (DK). Others: Will
Co, 9 Jan (JC); Blackhawk FP (Kane Co), 29 Jan (JD).

Eastern Bluebird

MC: 54, Whiteside Co, 20 Dec (KJM); 35, Union Co, 21 Dec
(KJM, VK); 30, Vermilion Co, 9 Feb (DES); 25, Bureau Co, 16 Dec
(DIS); 15, Carl.L, 13 Jan (DK); 14, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KJM,
m.ob.). Others: 14, Carl.L CBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB, CL); 14, Vermil-
ion Co, 5 Jan (RC); 9, Mason Co, 22 Feb (R&SB); 7, Bushnell CBC
(McDonough, Fulton Cos), 27 Dec (LLH); 6, Rock Island Co, 23
Dec (KIM); 5, Chi, 30 Dec< (CT); S5, Mercer and Henderson Cos, 2
Feb (DJS); 4, Du Page Co, 6 Jan (PSw); 3, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 3,
Third L (Lake Co), 1 Jan (DJ, RMy); 3, Morris (Grundy Co), 12 Jan
(UG); 2, McHenry Co, 29 Dec (DF); 2, Rockford, 6 Jan (DTW), 2,
Heid.L, 23 Feb (KM). Fairly abundant and widespread throughout
the winter.

TOWNSEND’S SOLITAIRE
Barrington (Cook Co), 17 Dec (GBd).

Hermit Thrush

MC: 3, Carl.L. CBC, 18 Dec (KM, SB, CL), 2, Urbana, 15 Dcc (RC); 2,
Rend L, 15 Dcc (DK); 2, Lake Co, | Jan (AS). Others: 2, Carl.L, 12 Jan
(DK); JP, 6 Dec< (BH); Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM), UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM,
VK); Fullersberg FP (Du Page Co), 1 Jan (DFES); Urbana, 10 Jan (RC).

American Robin

MC: 8000, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK) — record winter-season high count;
3000+, Johnson Sauk Trail SP (Henry Co), 1 Feb (DJS); 1000, LShel, 23
Feb> (RC); 973, Jackson Co, 1 Jan (RSM); 265, Lake Co, 29 Dec (PSw);
200, Urbana, 15 Dec (RC). Others: 562, Mermet 1. CBC, 31 Dcc (KM);
230, HL, 8 Dec (KM); 163, JP, 15 Jan (PC); 150, Carl.L,, 27 Dec (DK);
85, Cook Co, 9 Jan (JA); 83, Burnidge FFP (Kane Co), 10 Jan (JD); 40,
Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30 Dec (AT, ET, m.ob.); 30, Silver Springs SP
(Kendall Co), 19 Jan (DJS); 30, O’Fallon (St. Clair Co), 20 Jan (KM); 28,
Bureau Co, 16 Dcc (DIS); 19, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM, TM); 17, Cor-
dova (Rock Island Co), 19 Dcc (KIM); 11, Boone Co, 20 Feb (AB); 9,
Rushville (Schuyler Co), 13 Jan (LLH); 2 (pr, nesting), Chi, 13 Dec-12
Jan (JP) (female incubated 2 eggs for 19 days; eggs and nest collected
and deposited at Chicago’s Field Museum — see separate article in this
issuc with photos). Widespread in remarkably large numbers.
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Northern Mockingbird

MC: 17, Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec (KM). Others: Rend L, 15 Dec (DK);
Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); Shiloh (St.Clair Co), 23 Dec (DK);
Pomona, 16 Feb (RSM). Restricted to the southern seclion of the state.

Brown Thrasher

MC: 8, UCCA, 21 Dec (KIM, VK). Others: McLcan Co, 15 Dcc
(TEB, KK, MF); HL,, 5 Jan (KM); Normal (McLean Co), 17 Feb (AC);
Urbana, 17 Feb (*RC).

European Starling

MC: 10,000, CarlL, | Jan (DK); 8399, Rock Island Co, 22 Dec (KJM,
m.ob.); 2750, Mermel L. CBC, 31 Dcc (KM); 2500+, LCal, 22 Dec (WM);,
1248, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 1000, Vermilion Co, all winter
(JOS). Others: 1950, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 1822, Whiteside and
Lee Cos, 30 Dec (AT, ET, m.ob.); 1100, Du Page Co, 21 Jan (DFS); 817,
Whiteside and Carroll Cos,20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW), 754, Rock Tsland Co,
23 Dec (KIM); 289,JP,2 Jan (PC); 155, Union Co, 21 Dec(KJM, VK).

American Pipit

MC: 150, Carl.L, 27 Dec (DK); 22, Mermet L, 19 Jan (FB). Others:
2, Urbana, 15 Dec (*RC); near Meredosia (Morgan Co), 14 Dec. (SB,
MW). Paul Douglas FP (Cook Co), 6 Jan (CF); JP, 28-29 ,Jan & 8-11
Feb (+SC, PC, KC). Note: In The Birds of Illinois, Bohlen (1989:144)
remarks, “..there are few if any true wintcr records. One flying south
near Carlyle Dam, January 7, 1987,...is the latest winter record.” Its
wintering status in subsequently published [llinois journals remains
vague, and Robinson’s (1996:242f.) Southern Illinots Birds was unable
to confirm overwintering in southern Tllinois. This scason’s record
from JP clearly involved a single individual found both betore and
after a major winter storm at precisely the same site (under thc same
tree) from 28 Jan-11 Fcb; its disappearance correlated with mild tem-
peratures under southwest winds. Data seem to provide a first pub-
lished overwintering record for Illinois, from an unexpected site.

Cedar Waxwing

MC: 477, Klehm Arboretum (Winnebago Co), 29 Dec (DTW); 300, Carl.L,
8 Dec (DK); 100, Cook Co, 16 Dec (PSw); 100, Carl.. CBC, 18 Dec (KM,
SB, CL); 50, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC). Others: 83, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK);
70, Blackhawk FP (Kane Co), 12 Feb (JD); 63, QC, 16 Dec (KJM, m.ob.),;
63, Burnidge FP (Kane Co), 10 Jan (JD); 58, Cordova (Rock Island Co), 19
Dec (KIM); 50, Lee Co, 30 Dcc (KIM); 30, Carl.L, 20 Jan (DK); 25, John-
son Co, 6 Jan (KM); 24, Pomona, 24 Feb (RSM); 20, Vernon Hills (Lake
Co), 10 Feb (DJ); 19, Kendall Co, 17 Feb (DFS); 13, Mercer Co, 18
Dec (KIM, TM); 9, JP, 28 Jan (PC); 5, Silver Springs SP (Kendall Co),
19 Jan (DJS). Relatively widespread and abundant throughout the state.

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER
Union Co, 21 Dec (DFS).

Yellow-rumped Warbler

MC: 180, Pomona, 24 Feb (RSM) — record winter high count exclud-
ing CBC data; 43, CarlLL. CBC, I8 Dec (KM, SB, CL); 7, Libertyville
(Lake Co), 1 Jan (DJ); 5, Jake Wolf Fish Hatchery (Mason Co), 14 Feb
(R&SB); 3, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIJM). Others: 25, Carl.L, 6 Jan (DK),
5, UCCA, 21 Dec (KIM, VK); 2, Urbana, 1-15 Dec (RC, GL); Greene
Valley FP (Du Page Co), 25 Dec (AS); M.Arb, | Jan (MBC); Hidden L
FP (Du Page Co), 20 Jan (UG); Fabyan FP (Kane Co), 14 Feb (JD).

PINE WARBLER
Rend L, 15 Dec (*'DK); Lyons Woods FP (Lake Co), 20 Dec, 19 & 25-
28 Jan (*RC, SCH, DRD, m.ob.).

PALM WARBLER

2, Urbana, 1-15 Dec
(*RC, GL).

COMMON
YELLOWTHROAT
Female, LCal, 13 Dec¢
(DFS); imm. male, Fer-
milab CBC (Du Page
Co), |15 Dcc (*GW);
male, Union Co, 2| Dec
(DFS). e

= e v - -

Spotted Towhee Spolted Towhee. 28 November 2001
Female, Urbana, 28 Nov-  Champaign, IL Photoby Carle Nixon.

118

2 Dec (SB, m.ob.). Scc photo.

Eastern Towhee

MC: 26, Mermet L. CBC, 31 Dec (KM). Others: 3, Carl.L, 20 Jan (DK),
2, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 2, Kennekuk Cove P (Vermilion Co), 9 Feb
(DFS). Restricted almost exclusively to the southern section of the state.

American Tree Sparrow

MC: 320, QC, 16 Dec (KIJM, m.ob.); 175, De Kalb Co, 2 Fcb (DFS);
160, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC); 150, Carl.L, 9 Dec (DK); 150, Win-
nebago Co, 20 Jan (PSw); 141, Mercer Co, |8 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 31,
Rend L CBC, | 5 Dec (KM). Others: 118, Whiteside and Cairoll Cos,
20 Dec (EA, DW,KIM); [ 1}, Whiteside and Lce Cos, 30 Dec (J&SB,
m.ob.); 57, Lakc Co, 29 Dec (PSw); 23, Nelson L. FP (Kanc Co), 6 Jan
(JD); 20, Carl.L,, 28 Jan (KM); 18, Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK).
Occurred in relatively low numbers throughout 1llinois.

CHIPPING SPARROW

MC: 3, Massac Co, 10 Feb (*FB). Others: Durand (Winnebago Co),
15 Dec (*BG, m,0b.), Carl.L, 1 Jan (**DK). One undocumented at
McLean Co, 15 Dec.

Field Sparrow

MC: 18, Mermet L. CBC, 31 Dec (KM). Others: 3, Rend L, 15 Dec
(DK); 3, Carl.L, I8 Dec (DK); 3, Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK);
Clin.L, 14 Dcc (GL, RC). This species occurred in relatively low nuim-
bers, and was restricted almost exclusively to southern Illinois.

VESPER SPARROW
|, near Meredosia (Morgan Co), 14 Dcc (SB).

Savannah Sparrow

MC: 18, Union Co, 21 Dec (DFS); 2, Towanda (McLean Co), 15 Dec
(*MR, WI1, CBu). Others: Ford Co, 22 Dec (DFS); Carl.L, 13 Jan
(DK); Rockford, 20 Jan (DTW).

IFox Sparrow

MC: 22, Allerton P (Piatt Co), 13 Jan (RC); 13, Nelson L FP (Kane
Co), 6 Jan (JD); 10, Carl.L, 9 Dec (DK); 8, McLean Co, 15 Dec (TEB,
KK, MF); 6, HL,, 5 Jan (KM);, 4, Hidden L FP (Du Page Co), 31 Dec
(UG). Others: 3, Afton FP (De Kalb Co), all winter (DIS); 3, Joliet
(Will Co), 15 Dec (CA); 3, Milan Bottoms (Rock Island Co), 16 Dec
(C&LB); 3, Cook Co, 24 Dec (JA); 3, 1&M, | Jan (DJS); Rockford, all
winter (DTW); Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM),
Pomona, 23 Dcc, 28 Feb (RSM); McHenry Co, 15 Feb> (DF); Homer L
(Champaign Co), 28 Feb (JOS). Widespread throughout IL.

Song Sparrow

MC: 119, Union Co, 2l Dec (DFS); 110, Carl.L, 9 Dec (DK), 62, QC, 16
Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 51, Henn.L,, 6 Dec (DFS); 40, Urbana, 9 Feb (RC),
36, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KJM, m.ob.). Others: 59, Mermct L. CBC, 31 Dec
(KM); 23, Whiteside and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (EA, DW, KIM); 20, Carl.L,
13 Jan (DK); 15, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 8, Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK),
8, Lake Co, 29 Dec (PSw); 6, Greene Valley FP (Du Page Co), 30 Dec
(UG); 2,JP,6 Dec (BH); 2, Boone Co, 22 Feb (AB); 2, JP, 25 Feb> (PC).

Swamp Sparrow

MC: 85, Carl.L, 18 Dec (DK); 62, Union Co, 21 Dec (DFS, KJM,
VK); 8, Lake Co, 29 Dec (PSw); 7, MTwain, 18 Dec (KIM). Others:
19, Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 16, Rend L. CBC, 15 Dcc (KM);
10, Carl.L, 13 Jan (DK); 6, Milan Bottoms (Rock Island Co), 16 Dec
(C&LB); 6, Whiteside and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (EA, DW, KIM); 6,
[&M, 1 Jan (DIS); S, Timber Ridge FP (Du Page Co), |5 Dec (UG),
2, Cook Co, 13 Jan (PSw); Garden Prairie (Boone Co), | Jan (DFES);
Lockport (Will Co), 5 Jan (UG); Browning (Schuyler Co), 9 Jan
(LLH); Afton FP (De Kalb Co), 19 Jan (UG). More widespread than
usual in the north.

White-throated Sparrow

MC: 189, Union Co, 21 Dcc (KIM, VK); 144, Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec
(KM);, 30, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 28, Klehm Arboretum (Win-
nebago Co), all winter (DTW); 5, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM). Others:
40, Rend L, 15 Dcc (DK); 20, Carl.L, 21 Jan (DK); 13, Pomona, 6 Jan
(RSM); 10, Lake Co, 29 Dcc (PSw); 9, I&M, | Jan (DJS); 8, Nelson .
FP (Kanc Co), 6 Jan (JD); 6, Grecn R CA (Lee Co), 30 Dec (KIM); 6,
Afton FP (Dc Kalb Co), 13 Jan (DJS); 6, Cook Co, 23 Jan (PSw); 5, Du
Page Co, 6 Jan (PSw); 3, Johnson Sauk Trail SP (Henry Co), | Feb
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(DJS). More widespread than usual in the north.

White-crowned Sparrow

MC: 40, Carl.L, 9 Dec (DK); 30, Henn.L, 8 Jan (DFS); 16, Mermet L
CBC, 31 Dec (KM), 8, Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie (Will Co), 19
Jan (RC); 4, Vermilion Co, 9 Feb (DFES). Others: 6, Afton FP (De Kalb
Co), 13 Jan (DIS); 5, CarLL, 12 Jan (DK); 3, Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 3,
Green R CA (Lee Co), 30 Dec (KJM); 2 ad., Bushnell CBC (McDo-
nough, Fulton Cos), 27 Dec (LLH); Rock Island Co, 22 Dec (SF).

Dark-eyed Junco

MC: 340, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 290, Whiteside & Lee Cos, 30 Dec
(KIM, m.ob.); 210, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 150, Carl.LL, 9 Dec
(DK); 127, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC), 100, Carl.L, I3 Jan (DK). Others:
274, Whiteside & Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW); 210, Rock Island
Co, 22 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 153, Boone Co, | Jan (DFS); 71, Mermet L
CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 70,Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 42, Chi, 29 Dec (CM); 32,
Pomona, 6 Jan (RSM); 26, Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 26, Lake Co,29
Dec (PSw); 21,JP, 26 Jan (PC). Considerably less abundant this winter.

Lapland Longspur

MC: 500+, Towanda (McLean Co), 16 Dec (MR, LW); 400, Bushnell
(McDonough Co), 9 Feb (LLH); 350, Pontiac (Livingston Co), 26 Dec
(MR, LW, MAn); 300, Carl.L, 8 Dec (DK); 300, Carl.L, 6 Jan (DK), 250,
Rockford, 29 Dec (DTW); 241, Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30 Dec (KIM,
m.ob.). Others: 100, De Kalb Co, 2 Feb (DFS); 55, Winnebago (Win-
nebago Co), 18 Jan (DTW); 20, La Salle Co, 23 Feb (KM, DK), 16,
Browning (Schuyler Co), 9 Jan (LLH); 9, Newark (Kendall Co), 20 Jan
(MBC); 2, Massac Co, 19 Jan (FB); Plato Center (Kane Co), 20 Jan (CA).

Snow Bunting

MC: 60, IBSP, | Dec
(PSw); 50, La Salle Co,
23 Feb (KM, DK); 42,
North Point Marina
(Lake Co), 1 Dec (AS);
30, Winnebago (Win-
nebago Co), 20 Jan
(DTW); 4, Walnut Point
State FWA (Douglas Co),
21 Jan (RC). Others: 4,
IBSP, 5 Jan (PSw); 2, JP,
18 Dec (BH). Modest
numbers, restricted
almost exclusively to
northern Illinois.

Snow Bunting. 1 December 2001. Montrose
Harbor, Chicago. Pholo by Kanae Hirabayashi.

Northern Cardinal
MC: 400, Carl.L, 5 Jan (DK) — highest non-CBC winter count for IL;
304, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 130, Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KJM,
m.ob.); 94, Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 90, White-
side and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW); 90, Rock Island Co, 22
Dec (SF, m.ob.); 88, Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 80, Vermilion Co,
9 Feb (DFS). Others: 70,Rend L, 15 Dec (DK); 63, Grundy Co, 21 Jan
(DFS); 57, Union Co, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 51, Boone Co, | Jan (DFS),
42, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC); 36 (18 male, 18 female), JP, 23 Jan (PC);,
23, Chi, 29 Dec (CM).

Red-winged Blackbird

MC: 38,500, Rend L CBC, 15 Dec (KM); 20,000, Carl.L, 9 Dec (DK),
10000, Goose L., 4 Dec (JC); 6000, Carl.L, 12 Jan (DK); 5000, Kankakee
(Kankakee Co), 24 Feb (RC); 3153, QC, 16 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 500,
Urbana, 27 Jan> (RC). Others: 2100, UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 451,
Albany (Whiteside Co), 19 Dec (RN, AM, KIM); 300 (1 leucistic), &M, |
Jan (DJS); 165, LCal, 29 Dec (WM); 79, IBSP, | Jan (PSw); 75, Heid.L, 28
Jan (KM); 33, JP, 25 Feb (PC); 30, Bolingbrook (Will Co), 16 Dec (UG);
23, MTwain, 18 Dec (KJM); 20,Hidden L FP (Du Page Co), 23 Dec (UG),
6, Bushnell (McDonough Co), 25 Feb (LLEI); 4, Boone Co, 17 Feb (AB).

Eastern Meadowlark
MC: 81, UCCA, 2f Dec (KJM, VK); 21, Carl.L., 28 Jan (KM); 20,
Carl.L, 9 Dcc (DK); 12, Urbana, 6 Jan (JJ). Others: 3, Rend L, |5 Dec
(DK); JP, 25 Feb> (PC).

Rusty Blackbird
MC: 1100, Mermet LCBC, 31 Dcc (KM); 550, Rend L. CBC, 15 Dec (KM),
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412, UCCA, 21 Dec (KJM, VK); 79, Cordova (Rock Island Co), 19 Dec
(KIM); 55, Urbana, 27 Jan> (RC). Others: 50, Carl.L,, 18 Dec (DK); 15,
Carl.L, 20 Jan (DK); 8, Cht, 29 Dec (CM). Slightly less common this season.

Brewer’s Blackbird

MC: 42, Carl.L, 28 Jan (KM); 40+, L Evergreen (McLean Co), 27 Jan
(EM); 30, CarlL, 16 Dec (DK); 4 (3 male, | female), Romeoville (Will
Co), 6 Jan (CA). Others: 7, Massac Co, 19 Jan (FB); 3, Mermet L CBC,
31 Dec (KM); 3, LShel, 23 Feb> (RC); pr, Towanda (McLean Co), 15 Dec
(*MR, WH, CBuy). Restricted almost exclusively to central & southern IL.

Common Grackle

MC: 50.000, CarlL, [ Dec (DK); 14320, Rend L. CBC, 15 Dec (KM);,
10000, Goose L, 4 Dec (JC); 3000, Carl.L,, 23 Dec (DK); 57, UCCA, 21
Dec (KJM, VK); 50, Vermilion Co, 27 Feb (JOS); 43, Barstow (Rock
Island Co), 16 Dec (KJM, SH). Others: 13,Rock Island Co, 22 Dec (KJM,
m.ob.); 10, JP, 25 Feb (PC); 3, Winnebago Co, 20 Jan (PSw); 3, McKee
Marsh (Du Page Co), 23 Feb (UG); 2, Marseilles (La Salle Co), 12 Jan
(UG); Bushnell (McDonough Co), 15 Jan (LLH); Urbana, 3 Feb> (RC).

Brown-headed Cowbird

MC: 3000, Carl.L,, 23 Dec (DK); 2000, Urbana, 10 Feb (RC); 400,
Ottawa (La Salle Co), 12 Jan (DJS); 300, Carl.LL, 5 Jan (DK); 274,
Rock Island Co, 22 Dec (SF, KIM); 240, Vermilion Co, 7 Jan (JOS).
Others: 100, QC, 16 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 65, Durand (Winnebago
Co), 13 Jan (DTW); 30, Mercer Co, |8 Dec (KIM); 6, Union Co, 21
Dec (KJM, VK); 3, Boone Co, 16 Jan (AB); Romeoville (Will Co),
5 Jan (UG); Pomona, 6 Jan (RSM); female, Somonauk (De Kalb
Co), 17 Feb (UG).

BALTIMORE ORIOLE
Galena (Jo Daviess Co), 12-29 Dec (*RD).

Purple Finch

MC: 28, MidFk FWA, 5 Jan (RC); 26, Whiteside Co, 20 Dec (KIM);
18, Rock Island Co, 23 Dec (KIM); 15 (8 male, 7 female), Sand Rdg,
1-28 Feb (R&SB); 6, Carl.L CBC, 18 Dec (DK); 2, Rend L, 15 Dec
(DK). Others: 13, Henn.L, 20 Dec (DFS), 6, Green R CA (Lee Co), 30
Dec (KIM); 6, Cook Co, 18 Jan (PSw); 5, Table Grove (Fulton Co), 13
Jan (KM); 3, Greene Valley FP (Du Page Co), 9 Dec (JC); 2, Putnam
Co, 28 Jan (DJS); Carl.L, 6 Jan (DK).

House Finch

MC: 112, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 96, Boone Co, | Jan (DFS); 45,
Vermilion Co, all winter (JOS); 27, Mermet L CBC, 31 Dec (KM); 22,
Mercer Co, 18 Dec (KJM, m.ob.). Others: 74, Albany (Whiteside Co),
19 Dec (RN, AM); 55, Whiteside and Lee Cos, 30 Dec (KJM, m.ob.); 20,
Carl.L, 5 Jan (DK); 20, O’Fallon (St. Clair Co), 23 Jan (KM).

Red Crossbill

MC: 30, Sand Rdg, 12 Jan (KM, KR). Others: 2, Walnut Point State
FWA (Douglas Co), 2 Dec (RC); Allerton P (Piatt Co), 2 Dec (GL);
Clin.LL, 3 Dec (RC). Reported only from central Iilinois.

White-winged Crossbill

MC: 4, M. Arb, 1 Jan (MBC); 4, Normal (McLean Co), 9 Feb (J&NA),
3 (1 male, 2 female), Bushnell (McDonough Co), 18-28 Feb (LLH).
Others: 2 (male & female), Du Page Co, 6 Jan (PSw); 2, JP, 8 Jan<
(PC); 2, Sand Rdg, 12 Jan (KM, KR); ad. male, Evanston (Cook Co), 3-
9 Jan (JE); Harvard (McHenry Co), 4-6 Jan (DF); male, Glenview
(Cook Co), 5 & 12 Jan, 2 Feb (*BIJM); Urbana, 13 Jan (RC); Allerton P
(Piatt Co), 13 Jan (RC). Fairly widespread in north and central Illinois.

Common Redpoll

MC: 6, Long Grove (Lake Co), 12-13 Jan (CF, DJ). Others: Midewin
National Tallgrass Prairie (Will Co), | Jan (CA); Harvard (McHenry
Co), 4-6 Jan (DF); female, JP, 24 Feb> (SC, PC); Normal (McLean
Co), 26 Feb (WH).

Pine Siskin

MC: 50, M.Arb, 2 Dec (UG); 30, Carl.L, 12 Jan (DK); 20, Rock-
ford, all winter (DTW); 12, Sand Rdg, 10 Dec, 19 Jan (R&SB).
Others: 10, Downcrs Grove (Du Page Co), 24 Dec (UG); 8, La
Salle Co, 17 Feb (PSw); 5, Libertyville (lLakc Co), I Jan (DJ), 4,
Joliet (Will Co), 5 Jan (UG); 2, Cordova (Rock Island Co), 19 Dcc
(KIM); 2, Windfall L (Vermilion Co), S Jan (RC); Rend L CBC, 15
Dec (KM). Slightly more common this wintcr.
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American Goldlinch

MC: 137, QC, 16 Dec (TM, m.ob.); 87, Palos (Cook Co), 16 Dec
(WS); 80, Carl.l., 12 JTan (DK); 64, Union Co, 21 Dec (KIM, VK); 49,
Mercer Co, 18 Dec (BBe, m.ob.); 47, Vermilion Co, all winter (JOS).
Others: 62, Miller Mcadows FP (Cook Co), 16 Dec (WM); 50, Carl.).,
23 Dec(DK), 42, Whileside and Carroll Cos, 20 Dec (KIM, EA, DW);
33, Rock Island Co, 22 Dec (IKIM, m.ob.); 33, Boone Co, 1 Jan (DFS);
21,JP, 16 Jan (PC, BH); 17, Pomona, 16 IFeb (RSM); 7, William Pow-
ers CA (Cook Co), 29 Dec (CM), 6, Rend L, 15 Dee (DK)

House Sparrow

MC: 1443, QC, 16 Dec (C&LB, m.ob.); 460, Whiteside and Lee Cos,
30 Dece (KIM, m.ob.); 310, Vermilion Co, 9 Feb (DIFS); 201, Mercer
Co, 18 Dec (KIM, m.ob.); 200, Carl L., 13 Jan (DK); 42, Union Co, 21
Dec (KIM, VK). Others: 343, Whiteside and Carvoll Cos, 20 Dec
(KIM, EA, DW); 281, Rock Tsland Co, 22 Dec (I<JM, m.ob.); 2060,
Boone Co, | Jan (DFS); 258, Evanston (Cook Co), 29 Dec (EW, JE),
29,JP,22 Jan (PC); 20, William Powers CA (Cook Co), 29 Dec (CM).

Eurasian Tree Sparrow
MC: 244, Bushnell CBC (McDonough, Fulton Cos), 27 Dec (L1.H); 40,
Sand Rdlg, 3 Feb (MR, TEB); 2, Rock Island Co, 23 Dec (KIM). Others:

20, Snicart (Mason Co), 13 Jan (RC); 2, Table Grove (Fulion Co), 13 Jan
(KM); Mercer Co, 18 Dec (TM); Rock Island Co, 22 Dec (KIM). Repoit-
cd almost exclusively [rom the central portion of the state.
EXOTIC/RELEASED SPECIES
Trumpeter Swan

MC: 13, MS R Pool 13 (Carroll Co), 20 Dec (EA, DW); 8, Chau, 2
Jan (KM). Others: Third L (Lake Co), 2 Jan (SCH); ad., Chi, 12 & 27
Jan (GW), Slightly reduced numbers, conllined to north and central IL.
IORC REVIEW PENDING

PRAIRIE FALCON: Sand Rdg, 16 Dec.

PURPLE SANDPIPER: Wauk., 8 Dec; Wauk., 23 Feb.
CALIFORNIA GULL: Ad.,Novth Point Marina (Lake Co), 5 Jan.
CORRIGENDA (Winter Report 2000-2001)

Furasian Collared-Dove: 2, Metropolis (Massac Co), 30 Dece, 7 Jan
(DK, KM, FB).

Lincoln’s Sparrow: 2, Metropolis (Massac Co), 30 Dec (*DK, KM).

Ycllow-headed Blackbird: Male, Metropolis (Massac Co), 30 Dec
(*DK, KM).

ABOUT OUR ADS AND AD RATES: The [llinois Ornithological Society accepts pertinent ads for publishing
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SEND SEASONAL REPORTS TO:

Winter Field Notes Due by 7 March
(1 December through 28 February)

Send to: Kelly McKay
420 First Ave.
PO Bos 452, Hampton, IL 61256-0452
E-mail: Kelly]McKay@aol.com

Spring Field Notes Due by 7 June
(1 March through 31 May)

Send to: Paul R. Clyne
5538 S. Blackstone Ave., Chicago, IL. 60637
E-mail: prclyne@hotmail.com

Breeding Season Field Notes Due by 7 August
(1 June through 30 July)

Send to: Vernon M. Kleen
1825 Clearview Drive, Springfield, IL. 62704
E-mail: kleen@quixnet.net

Interim Fall Season Field Notes Editor
Due by 7 December
(1 August through 30 November)

Send to: Douglas Stotz, Conservation
Ecologist/Ornithologist, Environmental and
Conservation Programs, Field Museum of Natural
History, 1400 S. Lake Shore Dr., Chicago, IL
60605; E-mail: stotz@fmnh.org

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION

Members of the Illinois Ornithological
Society receive Meadowlark, our quarterly journal,
plus Wings Over the Prairie, our quarterly
newsletter. Members are also invited to special
field trips, the annual meetings, and other IOS
functions.

To join or send a gift subscription, please
send your name or that of the gift recipient,
address, and telephone number along with fee to:

IOS Membership, P.O. Box 931
Lake Forest, IL. 60045

Fees: Sponsor, $500+; Supporter, $100+;
Contributor $50+, Family, $30+; Individual $20+;
Full-time Student, $10+.

Back issues of Volumes 2 through 9 are
available for $4 each. Some back issues of
Volume | are also available at $5 each.

SUBMISSION INFORMATION

T We welcome manuscripts, photographs, and
illustrations for possible publication in
Meadowlark.

T Article topics include unusual bird sightings
and nesting accounts, technical papers on
bird research, bird-finding guides, field
identification tips, and other articles related
to birds of Illinois and the Midwest.

T Although this is not a peer-reviewed journal,
we do send articles to our Technical Review
Board. The review board offers comments
on improving and completing the article
for publication.

¥ Manuscripts should be double spaced and on
only one side of numbered pages. We require
two copies of the manuscript. Please keep one
for yourself. Please also send an IBM-compati-
ble disc in either Word, WordPerfect or RTF
format. Tables must be camera ready and fit
our journal format.

T We prefer clear black and white or color
prints. Color slides may also be acceptable.

T Include your name, address, day phone, and
night phone with a cover letter. Other pertinent
information about your qualifications and
background is also helpful.

T We reserve the right to review and edit arti-

cles according to style, grammar, accuracy,
and readability.

&

Send articles, photographs, illustrations, and
inquiries to:

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor

967 Braeburn Road

Mundelein, IL 60060

E-mail: sdevore@voyager.net

Springhouse begins where the
travel brochures leave off.

Read about the real Southern Illinois:
History, folklore, humor, recipes, and letters-
always plenty of letters.

One-year subscription (6 issues) $25.00

Springhouse
P.O. Box 61 ¢ Herod, IL 62947
Tel. No. (618) 252-3341




Eric Walters photographed this Merlin fanning its tail in
Evanston, Cook County, February 2002.




